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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord who
was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
the third day He arose from the
dead, He ascended into heaven
and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from
thence He shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the Church
Universal, the communion of
the saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED
I believe my A.M.E. Church
School must grow and grow; and
that I must make it a top priority
to make it so. Every member a
Christian, every Christian a worker, every worker trained so that a
worker need not be ashamed. This
we ask in Jesus’ name.
A.M.E. Discipline
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Lesson 1

March 6, 2022

Babylonian Captivity Ends
Lesson Scripture: Ezra 1; 2:64-70
Focus Scripture: Ezra 1:1-8, 11, 2:64-70
Key Verses: “Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The Lord, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me
to build him a house at Jerusalem in Judah.” Ezra 1:2
Ezra 1:1-8, 11; 2:64-70 (NRSV)
Ezra 1:1-8
1 In the first year of King
Cyrus of Persia, in order that the
word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremiah might be accomplished,
the Lord stirred up the spirit of
King Cyrus of Persia so that he
sent a herald throughout all his
kingdom, and also in a written
edict declared:
2 “Thus says King Cyrus of
Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms
of the earth, and he has charged me
to build him a house at Jerusalem
in Judah.
3 Any of those among you
who are of his people—may their
God be with them!—are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, and rebuild the house of the
Lord, the God of Israel—he is the
God who is in Jerusalem;
4 and let all survivors, in
whatever place they reside, be assisted by the people of their place
with silver and gold, with goods
and with animals, besides freewill
offerings for the house of God in
Jerusalem.”

5 The heads of the families
of Judah and Benjamin, and the
priests and the Levites—everyone
whose spirit God had stirred—
got ready to go up and rebuild the
house of the Lord in Jerusalem.
6 All their neighbors aided
them with silver vessels, with gold,
with goods, with animals, and with
valuable gifts, besides all that was
freely offered.
7 King
Cyrus
himself
brought out the vessels of the
house of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of
his gods.
8 King Cyrus of Persia had
them released into the charge of
Mithredath the treasurer, who
counted them out to Sheshbazzar
the prince of Judah.
11
11
… the total of the gold and
silver vessels was five thousand
four hundred. All these Sheshbazzar brought up, when the exiles
were brought up from Babylonia
to Jerusalem.
2

Intermediate.Spr.Win.22.indd 2

1/6/22 5:28 PM

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY
2:64-70
64 The whole assembly together was forty-two thousand
three hundred sixty,
65
besides their male and female servants, of whom there were
seven thousand three hundred thirty-seven; and they had two hundred
male and female singers.
66
They had seven hundred
thirty-six horses, two hundred forty-five mules,
67
four hundred thirty-five
camels, and six thousand seven
hundred twenty donkeys.
68
As soon as they came to

the house of the Lord in Jerusalem,
some of the heads of families made
freewill offerings for the house of
God, to erect it on its site.
69
According to their resources they gave to the building fund
sixty-one thousand darics of gold,
five thousand minas of silver, and
one hundred priestly robes.
70
The priests, the Levites, and
some of the people lived in Jerusalem and its vicinity; and the singers,
the gatekeepers, and the temple servants lived in their towns, and all
Israel in their towns.

VOCABULARY
•

Nebuchadnezzar (neh-buh-kad-NEZZ-zer) – Second king of the
Neo-Babylonian Empire, who reigned for 43 years (605-562 B.C.)
He succeeded his father, Nabopolassar.

•

Belshazzar (bell-SHAZZ-zar) – The name means “Bel protect the
king.” He was the last king of Babylon when the city and empire
fell to the Medo-Persian Empire in 539 B.C.

•

Mithredath (MYTH-reh-dath) – The treasurer of King Cyrus of
Persia.

•

Sheshbazzar (SHESH-bazz-zar) – The first governor of Judea
appointed by Cyrus II. He returned the temple vessels and laid the
temple foundation in 538 B.C.

•

Nethinims (NEH-thee-neems) – “The given ones”; also called
Nathinites; the temple assistants in ancient Jerusalem.

3
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•

Zerubbabel (zeh-ROO-bah-bell) – The governor of Judah following the Babylonian exile. He rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem.

•

Edict ( ( ) בָּתְכִמmik-tab) – A written document, a royal enactment.
INTRODUCTION

I

magine waking up one morning, and your house is filled with water from the rain that fell last night. There’s so much water in your
home that you and your family have to leave. Imagine waking up in
the middle of the night to a tremble that throws you from your bed and
relocates everything in your room. Families in many parts of the world
have been impacted by natural disasters. Storms, earthquakes, fires,
and mudslides have caused many families to leave their homes and
relocate to other parts of the country.
The relocation is necessary as their current location is no longer
habitable, yet it’s still home. Adjusting to the new place is extremely
difficult, and the loss of everything is traumatic. Many people who
have never experienced this level of loss find it difficult to express their
condolences. Telling someone “at least you are still alive” is probably
not the best words of encouragement since they have lost everything
they possessed, and some things cannot be replaced.
Learning to be present with others is a critical skill to practice. It’s
the ability to stand with others in their time of grief and loss yet not
provide advice. Being present is one of the greatest gifts we can give
to others when processing their own suffering.

4
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BIBLE STORY

E

zra shares the story of King Cyrus of Persia. King Cyrus’ spirit
was stirred by the Lord, and he made a verbal and written edict.
The king declared that the Lord, the God of heaven, had given the
charge to build the Lord a house at Jerusalem in Judah. He also requested that the descendants of Israel, who decided to go back to
Jerusalem, would receive silver, gold, animals, and freewill offerings
from the people who chose to remain.
The leaders of Judah, Benjamin, the priest, and the Levites’ spirit
were stirred by God and were ready to go to rebuild. All their neighbors gave them the offering that King Cyrus had requested. Even
the king brought treasures that his predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar,
had carried away. The treasurer, Mithredath, received the gift. Sheshbazzar, prince of Judah, received the offerings of thirty gold basins,
one thousand silver basins, twenty-nine knives, thirty gold bowls, four
hundred ten other silver bowls, and one thousand other vessels.
Forty-three thousand three hundred and sixty people returned to
Judah. When they arrived in Jerusalem, the people celebrated and
brought more gifts to help build the temple in Jerusalem. The total
amount of gifts received were 61,000 gold coins, 6,250 pounds of
silver, and 100 robes for the priests.
LIFE APPLICATION

W

e are given things from individuals who we would have never
thought would have shared with us. Have you ever wondered
what caused him/her/them to share with you? The lesson today reminds us that there are times when God stirs individuals to do things
that they may not have considered doing before.

5
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Explain a time when you were shocked by someone’s actions toward you that were good. Maybe it was the time when someone held
the door because it was raining outside, or maybe someone noticed
you weren’t in school and sent you a message about a quiz the teacher decided to have the next day.
Ask your family about those family treasures and the stories behind the treasures. Consider doing something for someone who has
experienced loss, maybe organizing an event to show that person or
family support.
SUMMARY

J

eremiah had told Israel long ago that they would be in captivity in
Babylon for a long time, but they would return home one day. Ezra
writes the story of their return. God stirred the people’s hearts in ways
that caused them to support Israel’s return to Jerusalem in tangible
ways. God can bless us through others in significant ways.
Be careful not to miss blessings God has stirred in the hearts of
others, considering it a hand-out or feeling as if it’s embarrassing to
take gifts offered by others. God knows your needs, and there are
times when God uses other people to bless believers.
CLOSING DEVOTION

L

ord, stir my spirit that I may be a blessing to others. Help me to
help others to see the compassion and depth of your love toward
others. Allow me to be a willing vessel for kingdom work and ministry.
Please, God, bless families in conditions that have taken them away
from their homes, and surround them with people whose hearts are
stirred to make a difference. Amen.

6
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ACTIVITY SHEET
Find the words in the puzzle. Words can go in any direction.
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.

BABYLONIA BENJAMIN

CYRUS

EZRA

ISRAEL

JERUSALEM

JUDAH

LEVITES

MITHREDATH

NEBUCHADNEZZAR

PERSIA

SHESHBAZZAR

7
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Lesson 2

March 13, 2022

Freedom to Worship
Lesson Scripture: Ezra 6:1-12
Focus Scripture: Ezra 6:1-12
Key Verses: “May the God who has established his name there overthrow
any king or people that shall put forth a hand to alter this, or to destroy
this house of God in Jerusalem.” Ezra 6:12a
Ezra 6:1-12 (NRSV)
1
Then King Darius made
a decree, and they searched the
archives where the documents were
stored in Babylon.
2
But it was in Ecbatana, the
capital in the province of Media,
that a scroll was found on which
this was written: “A record.
3
In the first year of his
reign, King Cyrus issued a decree:
Concerning the house of God at
Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt,
the place where sacrifices are
offered and burnt offerings are
brought; its height shall be sixty
cubits and its width sixty cubits,
4
with three courses of hewn
stones and one course of timber;
let the cost be paid from the royal
treasury.
5
Moreover, let the gold and
silver vessels of the house of God,
which Nebuchadnezzar took out of
the temple in Jerusalem and brought
to Babylon, be restored and brought
back to the temple in Jerusalem,
each to its place; you shall put them
in the house of God.

6
Now
you,
Tattenai,
governor of the province Beyond
the River, Shethar-bozenai, and
you, their associates, the envoys
in the province Beyond the River,
keep away;
7
let the work on this house
of God alone; let the governor of
the Jews and the elders of the Jews
rebuild this house of God on its site.
8
Moreover I make a decree
regarding what you shall do for
these elders of the Jews for the
rebuilding of this house of God: the
cost is to be paid to these people,
in full and without delay, from the
royal revenue, the tribute of the
province Beyond the River.
9
Whatever is needed—
young bulls, rams, or sheep for
burnt offerings to the God of
heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, as
the priests in Jerusalem require—
let that be given to them day by day
without fail,
10
so that they may offer
pleasing sacrifices to the God of
heaven, and pray for the life of the
8
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king and his children.
11 Furthermore I decree that
if anyone alters this edict, a beam
shall be pulled out of the house of
the perpetrator, who then shall be
impaled on it. The house shall be
made a dunghill.

12
May the God who has
established his name there
overthrow any king or people that
shall put forth a hand to alter this,
or to destroy this house of God in
Jerusalem. I, Darius, make a decree;
let it be done with all diligence.”

VOCABULARY
•

Achmetha (ak-MEE-tha) – The ancient city mentioned by the
scribe in Ezra; one of five capitals of Achaemenid Persia.

•

Tattnai (tat-NIE) – A Persian governor.

•

Apharsachites (ah-FAR-sah-kites) – A Persian officer of rank in
the reign of Darius.

•

Aramaic (air-ah-MAY-ik) – Language spoken in ancient Near East
from 600 B.C.

•

Decree | Edict – A written document, a royal enactment.

•

Tribute ( ַ( )חבֲלminchah) – A gift or payment from a nation to a
superior power.

•

Dunghill – Earth dug out; an earth heap, then loose earth or dust.
INTRODUCTION

B

uilding projects are complex. People make decisions to build
their “dream home” and spend years saving to make it possible.
They hire contractors or have family and friends assist them in the
construction of their homes. Churches decide they want to build another edifice for the congregation, and they too seek out contractors
or the church family’s support to assist in the building.

9
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The dream is real, yet the reality is something different. There are
times when building a home or a church that something or multiple
things go wrong. The contractors don’t complete what they promised.
Family, friends, or volunteers don’t follow through. The materials you
wanted to make the dream a reality are not available or are out of
stock. One of the major disappointments in the building is the delay.
Often people are promised a specific time for the work to be completed only to discover months later that it will take additional weeks,
months, and sometimes years.
How do people handle the delay? Some get angry and fire the
contractor. Some get frustrated and start arguments with other people, creating blame or placing shame. Few recognize that timing is
not in their hands but God’s. They’ve learned to celebrate the delays
believing it is with purpose, and ultimately things will be better through
the delay versus if we rushed to the end.
What keeps people from following through on their commitments?
How do you think their commitments align with their obedience to
God?
BIBLE STORY

D

arius was a great ruler, a king. He knew the Jews were returning
from Babylon and settling in the kingdom. He ordered a search
for the records from the archives to be brought to him for his review.
The records indicated that King Cyrus had issued an order to support the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. The order included
details related to the temple. The temple was to be built on the original
foundation of the previous temple destroyed in Jerusalem. The gold
and silver cups that were taken from the temple to Babylon must be
returned.

10
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Darius then told the governor, Tattenai, and all the other officials
who governed the land where the Jews were building, to not hinder
the work. In fact, Darius decided that they should assist the Jews in
rebuilding the temple. Not just assist in rebuilding but pay the cost of
the construction for the rebuild. Darius ordered that they use the taxes
collected for him and use them to cover the cost of the temple. He
also decided that they should give the priests of the Jews everything
they needed to make their sacrifices to God. He ordered that they
give them as much as they required DAILY.
Darius believed that the priests would make offerings to God and
pray for him and his family when provided with the resources they
needed.
Then Darius informed the officials of the consequences of not following the order which he issued: their homes would be destroyed.
Then Darius declared that any king or nation that violates the order or
destroys the work of rebuilding the temple, God would destroy them.
LIFE APPLICATION

G

od can use anyone to assist you. The government assisted Israel in rebuilding the temple. There are times when the leaders
of our government structure could help our churches or us in God’s
work. In most nations, there are elected officials; how can we be more
active in the civil process? How do we, collectively, ensure that our
government leaders know who we are as individuals and as congregations? How do we share our local ministry’s values, mission, and
goals with those in charge of governing our local area?
We often discuss the separation of the state and the church, yet
here God demonstrates the use of the government in the church’s

11
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work. Imagine if the congregations in your area rallied together to
address the systemic issues of hunger, homelessness, education,
economic stability, or mental illness and presented a united proposal
to the government on how impactful that would be to change, sustainability, and resilience. Imagine the freedom if everyone could experience a supportive government and community acting collaboratively
toward change.
SUMMARY

D

arius was a great ruler, a king. He used his power for the rebuilding of the temple and the glory of God. He instructed those who
opposed the building and could potentially destroy the work and the
people to support them.
Government leaders can collaborate with local, regional, and
national groups to bring about change and make a difference. The
church must engage our government to know our values, mission,
and goals. Collectively, we too can begin rebuilding and restoring our
communities for God’s glory, for unrestricted access to worship God.
What legislative or government change can benefit your community? How can you and the congregation you are connected with be
a voice for the voiceless, the marginalized, or the vulnerable to make
sure positive change is the agenda for your government?
How can your actions to bring liberty to others benefit you in worship with God? How can you feel more connected to God in your
worship experience? What hinders you from worshipping God freely?
CLOSING DEVOTION

T

hank you, God, for reminding us of the leadership of King Darius.
Help us to be bold and share with our elected officials our values, mission, and goals for our community and rebuild those places,

12

Intermediate.Spr.Win.22.indd 12

1/6/22 5:28 PM

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY
people, and things that have been broken. Teach us to speak up for
those who cannot speak and lead us to be the catalyst for positive
change in our communities.
ACTIVITY SHEET
Create a comic strip to illustrate Darius’ story. You don’t have to be a
great artist; you are free to use stick people. If you have an electronic device and access to the internet, https://www.makebeliefscomix.
com/Comix/ .

13
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Lesson 3

March 20, 2022

Celebrate Passover Liberation
Lesson Scripture: Ezra 6:13-22; Leviticus 23:4-8
Focus Scripture: Ezra 6:13-22
Key Verses: The people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest
of the returned exiles, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with
joy. Ezra 6:16

Ezra 6:13-22 (NRSV)
13
Then, according to the
word sent by King Darius, Tattenai, the governor of the province
Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did with
all diligence what King Darius had
ordered.
14
So the elders of the Jews
built and prospered, through the
prophesying of the prophet Haggai
and Zechariah son of Iddo. They
finished their building by command of the God of Israel and by
decree of Cyrus, Darius, and King
Artaxerxes of Persia;
15
and this house was finished
on the third day of the month of
Adar, in the sixth year of the reign
of King Darius.
16
The people of Israel, the
priests and the Levites, and the rest
of the returned exiles, celebrated
the dedication of this house of God
with joy.
17
They offered at the dedication of this house of God one
hundred bulls, two hundred rams,

four hundred lambs, and as a sin
offering for all Israel, twelve male
goats, according to the number of
the tribes of Israel.
18
Then they set the priests in
their divisions and the Levites in
their courses for the service of God
at Jerusalem, as it is written in the
book of Moses.
19
On the fourteenth day of
the first month the returned exiles
kept the passover.
20
For both the priests and the
Levites had purified themselves;
all of them were clean. So they
killed the passover lamb for all
the returned exiles, for their fellow
priests, and for themselves.
21
It was eaten by the people
of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by all who had joined
them and separated themselves
from the pollutions of the nations
of the land to worship the Lord, the
God of Israel.
22
With joy they celebrated the
festival of unleavened bread seven
14
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days; for the Lord had made them
joyful, and had turned the heart of
the king of Assyria to them, so that

he aided them in the work on the
house of God, the God of Israel.

VOCABULARY
•

Captivity – The deportation, exile, and widespread dispersion of
the Northern Kingdom of Israel and Southern Kingdom of Judah
following the invasions of Assyria and Babylon.

•

Purified – Be clean, pure.

•

Sin Offering – Given for known and unknown sin for which there
was no possible repayment.

•

Artaxerxes (ar-tuh-ZURK-seez) – He who reigns through order king of Persia.

•

Adar – The twelfth month of the Israelite calendar.

•

Iddo – A member of the family of Nebo in the postexilic (the time
when the people were forced to leave their home for another
country) Jewish community.

•

Persepolis (per-SE-poe-liss) – Capital of Persia proper - the residence of the Persian court from the time of Darius.
INTRODUCTION

H

olidays, birthdays, weddings, and new babies being born are all
reasons to celebrate. We tend to celebrate the significant milestones in life, and then there are times when we celebrate the little
things. As a young girl growing up, Lisa always looked forward to the
summers. When school was out, she knew she was headed to her
aunt’s house, where they would travel from place to place.

15
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Lisa’s aunt loved taking them to different places, and one of her
favorite spots to travel was the beach. Lisa and her sister enjoy the
summers as they are headed to the beach. They loved the ocean
waters, picking up seashells, and walking on the hot sands. The best
part of the beach visit is running on the hot sand to find a spot for the
beach chairs and rest.
The pandemic occurred, and Lisa and her sister were home
through the summer. It was at that point that she realized how amazing the annual trips were. She realized that she really wasn’t appreciating the trips because she expected them to happen; however, she
knows how much those vacations made a difference for her.
Have you taken a tradition for granted? Those things that are
done so often you believe it is an entitlement?
BIBLE STORY

T

attenai, the governor, and all the other officials who governed
the land did everything King Darius requested. The elders of the
Jews continued to build the temple, and they did well as it had been
prophesized by Haggai and Zechariah. The temple was completed
with the support of King Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, king of Persia.
The temple was completed in the sixth year of Darius’ reign as
king. Out of captivity with the priests and the Levites, all of Israel
prepared the dedication of God’s house. They brought offerings, 100
bullocks, 200 rams, and 400 lambs. They also brought a sin offering
and 12 goats, according to the number of the tribes. They also placed
the priests and the Levites into their position at the temple as it was
written by Moses. They kept the Passover upon the 14th day of the 1st
month.

16
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The priests and the Levites were purified together, and all of them
were pure and processed the Passover. All of Israel, out of captivity,
separated themselves from the filthiness of the land to seek the Lord
God of Israel, and did eat and kept the feast of unleavened bread
seven days with joy. Great joy filled the land because the Lord gave
Israel favor with the king of Assyria, so they could rebuild the temple
of God, the God of Israel.
LIFE APPLICATION

T

here are times when we forget the cost of what we have. Israel
was in captivity for a long time, and the Lord delivered them from
the hand of Babylon. Some of them returned to Jerusalem and restored the temple, and God blessed them through their leadership.
Israel did not forget the traditions which had brought their people to
this space through the offerings and the celebration.
The pandemic changed many traditions in many families and
communities; therefore, as we come through the challenges, we remember those things that shaped and formed us as a community. We
don’t need to keep doing some things, but there are so many things
we don’t want to forget or stop doing.
Why is it important to prepare for receiving Communion / Lord’s
Supper / Eucharist? Why is it important to gather as a congregation?
SUMMARY

G

od touched the heart of not only the Israelites who came out of
captivity, but God also spoke to the hearts of the government to
help Israel rebuild the temple. God’s house is important to God. God
made amazing things occur so the temple could be built. Although

17
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they had been in captivity for a long time, the people had not forgotten
the rituals or the celebrations.
It’s important to remember that they finished completing the temple and didn’t do it alone. They were blessed to have non-believers
working with them. God provided freedom from captivity but also the
freedom to complete the rebuilding of the temple.
Can you describe some ways we can create community during the
times we are away from the sanctuary? How do we maintain some of
our traditions when we aren’t able to be in our sanctuaries? What are
things that keep us from finishing the tasks?
CLOSING DEVOTION

G

od, help us to get things done and stop procrastinating. God,
help us to take time to restore. Lord, let us see those times when
we need to step aside and refocus. God, give us the strength to finish
our tasks. God, lead us to allow you to be our guide in times of uncertainty and confusion. Lord, keep us mindful to seek you to restore,
guide, and strengthen us for the task you have called us to complete.
Amen.
ACTIVITY SHEET
Virtual scavenger hunt – please identify where the following items
can be found in the sanctuary.
Item
The Church’s Nave

Location
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The Church’s Narthex

The Lord’s Table

The Baptismal

The Pulpit

The Altar

The Chancel

Who prepares the Lord’s Supper,
Communion, or Eucharist?
Who administers or serves the Communion, Lord’s Supper, or Eucharist?

How many things were easy to locate? How many things did you use
the internet to define? Why were some items difficult to find?
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ACTIVITY SHEET
Write a sequence for the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. Remember to include all of the kings who supported the rebuilding.
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What are some things we do during Lent? Identify at least four traditions associated with Lent.
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