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If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to you.

James 1:5 
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June–August  2020

Many Faces of Wisdom

A friend listened as I explained my poor decision. I talked about 
some of the dynamics between the people involved (whom he didn’t 
know himself), which he would hold in confidence. These were  
aspects that I recognized after the whole thing sort of blew up. By the 
end of the story, my words and expressions conveyed my frustration 
over all that I could have avoided by applying some wisdom. 

There was a two- or three-second pause after I stopped talking 
before my friend said, “I’m sorry that happened. I understand how 
it could. I’ve done similar.” 

He didn’t lecture, judge, or reject. He didn’t try to fix anything, 
or excuse me for messing up, or try to tell me that I didn’t make a 
bad decision when I knew I had. My friend listened, cared, and also 
offered an invitation to wisdom—“I’ve done similar.”

After thanking him for listening and understanding, I followed up 
on his invitation, asking for his wisdom. That afternoon I learned 
more of my friend’s story and gained wisdom. I wish I would have 
asked him for advice on my situation before I jumped into my fate-
ful action. He would have given, and helped me avoid a mistake.  

Wisdom is not a bunch of knowledge and information we  
acquire and hold, but rather it is insight and good sense we use for 
living well. We don’t necessarily gain wisdom by simply reading a 
book, such as the book of Proverbs, though that is certainly a good 
way to start. Wisdom comes through experiences. There are two 
sources. The first is our own experiences and the second is wisdom 
that comes through the experiences of others.

Gaining wisdom through our own experience is good. This 
is what ordinary people do. The problem is that the amount of  
wisdom gained is limited to our own hard knocks.
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June–August  2020

Gaining wisdom through the experiences of others is better. This is 
what wise people do, and especially before they need it. This way is 
also hard, but in a different way. We have to admit to ourselves, and 
also to someone else who can help us, that we are in over our heads 
and we don’t know what we are doing. It also means we must learn 
to ask questions and seek help. All this comes out of humility.

James 1:5 tells us about the better way to gain wisdom and 
whom to ask for it: “. . . you should ask God . . . .”

There is no better source for wisdom than God. He offers wis-
dom through every story, law, psalm, proverb, prophecy, and  
instruction in Scripture. All these offer wisdom through the context 
of the experience of real people and how God is working in their 
lives. We have much wisdom to gain from their experiences. 

God has given His invitation to come and gain wisdom. He is 
ready to listen to our prayer for help and respond in love with  
insight and wisdom for our lives. It is our turn to seek Him and ask.

The daily devotionals in this guide offer wisdom. They are rooted 
in Scripture and take us into the Bible. Each day begins with a 
story—experiences of people to lead us into truths and insights the 
authors serve to us from Scripture. Think of each devotional as a 
daily dose of wisdom with encouragement to be wise.

May you grow in wisdom as you delve into God’s Word, absorb 
the experiences of other people, and invest time to be with God—
who generously gives wisdom to all who seek Him.

Scott Stewart, Editor
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June 1

Peace Furthers Gospel Preaching

The word of God spread. The number of disciples 
in  Jerusalem increased rapidly (Acts 6:7).

Scripture: Acts 6:1-7
Song: “I Love to Tell the Story” 

New Park Street Chapel in London had long supported the 
preach-ing of God’s Word, including that of George Whitefield in 
the Great Awakening. But conflict erupted in 1771, when they 
called 20-year-old John Rippon as minister. Some, thinking he was 
too young, left to start another church. Instead of allowing 
the conflict to deepen, though, Rippon wisely encouraged his 
congregation to help pay for the breakaway group’s building, 
and he took part in their minister’s consecration. In 
consequence, both churches continued preaching the gospel, 
and Rippon’s church experienced revival. In 1853 Park Street 
called another young man, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, re-
nowned for his powerful preaching of God’s Word.

Conflict arose in the early church in Jerusalem, 
which could have ended the church’s witness. But the 
apostles encouraged the church to choose wise and godly men to 
oversee the food distribu-tion, and the problem was resolved. 
Because of that, the apostles could continue preaching, and the 
church grew rapidly.

Disagreements occur in the closest-knit groups, and feelings 
of anger and betrayal are hard to forgive. But God encourages 
us to seek wisdom in His Word and, with love and patience, 
make a way for peace.
Father, help us show forgiveness and Christ’s love amid conflict, so Your Word 
can spread to the world. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 2 

Courage to Take Off

The Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives 
us power, love, and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7).

Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:3-9a
Song: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

I rejoiced when our first grandchild was born, but I also felt anx-
ious about flying to see her. My anxiety always increased in the 
weeks before a flight and rose higher as the plane took off. Then I 
worried about the flight home. I just wanted to move closer to my 
grandchild, but God had a better plan. I received a call from my 
great-aunt, who, at 90, didn’t beat around the bush. She encour-
aged me to find a fear-of-flying class. I listened to her wisdom and 
enrolled in a class that took us into the control tower and onto 
planes to listen to pilots and other experts. We also learned ways 
to manage anxiety.

Most scholars think that 2 Timothy was Paul’s last letter before 
he was executed. Paul was, therefore, especially concerned that 
Timothy would courageously continue preaching the gospel and 
teaching the importance of holy living, as he depended on God.

On the day of our graduation flight, we had a big snowstorm. 
Watching the crew de-icing the plane, my courage melted too. 
Then I remembered I could depend on God’s power to calm and 
discipline my heart so I could put into practice what I had been 
taught. God promises to give each of us power to take off beyond 
our fears.

Father, many things in life make us anxious. Help us rely on Your power to overcome 
our fears, so we can serve You with love and self-discipline. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 3

God Hears Us

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 
who are crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18).

Scripture: Psalm 34:11-18
Song: “He Leadeth Me” 

Great things were predicted for Ajayi, who was born around 
1809 in what is today Nigeria. When Ajayi was 12, however, slave 
traders captured him. The boy was eventually sold to slave trad-
ers for transportation to Brazil. Shuffling in chains into the dark 
hold, Ajayi must have wondered how he’d ever fulfill those predic-
tions. Then a British officer, enforcing Britain’s ban on the slave 
trade, boarded his ship and freed the captives. They released them 
in Sierra Leone, where abolitionists ran a settlement for rescued 
slaves. There Ajayi became a Christian and attended school. Later 
in Britain, Ajayi became a minister and took the name Samuel Ajayi 
Crowther. Returning to western Africa, Ajayi evangelized his peo-
ple and translated the Bible into their language.

David was anointed as Israel’s next king, but today’s psalm finds 
him on the run from Saul. When David could find no refuge, even 
with Saul’s enemies, he must have wondered how he’d ever be-
come king. The psalm tells of his crushed spirit, but also of his trust 
that God heard his cries and would deliver him to become king.

Both these men went through terrible experiences, but as God 
helped them grow in faith and trust, they followed God’s way to 
accomplish great things for Him. What amazing examples for us to 
follow!

Father, when we go through heartbreaking experiences, help us bring our fears to 
You and trustingly follow Your loving and wise plans, even in the darkest times. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 4 

A Battle That Needed No Swords

One of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword. . . . “Put 
your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him (Matthew 
26:51, 52).

Scripture: Matthew 26:47-52
Song: “The Power of the Cross”

Sometimes a kingdom’s destiny rests on the outcome of one battle. 
The Battle of Hastings in 1066 was one of those, and the Bayeux Tap-
estry chronicles it all. Two hundred feet of bright embroidery depicts 
broken oaths and battle preparations. In the battle scenes, knights 
charge into hails of spears and arrows, which tumbled horses and 
riders to their deaths. Swords flash out as the fighting turns to hand-
to-hand combat, and more soldiers die. In the end Duke William of 
Normandy won England’s golden crown.

When Peter drew his sword to prevent Jesus’ arrest, he was fol-
lowing the world’s way of gaining a crown. Jesus told Peter to put 
the sword away, because that was not God’s way. No earthly battles 
with swords could win this war.

Instead Jesus knew He had to follow God’s plan and allow His ar-
rest there in the Garden of Gethsemane so He could fight the most 
important battle of all time. And He had to fight this battle not by 
sending soldiers to die for Him, but by accepting a crown of thorns 
and giving His own life to defeat Satan and death once and for all.

Father, thank You that Christ was willing to wear a cruel crown of thorns and die a 
terrible death to win the war against Satan and secure a place for us in Your kingdom 
forever. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 5

Wondrous Microscopic Creatures

God gave Solomon wisdom. . . . He spoke about plant life. 
. . . He also spoke about animals and birds, reptiles and fish 
(1 Kings 4:29, 33).

Scripture: 1 Kings 4:29-34
Song: “For the Beauty of the Earth”

A busy Dutch cloth merchant, not a scientist, is the “father of 
microbiology.” Antony van Leewenhoek lived in Delft in the 1600s 
and ground lenses as a hobby. He studied water and many other 
things with his microscopes and was the first to observe bacteria 
and protozoa. A devout Christian, he wrote about his wonder at 
the wisdom of God in creating such perfection even in microscopic 
creatures. He published his findings, including the first accurate 
description of red blood cells, through the Royal Society of London. 
Even kings visited this merchant turned scientist.

Solomon was a great king, ruling over the kingdom that God had 
helped his father, David, win. God gave Solomon great wisdom, 
and under him Israel had peace and economic growth. Solomon 
used the wisdom God gave him not only to rule wisely but also to 
study and teach about God’s world—plants (from the mighty cedar 
to the lowly hyssop) and all kinds of animals. People came from 
distant lands to learn from him.

We’re also busy, but taking time to appreciate the small wonders 
of creation can strengthen our faith in God’s goodness, wisdom, 
and care for all of His creation, including us. It can also refresh us 
to meet the everyday stresses of life.

Father, help us appreciate the wonders of Your creation and how everything from the 
smallest protozoa to the largest whales all point to Your wisdom and care. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 6

Pursue God’s Wisdom

Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention 
and gain understanding (Proverbs 4:1).

Scripture: Proverbs 4:1-9
Song: “Be Thou My Vision”

One of the first things I did every school year was to teach my 
class what to do if we had a fire. When the alarm sounded, they 
had to stop everything and line up. They also learned to push in 
their chairs and to walk, not run. Hardest of all, they had to be 
quiet. We always made time for questions to help them trust the 
wisdom of these rules. In between their stories about visiting a 
fire station or setting off the smoke alarm at home, children would 
question the why of each rule. I explained carefully so they would 
understand and follow the rules to find safety.

In today’s proverb, God is speaking to us, His children, with even 
more urgency about the importance of pursuing His wisdom. God 
is the source of all wisdom, and He urges us to seek Him in the 
Bible. God’s inspired Word teaches us about Him and His love and 
how we may love and serve Him.

I encouraged my students to listen to my instructions about fires 
because it was important for their safety. How much more impor-
tant it is to seek the treasures to be found in God’s Word and there 
find Jesus, who gives us eternal safety through His death and resur-
rection.

Father, thank You for Your Word. Help us humbly read and accept Your teaching so 
we may gain wisdom and understanding that will lead us to faith in Christ. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 7

ABCs for Faith

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge  
(Proverbs 1:7).

Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 20-22, 32, 33
Song: “Behold Our God”

Anteaters to zebras—alphabet books help children enjoy learn-
ing their ABCs. These colorful books can now be found on every 
subject, from dinosaurs to outer space. But few alphabet books 
have ever reached the popularity of the New England Primer. First 
published in Boston in the late 1600s, millions of copies had been 
sold by the 1800s. There were even translations into Native Ameri-
can languages. This small black-and-white book used rhyming cou-
plets for each letter. Many of the couplets contained spiritual truths, 
such as man’s sin and Christ’s death for sinners, so children learned 
about God as they learned their letters. The Primer included the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and other verses from the 
Bible that children would read as their skills improved.

The book of Proverbs tells us that knowledge begins when we 
recognize the truth that we owe reverence, honor, and glory to the 
Lord, our Creator. The colonists understood this and believed that 
everyone should learn to read so they could read the Bible.

Acknowledging this truth helps us thank God for the gift of lan-
guage, marvel at God’s creativity in nature, and appreciate His or-
derliness in creation. We also see God’s hand in history in His care 
for His people and the preservation of His Word and witness.

Father, help us see that a knowledge of You as the Creator of the universe, the world, 
and all it contains must be the true foundation of our lives and our learning. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 8

Spiritual Patina

If someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gently (Galatians 6:1).

Scripture: Galatians 6:1-10
Song: “Something Beautiful”

Seasoned antique shoppers attach value to items with a 
distinc-tive patina. This word is for various signs of distress that 
character-ize old, well-used belongings. Some pay considerably 
more for a vintage dresser with minor bumps and scratches than 
they would for a brand-new piece of furniture. For these buyers, 
such items tell a story, and ownership offers a chance to become 
part of that story.

As we navigate temptations, we acquire a kind of spiritual 
pa-tina—life “blemishes” that tell the story of how God has 
graciously used past failures to grow us as disciples. Christians 
know that there is something beautiful about redeemed 
brokenness, which is why Paul emphasizes that we mustn’t 
simply discard people who have fallen into sin. Instead, we 
gently come alongside to help them overcome and grow out of 
their weakness with God’s restoration. 

Many antique collectors literally restore the pieces they 
buy, skillfully rebuilding and preserving them against future 
wear. And that’s what the ministry of reconciliation can do for us. 
It can help us repair relationships and strengthen one another 
against future temptation—so that whatever scratches and dents 
we pick up in life become signposts of God’s amazing grace.

Merciful God, thank You for restoring me. Help me be Your agent of restoration 
for others. Amen.
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June 9

Just Browsing

Everything that was written in the past was written to 
teach us (Romans 15:4).

Scripture: Romans 15:1-6
Song: “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak”

I enjoy browsing the tool section at the hardware store, even 
when I’m not looking to buy anything. I walk up and down the 
aisles, examining power tool accessories and specialty hand tools, 
learning their proper names so I can go online and view how-to 
videos showing the work they’re designed to do. Besides satisfy-
ing a hobbyist’s curiosity, it helps me appreciate the wide array of 
resources available for tackling odd jobs around the house.

I take a similar approach to personal Bible study. From time 
to time, I enjoy exploring the Scriptures systematically—a whole 
book at a time—precisely because there are many interesting parts 
of God’s Word that rarely make it into a sermon or small-group 
lesson. I like discovering (and rediscovering) lesser-known portions 
of Scripture because, as Paul reminds us, all were written for our 
instruction and encouragement. Browsing unfamiliar stories and 
passages reminds me of the many different situations God has used 
in the past to reveal himself.

Reading my Bible "this way equips me the same way that 
brows-ing the tool section at the hardware store does—by giving 
me the confidence I need to select the right tool for the job. 
When we become familiar with the whole of God’s Word, we 
can more ef-fectively speak and apply His wisdom in all 
circumstances.

Marvelous God, the riches of Your wisdom are inexhaustible. Give me a desire 
to know Your Word completely. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 10

Preventing Infestation

Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for 
(2 John 8).

Scripture: 2 John 4-11
Song: “God of Grace and God of Glory”

Texas leaf-cutting ants are a real problem where I live. They don’t 
bite, but they do wreak havoc on my yard, killing trees and destabiliz-
ing the soil. They’re difficult to detect, too, because they live in un-
derground tunnels with inconspicuous entrances. Often the first sign 
of infestation comes quickly because of a bare tree in the yard—with 
a trail of foliage leading to a small hole about 10 feet away.

False teaching has a similar way of quietly infiltrating our congre-
gations and undermining the authority of the gospel. In our desire 
for warmth and congeniality with other believers, we sometimes 
avoid asking difficult questions or we shun controversial subjects. 
Over time, we may begin to compromise on important issues like 
what we believe about Jesus, accommodating ourselves to popular 
cultural messaging instead. Eventually, we may forget many of the 
distinctive teachings of the Bible altogether.

Conventional pesticides don’t kill leaf-cutting ants, but consis-
tently treating their holes forces them to relocate. This frustrates their 
progress and keeps them from getting out of control. Perhaps our 
approach to dealing with false teaching should be the same. We can’t 
eliminate the worldly ideas that come into the church, but if we’re 
diligent about examining them against the truth of God’s Word—and 
naming falsehood for what it is—we can help prevent infestation.

Father, let Your Word expose the false teachings of this world. Give me the courage 
to speak Your truth in love. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 11

Playing the Part

“No one is greater in this house than I am” (Genesis 39:9).

Scripture: Genesis 39:6b-18
Song: “O Jesus, I Have Promised”

I studied musical acoustics in college, and learned that sound is 
more directional at higher frequencies. This is one reason a high-
pitched flute solo pierces through an orchestra, demanding listen-
ers’ attention even when dozens of other musicians are playing. But 
there’s a caveat: The directional nature of high-frequency sound 
also explains why audiences notice more quickly when musicians 
playing higher-pitched instruments make mistakes. In music, as in 
life, it seems that higher parts come with higher standards.

This is something Joseph certainly appreciated when he was en-
trusted with the care of his master’s estate. He had a high part to 
play in Potiphar’s household, and any mistake he made could have 
disastrous effects—for himself and the people under his care. Rec-
ognizing his moral vulnerability, Joseph took precautions to safe-
guard himself from temptation, enabling him to flee from sexual sin 
in a situation where others might have succumbed.

In an orchestra, higher-pitched instruments often get more excit-
ing and melodic parts to play, but the musicians assigned to them 
have to practice diligently to avoid making mistakes. As Christians, 
we should remember that spiritual leadership entails similar re-
sponsibility. The higher God calls us to serve in His household, 
the more earnestly we need to pursue personal holiness—lest we 
become stumbling blocks for those depending on us.

Gracious Father, I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve Your people. Guard me 
from temptation, so that my life glorifies You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 12

Finding My Bearings

Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men  
(Proverbs 2:12).

Scripture: Proverbs 2:12-19
Song: “Thy Word”

In Boy Scouts we learned a useful trick for finding your bearings 
without a compass. You locate a sunny spot and jam a stick into 
the ground, placing a mark where the tip of its shadow falls. After 
about 20 minutes, the shadow will have moved eastward—even if 
only a tiny bit. By placing a second mark where the tip of the new 
shadow falls and drawing a line between the two marks, you can 
get a pretty good idea of east and west, even in an unfamiliar place 
with few landmarks.

I think about that sometimes when I find myself in morally am-
biguous situations in life. There are times when the world seems 
to celebrate something that my conscience tells me I ought to treat 
with caution. Likewise, there are times when the world suggests I 
ought to reject thoughts and feelings that my conscience tells me 
are from the Lord. It can be difficult to discern truth from falsehood 
unless I’m willing to stop and examine things against the unchang-
ing wisdom of God’s Word.

The stick-and-shadow trick works because the sun always moves 
in the same direction. You can reliably figure out a stationary ob-
ject’s orientation by observing how its shadow moves over time. 
The same is true when I prayerfully observe questionable situations 
from a distance, against the steady light of God’s truth. Over time, 
it becomes increasingly clear which direction I need to go.
God, I don’t trust my sense of direction. Help me find my bearings in You. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 13

Root Cause Analysis

Keep your mouth free of perversity; keep corrupt talk far 
from your lips (Proverbs 4:24).

Scripture: Proverbs 2:20-22; 4:24-27
Song: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”

At work, when customers return a defective product, our qual-
ity manager performs a “root cause analysis.” After examining the 
product and defining the nature of the defect, he thoroughly in-
vestigates possible sources of contamination and procedural failure 
that may have contributed to it. Sometimes it’s a minor oversight. 
Other times it’s a systemic issue requiring drastic intervention. Ei-
ther way, management needs this information in order to imple-
ment appropriate corrective action.

Unholy language is one of the more common “defects” that can 
manifest in a Christian’s life. Cussing, vulgar expressions, and ob-
scene conversation are habits for some, but the Bible says that these 
are unbecoming for a person born of the Spirit. Our words reflect 
our character, which is why we’re encouraged to watch our lan-
guage—not merely to stop using inappropriate words, but to invite 
the Spirit to do “root cause analysis” on our hearts and bring about 
corrective action.

The quality manager’s scrutiny usually makes employees pay 
closer attention to their work, and that leads to fewer defects. The 
same is true when we submit to the Spirit’s conviction about the 
way we talk. When we watch our tongues, we begin to pay much 
closer attention to our hearts, and that draws us closer to Christ.

Heavenly Father, purify my heart so that the words I speak will lead others to You. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 14

Bittersweet Truth

Wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be 
pleasant to your soul (Proverbs 2:10).

Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11
Song: “Wonderful Words of Life”

I’m convinced that fine coffee is one of God’s greatest gifts. The 
aroma of freshly ground beans, the steam rising out of the cup, 
that complex and bitter taste—it all combines to make this simple, 
unadorned pleasure one of my favorite things in life. But coffee was 
definitely an acquired taste for me. Sometime in my 20s I began 
deliberately drinking a small cup every morning. At first I didn’t like 
it; but over time I stopped merely tolerating the flavor and came to 
actually enjoy it.

God’s wisdom can be bitter at times too. The Bible contains 
many difficult teachings, sometimes reading like a laundry list of 
dos and don’ts. Slogging through these passages requires deliberate 
effort—and a real desire to imbibe the Word of God. But when 
we study these passages with prayerful persistence, setting them 
within the larger context of Scripture, we begin to sense how any 
bitterness only amplifies the sweetness of God’s love for us. Even 
God’s harshest commands reveal His jealous desire for what’s best 
for His children.

These days I prefer my coffee strong and black—bold and full of 
flavor. Likewise, I prefer Bible studies that deliberately engage the 
challenging parts of Scripture, confronting me with truths I prefer 
to ignore. It’s an acquired taste, to be sure, but one I hope never 
to lose.
Father, thank You for loving me enough to speak hard truths into my life. Help me to 
desire what You desire for me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 15

Simply Jesus

Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and fool-
ishness to Gentiles (1 Corinthians 1:22, 23).

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Song: “Give Me Jesus”

For years I’ve been teaching home management to women at 
conferences, retreats, and seminars. Initially, my audiences were 
stay-at-home moms. Although the lifestyle of my audiences has 
changed over the years and my approach has broadened, my core 
message has never changed: Simplify everything in your home that 
isn’t helping you love God and love people. And use whatever you 
keep for His glory.

The topic is an increasingly popular one. People know that de-
cluttering will help them live more peaceful lives, which explains 
the onslaught of best-selling books with catchy titles, like The Life-
Changing Magic of Tidying Up. But the message of every book is 
simple: get rid of what you don’t love, don’t use, and the things no 
one else is going to want after you die. It’s that easy. 

Both Jews and Greeks added complications to their lives. The 
Jews had a history of astonishing miracles and a pride in being the 
people of God; the Greeks felt secure in their philosophy and learn-
ing. They both needed to simplify to recognize a Savior with a sim-
ple, but life-changing, message that they found difficult to accept. 

Father, help me to not over-complicate my spiritual and practical life. Amen.

June 15–21. Rebecca Stuhlmiller lives in Federal Way, Washington, with her husband, Jeff. She 
loves to teach people how to manage their time, and she works in the missions department at her 
church.
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June 16

A Habit Worth Having

Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering 
for each of [his children]. . . . This was Job’s regular custom 
(Job 1:5).

Scripture: Job 1:1-5
Song: “When We Pray” 

Over the years I’ve asked God to teach me how to use my time 
well, as Paul encourages us in Ephesians 5:15, 16: “Be very care-
ful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the 
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” And God has 
faithfully answered my prayers, but for a long time I continued to 
struggle with how to manage my prayer time.

Finally I decided to implement the routine that works so well in 
other areas of my life. I tried categorizing my prayers. On Sundays 
I pray for my church and church leaders. Monday’s prayers are di-
rected to my home and family. Every Tuesday I ask for wisdom and 
commit my job and ministry to Him. Wednesdays are set aside to 
pray for people who need healing. Thursday’s focus is about fresh 
filling and faith for believers. On Friday I intercede for my com-
munity, country, and world. And on Saturdays I praise God for mis-
sionaries who are reaching the lost and unreached people groups.

It may seem strange to plan prayers, but keeping a notebook 
divided into sections has proved a helpful way for me to keep track 
of my requests and praises. Adding appropriate Scriptures makes 
them powerful and keeps strong words in mind. 

Father, there is no shame in planning our prayers. Thank You for teaching us how to 
pray and letting us bring our petitions before Your throne. Amen.
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June 17

Grace Upon Grace

When he prayed for his friends . . .  came there unto [Job] 
. . . all they that had been of his acquaintance before and did 
eat bread with him in his house (Job 42:10, 11, KJV).

Scripture: Job 42:10-17
Song: “Forgiveness” 

My husband knows how to listen to people who are struggling. 
He allows a hurting person to process his or her pain in a safe and 
nonjudgmental environment. I, on the other hand, often try to fix 
people’s problems. I make suggestions or interrupt with my own 
stories so the suffering one knows I’ve been through something 
similar. Thankfully, even with my blunders, I’ve never lost a true 
friend because of an insensitive response.

Job was a godly man, and godly people surround themselves with 
godly friends (Psalm 1). But in their efforts to help him through his 
trials, Job’s friends ended up making him feel worse. Instead of 
holding a grudge, Job obeyed God and prayed for them in the same 
way that Jesus, when hanging on the cross, asked His Father to 
forgive those who knew not what they did (Luke 23:34).

When we are going through hard times and our well-meaning 
friends try to comfort us, they may say or do everything “wrong.” 
If our friends aren’t being helpful when we’re going through a fire, 
we should simply put them on the back burner—not burn our 
bridges. If they were friends before, they will be friends again if we 
give them grace.

Dear Jesus, only You can fully understand our trials and temptations. Help us be 
gracious to those who, in their humanness, try their best to help us grieve. In Your 
name, amen.
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June 18 

A Truly Great Deal

Listen, for I have trustworthy things to say; I open my lips 
to speak what is right. My mouth speaks what is true, for my 
lips detest wickedness (Proverbs 8:6, 7).

Scripture: Proverbs 8:1-7
Song: “Nothing Compares” 

“Hello! Come! Come!” I looked in the direction of the voice 
beckoning me. A young vendor gestured, inviting me into the 
market stall. When I hesitated, he quickly reached behind a table 
piled high with pashminas and scooped up three jewel-toned pat-
terns—in blue, red, and purple. Before I could protest, he draped 
the scarves around my shoulders. “Yes, so nice. For you, only 20 
dollars. You are so beautiful.”

Our local guide stepped in, took the scarves from my shoulders, 
and thrust them at the seller. She spoke sharply in their native 
tongue, and he argued back. Then she whisked me away while the 
man raised his fist and shouted angrily at her. “Don’t be fooled,” 
she said. “He wasn’t offering you a good deal at all. He was trying 
to rip you off.”

Later my friend told me the vendors change their methods 
according to the customer. Jewel tones for some, pastels for oth-
ers. Twenty dollars for one and 40 for another. In the same way, 
worldly wisdom changes its message to speak to perceived needs 
of body, mind, and spirit. But Scripture tells us that godly wisdom 
doesn’t change according to our individual whim. It always speaks 
the truth.

God, thank You for being a trustworthy source, one whom we can be sure is honest. 
Help us to discern the voices of truth and error so that we can live wisely and well. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

4629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   21 5/30/19   10:05 AM

Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   21Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   21 3/23/20   10:18 AM3/23/20   10:18 AM



22

June 19

The Wonder Maker of the World

I [wisdom] was there when he set the heavens in place, 
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep. . . .  
I was constantly at his side (Proverbs 8:27, 30).

Scripture: Proverbs 8:22-31
Song: “The Way” 

The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World include magnificent 
man-made structures, such as the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and 
the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. Of the original seven, only the 
Great Pyramid of Giza remains. During the past centuries, more 
“wonder” lists have been compiled by people, crediting the cre-
ative work of man. And no matter what the structures represent, 
there is no denying the architectural grandeur of each one.

List makers have also established inventories of natural won-
ders. The Grand Canyon astounds us with its depth, breadth, and 
colors. The Great Barrier Reef displays lively coral for divers. And 
Mount Everest rises over 29,000 feet, with only a few thousand 
brave souls reaching the summit. And although not everyone in the 
world agrees on how these breathtaking marvels were made, the 
Bible sets the record straight: “In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).

Before God began the act of creation, wisdom (typically under-
stood to be God the Son; see Colossians 1:15) was already present 
as His architect. Nothing He fashioned was haphazard or random. 
He had oversight so the earth could work in a wonderful way for 
mankind and animals to not only survive but thrive.

Heavenly Father, what a glorious God You are. We worship in wonder when we 
consider all You have created. Amen.

4629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   22 5/30/19   10:05 AM

Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   22Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   22 3/23/20   10:18 AM3/23/20   10:18 AM



23

June 20

Jesus, Not People

Those who find me find life . . . but those who fail to find 
me harm themselves (Proverbs 8:35, 36).

Scripture: Proverbs 8:32-36
Song: “He Will Carry You”

I tried to commit suicide at the age of 20. Years of compromise 
and weak faith had caught up with me when I left the safety net 
of my Christian culture by moving across the country. Growing up, 
I had surrounded myself with youth group friends; but when life 
got tough and I couldn’t share my deepest problems, I didn’t know 
how to find answers on my own. Even as a teenager, I sometimes 
cut myself in secret to numb my pain.

Like me, some of us rely on other people to sustain our faith—
and the Bible does tell us to meet together and encourage one an-
other (Hebrews 10:25). But our church friends, ministers, Sunday 
school teachers, and Bible study leaders are no substitute for God. 
When we lose our spiritual community or suffer struggles too per-
sonal to share, and we haven’t developed our personal relationship 
with Jesus, we can find our faith fragile and look for solutions in 
ways that fall short or are even destructive.

Times will come when only God is enough. When we turn to 
Him, He invites us to open the Bible and find wisdom for life’s prob-
lems. We can ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us personally. And this 
is something we should do daily so when we find ourselves alone, 
we know the right thing to do.

Jesus, thank You for being all we need. Thank You for being our faithful and true 
friend who offers life-giving answers. In Your powerful name we pray. Amen.
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June 21

Answer the Call

All the words of my mouth are just; none of them is 
crooked or perverse. To the discerning all of them are 
right; they are upright to those who have found knowledge  
(Proverbs 8:8, 9).

Scripture: Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21
Song: “Best News Ever”

One of the handiest features on my cell phone is the caller ID. 
Before I answer, I know whether my daughter has a question, my 
mom wants to chat, or my doctor is reminding me of an upcom-
ing appointment. But sometimes the caller is identified as “Scam 
Likely.” Clearly, Mr. Likely is not one of my friends, family mem-
bers, or acquaintances, so I let my phone ring—and ring—and ring.

Curiosity never gets the best of me, because I know the person 
or recording on the other end won’t give me necessary or trust-
worthy information. Listening to the message or speaking to the 
salesperson would be a waste of time. Or worse, the solicitor may 
be skilled to craftily spin his pitch in a way that tempts me to spend 
money or give out personal information.

There is, however, one unsolicited “caller” we can be sure will 
offer us words that are useful to our lives, inspired words “for teach-
ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 
3:16). He is identified as the Holy Spirit, who wants to tell us about 
the good news of Jesus and how we can live for Him. A call to open 
the Scriptures is one that we don’t want to miss.

Father, thank You for being a persistent caller. Help us be eager to respond to the 
wise words You speak to us in Your Word. Amen.
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June 22

The Honey of the Word

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:103).

Scripture: Psalm 119:97-104
Song: “I Will Rise” 

There are certain holidays that make me think of food, especially 
sugar. Halloween goes with candy; Valentine’s Day had better bring 
some excellent chocolate my way! Generally I am a healthy eater, 
but I love having those traditional holiday foods. I’ve noticed some-
thing about sugar, though: it makes me crave more of it.

The author of this psalm has realized that the honey of Scripture 
has left him wanting more. He is in love with the law, and it’s on his 
mind all day. However, far from the detrimental effects of consum-
ing too much sugar, devouring the Word offers amazing benefits. It 
gives him wisdom and understanding; it holds him back from evil.

Notice that the psalmist incorporates Scripture in his life “all 
day” (v. 97). It is when you make studying Scripture a daily habit 
that you will notice its absence. Make the Scripture a part of your 
everyday walk and see that you crave it like honey.

Oh God, I pray that You will give me a love for Your Word. Please help me to make 
room for Your Word in my life every day. I want to make it a part of every area of my 
life the way the psalmist meditated on Your Word all day. Cement Your words in my 
heart so that I can follow You. Amen.
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June 23

Are You Ready?

“Keep watch, because you do not know the day or the 
hour” (Matthew 25:13).

Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13
Song: “O Glorious Day”

Scary movies have lost their appeal for me, but as a teenager I 
loved them. Inevitably there was a point in the movie when, sit-
ting on the edge of my seat, I wanted to scream, “Don’t do it!” 
No matter how foolish the action seemed, of course the characters 
plunged ahead. They should have known better. They should have 
been prepared.

The 10 virgins should have known exactly what to do to prepare 
for a wedding. All the women had the same opportunity to prepare. 
It was not for lack of ability to purchase oil that they were without, 
since they left with the intention to buy more.

We have the same opportunity to be ready. The Bible has pre-
pared us for Christ’s return for the last two millennia, yet we often 
might not live each day as though He could return today. Matthew 
24:44 tells us, “So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” We can be 
ready with our lamps lit by letting the light of the gospel be present 
in our words and actions.

Father, please make me ready for Your Son’s return. Open my eyes to people in my 
life who are not ready and give me the boldness to speak Your truth to them. Thank 
You for the amazing gift of Your Word that prepares us for Christ’s return. In our com-
ing Savior’s name, amen.
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June 24

The Precious Gospel

In him and through faith in him we may approach God 
with freedom and confidence (Ephesians 3:12).

Scripture: Ephesians 3:7-13
Song: “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery”

When the doctor released me from the hospital with my new-
born twins, I felt like there must be some mistake. The magnitude 
of caring for these two helpless and tiny humans surely called for 
someone with more expertise than I possessed. As time passed, the 
experience of being a mom taught me how to be a mom. It was 
hands-on training that I could gain only by doing.

Paul calls himself the “least of all the Lord’s people” (v. 8). Yet 
God gave him the privilege of carrying the gospel message. This 
mystery is that God gave His Son for people who fail again and 
again, so that we could come before Him.

Because of our faith in Christ, we have been given the precious 
gift of the gospel to carry as well. The gospel, more precious than 
anything on earth, is in the hands of every believer. It is ready to be 
carried to the corners of the world so that the unsearchable riches 
of Christ can be made known to every person. As we share the 
good news, we get better at sharing it. God has given each of us the 
amazing privilege of taking His Word to the nations.

Jesus, thank You for coming to the earth to die for my sins. I pray that, as I go about 
my daily tasks, I would remember how precious Your gospel is. Please convict my 
heart to share with those around me who need to hear Your good news. In Your 
name I pray. Amen.

4629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   27 5/30/19   10:05 AM

Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   27Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   27 3/23/20   10:18 AM3/23/20   10:18 AM



28

June 25

Do It for God’s Glory

Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough 
to judge a dispute between believers? (1 Corinthians 6:5).

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6:1-6
Song: “His Mercy Is More”

Many ministers can tell you that the times in their ministry with-
out conflict are rarer than the times with conflict. Christians will 
struggle with sin until Jesus returns; because we are forgiven rather 
than perfect humans, it is no surprise that disagreements and even 
sin arise between believers.

It is notable that Paul does not chastise the believers of Corinth 
for having disagreements. But he does exhort them to resolve things 
themselves, rather than allowing unbelieving judges to preside over 
them. Only in Heaven will we live side by side without differences 
of opinion. Here on earth, however, Paul exhorts believers to at 
least preserve our witness by settling disputes among ourselves.

First Corinthians 6:7 answers our question of how to accomplish 
this: “Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?” 
It would be better to do without a small justice owed me here on 
earth—better for the glory of God. Jesus set aside the fact that He 
had no sin, and He died on the cross for our sins. Any wrong done 
to me by a fellow believer pales in comparison to what Jesus did 
for me.

Lord, help me to set aside my own sense of what is owed to me. I pray that You 
would help me to see the sin in my own life and be filled with grace for those around 
me. Show me how to live Your love, even in circumstances that are difficult for my 
pride. In Your name, amen.
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June 26

Standing Firm in the Storm

“The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because 
it had its foundation on the rock” (Matthew 7:25).

Scripture: Matthew 7:24-27
Song: “Bury the Workmen”

Growing up in central Texas, hardly a year went by that I did 
not experience a tornado warning. Tornadoes sometimes seem to 
spring up out of nowhere. Though I was, thankfully, never in the 
direct way of the tornado, I saw many times the path of destruction 
drawn by the storm.

Sometimes all that was remaining of the houses that stood in the 
path of the storm were their foundations. Where no good founda-
tions had been in place, little evidence remained of the structures 
that had occupied the land. 

What is left of your spiritual structure when the storm hits your 
life? When the rains fall and the wind blows, they remove the in-
consequential in your life. The wise man built his house in such a 
way that it was substantial enough to withstand the storm. It begins 
with the rock. The illustration means building your life in such a 
way that everything in it has God’s stamp of approval. So that when 
the storms do come, Jesus, the Rock, helps you withstand.

God, I lift up my life to You, and I ask that You help me to identify areas where I need 
to grow spiritually. Help me to honor You with my words and actions and to obey 
You without hesitation. Show me how to put my life firmly on Your foundation, so that 
when the storms come I will not be moved. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 27

Planted in the Word

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 
wither—whatever they do prospers (Psalm 1:3).

Scripture: Psalm 1
Song: “Build Your Kingdom Here”

It was a Sunday morning in early March. My husband and I were 
driving a little more than an hour from our house for him to preach 
in view of a call to be the pastor of a small country church. We were 
both nervous and unsure of what to expect. As we took the turn 
into town, we both exclaimed aloud. The area curving into town 
was so green, it almost smacked us in the face. It was as though 
spring had exploded all around us.

When trees are planted near a ready source of water, they cannot 
help but grow. This is how God intends us to immerse ourselves 
in His law. A tree beside water does not suffer when the drought 
comes; it does not struggle to produce fruit. Literally everything it 
does is successful.

When we ask God to make His law our delight, we will crave 
closeness with the stream of life. The counsel of the wicked will 
sound like foolishness to our ears; the way of sinners will be foreign 
to us when we dive into His Word each day. His Word becomes so 
familiar that we crave it and search it out.

Lord, make Your Word sound precious to my ears. Let me crave Your Scripture and 
Your direction. In the name of Jesus, amen.
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June 28

Wisdom vs. Folly

Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way 
of insight (Proverbs 9:6).

Scripture: Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18
Song: “Rescuer” 

My family loves to hike. Even my five-year-old daughter loves the 
thrill of a new trail and the excitement of exploring an unknown 
path. In our desert mountain home, it is of the utmost importance 
to have plenty of water for every hike. When we visit family and 
hike a Texas forest, it is just as important to wear bug spray to pro-
tect from ticks and mosquitoes. The amount of wisdom we use in 
our preparation affects how enjoyable our hike becomes.

Two women in today’s proverb, Wisdom and Folly, call out to the 
passersby of the town. It is a choice to follow either one. The secret 
to success is laid out clearly: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom” (v. 10). The relationship we cultivate with God, includ-
ing time in His Word, leads us to wisdom and understanding. There 
isn’t really a middle ground. Choosing Wisdom or Folly means turn-
ing your back on the other.

 James 1:5 says that God will give anyone wisdom who asks for 
it. That’s amazing! Any believer can ask for and receive wisdom. 
Choosing wisdom is as simple as asking for God to give it so that 
you can live wisely today.

Lord, give me wisdom in my choices and words today. Help me to discern what is 
right and be bold in practicing correct living. I pray that You would help me make 
the choice of wise living into a habit that is part of my life always. For Your glory, I 
pray. Amen.
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June 29

Equipped for Jesus

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves”  
(Matthew 10:16).

Scripture: Matthew 10:16-23
Song: “Good Shepherd (Lead On)”

My 13-year-old world had been turned upside down by my par-
ents’ separation. The security I had known was ripped apart, and I 
didn’t know where I fit in anymore. A friend suggested I attend a 
teen Bible study, and there I found what I needed. When I accepted 
Christ, my heart became full of love, peace, and joy. I wanted to 
share it with all the world.

Over the next few weeks, I shared my excitement with my high 
school peers. It is an understatement to say that they didn’t share 
my enthusiasm. In fact, many began avoiding me and some even 
ridiculed me. Jesus warns His followers that they will be sent out 
like sheep among wolves. He is warning of the persecution they 
will face as they spread God’s message to the world. 

Jesus has never declared that the Christian life will be easy, 
but He has promised help through the Holy Spirit. He will speak 
through you and protect you. As you head out into the world today, 
be confident that the great shepherd is watching over you. As the 
wolves of the world surround you, look to your heavenly Father for 
guidance and protection.

Father, help us to boldly share Your good news today. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 30

A Faith-Filled Heart

“Be strong, do not fear; your God will come” (Isaiah 35:4).

Scripture: Isaiah 35:3-10
Song: “Fear Is a Liar”

How could a routine exam lead to an X-ray, a PET scan, and ul-
timately a diagnosis of colon cancer? My mom had a nodule on her 
lung, which was being followed periodically by her doctor. During 
one particular visit, it was decided to do additional examinations 
to gather more information. To everyone’s surprise, including the 
doctors, the findings indicated colon cancer. With no prior signs 
or symptoms, these results sent the family into a whirlwind. More 
tests were run, options discussed, and ultimately surgery was per-
formed.

Throughout the entire time, our faith never wavered. We held 
on to today’s verse in Isaiah: “Be strong, do not fear.” Our God 
changes fearful hearts to strong faith-filled hearts. How does He 
accomplish this? He asks that we trust Him. This doesn’t mean that 
we ignore our circumstances or not pursue medical treatment. But 
it does require us to believe in our almighty God’s strength. 

Empty your fears onto God and trust Him to respond. Emptying 
our hearts of fear and filling them with faith might become a daily 
discipline. As you face the trials of life, turn your fears over to God. 
He will come to you and give you all that you need to stand strong 
in His love and protection.

Almighty Father, as life’s trials come my way, help me to empty my heart of fear and 
refill it with the faith and strength that come only from You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Heavenly Test

“I tell you, among those born of women there is no one 
greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom 
of God is greater than he” (Luke 7:28).

Scripture: Luke 7:24-28
Song: “Life Song”

Life is full of tests. School tests, driving tests, and license cer-
tification tests are just a few. Social media offers a multitude of 
self-discovery tests. There is one test, however, that I desire to pass 
on a daily basis—a heavenly test. Each morning I ask God to guide 
my steps and place His desires on my heart. At the end of the day, 
when I do a self-assessment, I find some areas where I feel that I 
have failed the heavenly test.

In Luke, Jesus is assessing John the Baptist’s work. He tells the 
gathered crowd that “there is no one greater than John.” What an 
amazing assessment! The good news is that I can hear the same 
about my life. Jesus ends the verse by saying that “the one who is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” The “least” is us—
you and me. We become greater than John because of the Holy 
Spirit, who guides and directs us.

Today as you face the numerous tests life will throw at you, re-
member to put Jesus first. Rely on Him and the Holy Spirit to guide 
your actions. May you find, at the end of the day, that you have 
passed the only test that truly matters—the heavenly test.

Father, help me to rely on the Holy Spirit today for guidance as I walk through life’s 
tests. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Actions Speak Louder than Words

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear 
and see” (Matthew 11:4).

Scripture: Matthew 11:1-6
Song: “Here I Am, Lord”

As in most Caribbean islands, the Dominican Republic has two 
worlds. One encompasses the glamorous vacation resorts that at-
tract people with their beauty. At the opposite extreme are the en-
campments that exist within sugarcane fields. The homes are tiny, 
food is scarce, and medical treatment is mostly nonexistent. During 
four mission trips, it is with the people of these communities that I 
have spent my time.

I don’t speak Spanish or Creole, so my ability to communicate 
is severely limited. We communicate with these people in the 
love language of Jesus. Our team, over 25 years, has built homes, 
schools, and a hospital that has saved thousands of lives. We have 
taught people how to make sustainable gardens. We have brought 
medicine and taught proper hygiene. We have shown the people 
Jesus’ love by caring about their lives.

Jesus told John the Baptist’s disciples to report back to John what 
they heard and saw. Jesus emphasized His deeds as a testament 
to what His service on earth was. He could have boasted that He 
was the Son of God, but rather He wanted to be remembered for 
what He did. Today, let’s look for ways to demonstrate God’s love 
through our actions and our care for others. May our deeds speak 
with our words as we communicate the love language of Jesus.

Father, today may we serve You through our service to others. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Jesus Is Our Strength 

Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most 
of his miracles had been performed because they did not 
repent (Matthew 11:20).

Scripture: Matthew 11:20-24
Song: “The Lord Is My Rock”

I was blessed with three children in a four-year span of time. 
When my oldest daughter turned four, my son was two and the 
baby girl was four months old. Life, for many years, was busy, 
chaotic, exhausting, and demanding. I was often pulled in, what 
seemed like, 100 different directions. As I laid my head down at 
night I often wondered how I had maintained my strength and san-
ity throughout the day. The answer was always the same, Jesus. He 
became my rock and my hope.

As the children grew and life became more predictable, I found 
that I relied upon Jesus less and less. There were certainly days 
when I felt that I was stretched too thin, but during those times I 
looked for inner strength rather than turning my eyes to Jesus. I had 
become like the people Jesus talks about in today’s Scripture. They 
had spent time with Him, watched Him do miracles, and yet they 
hadn’t turned to God.

Jesus wants to be present and active in our lives. He doesn’t 
want His power or deeds to go unnoticed by us. He is available 
and waiting for us to come to Him in prayer and to walk with 
Him. Look for His presence in your life today, marvel at His 
handiwork, and draw strength from His unending love.

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your power in our lives. May we rest in Your strength 
for our lives, our Rock and Redeemer. In Christ’s name, amen.
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Who Are You Yoked With?

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls” (Matthew 11:29).

Scripture: Matthew 11:25-30
Song: “Come unto Me”

“No swimming, the current is too strong” was the warning 
posted along the beach. The six ladies who had gathered for our 
annual getaway paid little heed to the warning. After a few hours 
of basking in the sun, we headed into the water to cool off. As we 
laughed and splashed, we never saw the thundering swell making 
its way to shore. As it began to crash near us, however, we realized 
the necessity of the warning. We grabbed onto each other as tightly 
as possible and prayed. For a moment, as the water crashed over 
us, we were terrified; but we came out on the other s ide intact. 
Our physical connection with each other had held us through the 
storm of the wave.

We gain support against the physical, emotional, and spiritual 
storm waves that come at us each day when we take on the yoke 
that Jesus offers to us. He is joined together with us. And because 
of His strength, through the Holy Spirit, we can stand and not get 
washed away. 

Take His yoke today. Be bound to Him and rely on Him for all 
your needs. Don’t try to go alone through the waves of life; instead 
rely on the one who is gentle, is humble, and is offering rest for 
your soul.

Jesus, You are our strength. May we remain yoked to You no matter what storms 
come our way. In Your name, amen.
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The Smallest Voice in the Room

“Whoever has ears, let them hear” (Matthew 11:15).

Scripture: Matthew 11:7-19
Song: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”

He sits in the back of my room and rarely speaks. You know him. 
In fact I may be describing you: the student who quietly works, 
doesn’t demand attention, and is often overlooked. In a class of 23 
third graders, the quiet students are the ones who get lost. Their 
voices don’t rise above the noise of those who are more demand-
ing. It takes a concentrated effort on my part to listen to them and 
give the attention and support they need.

You may not be a classroom teacher, but we all are bombarded 
with voices and noises at various times throughout our day. We 
move through a loud and distracting world, which comes at us in 
a multitude of forms. Social media, families and friends, and just 
the background hum of life that invades our thoughts—these all 
contribute to blocking out the things to which we should be giving 
our attention and support.

Jesus is asking His disciples, then and now, to listen for His voice. 
It may be in that sermon you heard, a Scripture passage or devotion 
you read, or that small tug within your heart. Whatever method He 
chooses, He is asking you to lean in and listen. May we open our 
ears to the needs of those around us and listen for the voice of Jesus 
as He guides and directs us through this crazy, loud world.

Father, You offer us a refuge from this world’s distractions. Help us to listen with fresh 
ears to Your voice today. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Savoring the Times

. . . a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and 
a time to pluck up that which is planted (Ecclesiastes 3:2, KJV).

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:2-8
Song: “Day by Day”

The light shone on my grandpa’s silver hair as he studied The 
Old Farmer’s Almanac. A farmer for over 40 years, he spent hours 
planning his crops around the almanac’s predictions. He knew the 
importance of planting, cultivating, and then harvesting. He never 
hurried any process but savored each step. 

Solomon details the events of life with care and precision. There 
is a steady cadence to his tone, reminding us that God created life 
to have rhythm and synchrony.

So often we rush our days. We look to the next event, opportu-
nity, or adventure to give us joy. Once we are married, then . . . 
Once we are promoted, then . . . Once we are debt free, then . . . 
Let us not hasten to the next moment but pause at the moments of 
our lives to savor each season. While we experience each one, let 
us give thanks to the Lord. For in all things, He is there. His pres-
ence envelops us. His love arches over us. His time is always now. 
Linger in it.

Father, thank You that You are with us in every moment of our lives for Your purpose 
and our benefit. In Jesus’ name, amen.

July 6–12. Kathleen Dunlap lives in Colorado with her husband, son, and slobbering dog. She 
enjoys cooking, running outdoors, and Sunday afternoon drives with her family.
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Joy in the Mundane

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also 
set eternity in the human heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:9-15
Song: “Heavenly Sunlight”

Carl entered the high-rise building, already exhausted after get-
ting his kids off to school, fighting rush-hour traffic, and spilling 
coffee on his suit. A cheery “Good morning” greeted him as he 
headed to the elevator. It was Josef, the building custodian. The 
cheerful European immigrant swept the dirty sidewalks, held open 
doors for rushing people, and cleaned restrooms like it was his high 
calling from Heaven. Carl returned Josef’s smile, reminded of joy 
despite struggles.

Solomon amassed great wealth yet remained unsatisfied. He 
questioned why he existed, and he despaired over life’s redun-
dancy. Then, in the middle of his diatribe of hopelessness, he wrote 
the truth that God made everything beautiful. Solomon reached 
to Heaven with restored faith in God’s active work in his own life.

Our lives cycle through patterns: work, school, church, sleep-
ing, eating, playing . . . Joy can easily slip away amid the dozens of 
dirty diapers, school car pools, hospital visits to a sick loved one, 
and rush-hour traffic. Centering on God brings renewal. His power 
fuels our peace, fires our joy, and calms our minds. Reflect on God’s 
beauty found in the routine rhythms of life. Notice His orchestra-
tion of events for our benefit and growth. Faith in God’s plan is the 
foundation of our joy.

Father, thank You for Your hand in all circumstances. Keep my joy alive in You. Help 
me keep my eyes on Your beautiful work and master plan. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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God’s Perfect Order

“All the firstborn are mine” (Numbers 3:13).

Scripture: Numbers 3:11-13
Song: “Have I Done My Best for Jesus?”

Dennis paid for gas in the car with the remaining money he had. 
He didn’t know how he was going to feed his family, keep a roof 
over their heads, or support their fledgling church. He only knew 
God had called his family as missionaries. He drove to the airport 
to pick up a minister coming to visit their mission. When the guest 
minister climbed into the car, he handed Dennis an envelope filled 
with cash. “Our church sent you this gift,” he said. “Thank you for 
your sacrifice.”

The Levites were chosen as the tribe who would lead the people 
in worship. They provided a symbol to the Israelites that God is 
holy and good, and encouraged them to keep His commands. Their 
singular devotion to God shone before the Israelites, reminding 
them to put Him first always.

We need that same reminder because the world’s order is back-
wards compared to God’s order. Riches, popularity, status—none of 
these endure. God calls us to let Him structure our lives according 
to His commands. What He asks of you may sound foolish to the 
world: Give away your money. Go on a mission trip. Become a 
foster parent. Start a nonprofit ministry. But if we trust Him, He 
will direct us. His provision will never fail. Keep Him first, and 
everything else will fall into its right place. He promises.

Heavenly Father, I give my best to You today, no matter what You ask of me. Thank 
You for Your provision and grace in my life. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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An Opportune Calling

When the time came for the purification rites required by 
the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord (Luke 2:22).

Scripture: Luke 2:21-24
Song: “I Would Be True”

Amy grew up in an affluent home. Her parents believed she was 
destined for great accomplishments in the world. Yet while Amy 
was still a young woman, the children of India captured her heart. 
She left her family and her wealth to rescue young girls from slav-
ery and build an orphanage. The girls called her Amma, meaning 
“mother.” Amy Carmichael fulfilled God’s calling for her.

Baby Jesus held the hope of the world and the wisdom of God 
in His heart. In His human form, though, He had human parents 
to model obedience to God’s ways. Mary and Joseph carefully fol-
lowed God’s outline for His people, evidencing their faith by their 
actions.

Parents have a unique calling to guide their children in the ways 
of God. They are commissioned for this sacred task, and God grants 
grace to them for it. But even those of us without children can 
influence others. Showcasing obedience to God knows no param-
eters. You can mentor a young person’s faith, volunteer at your 
church’s nursery, or give time to your local seniors community. Our 
actions demonstrate our faith. Be creative, be open, and respond to 
the Holy Spirit as He guides you to opportunities to spread God’s 
love. He will be glorified. Ultimately, that’s the goal.

Father, show us ways to love others. Grant us grace as we model our faith to every-
one around us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Extraordinary Around the Corner

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him (Luke 2:33).

Scripture: Luke 2:25-35
Song: “It’s Just Like His Great Love”

My shift had just begun at the busy retail store, yet already two 
people had called in sick, the restrooms were dirty, and my boss 
had yelled at me. An elderly lady approached. I stiffened, braced 
for an impending complaint. Instead, she grasped my hand, smiled, 
and said, “God sees you. He promises all things will work together 
for your good.” Then she walked away. I stood speechless at the 
unexpected encouragement of Romans 8:28 via this stranger.

Joseph and Mary did not expect a blessing when they came to 
sacrifice to God. While they followed God’s letter of the law, a 
prophet of God showed up to pray over their little one. Simeon had 
waited patiently for this moment. He was prepped as the messen-
ger of God to the parents of the Messiah.

We tend to be run ragged under societal pressures. We focus 
on our schedules and next achievements. But what happens if we 
reset and focus on His presence and power? In our chaos, He grants 
peace. In our mess, He offers direction. During stress, He gives 
grace. A long car ride becomes a prayer sanctuary. The waiting 
room at the hospital transforms to a place of worship. Cleaning a 
messy house changes to an act of gratitude for our family. Look up 
from the mess. Be still. An extraordinary blessing awaits, directly 
from God the Father.

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love in my life. I am reminded today that You 
see me and know me. I love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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In the Waiting

She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying (Luke 2:37).

Scripture: Luke 2:36-38
Song: “Child of the King”

John knocked on William’s door for the hundredth time. “I 
won’t leave until you answer me.” The door slowly opened. Wil-
liam’s haggard face stared into John’s concerned one. “Let me help 
you!” John said, embracing William. Over the next few years, John 
faithfully cared for William during his depression. John’s friendship 
inspired William Cowper to write songs about God’s love and care. 
God’s love shone through John, transforming William’s heart.

Anna knew heartache and loss. Luke pens that she was married 
for only seven years, then lived as a widow until she was very 
old. Love, then loss. Joy, then heartache. Anna remained in God’s 
house. Her community supported her, and she became a prophet-
ess. She clung to God’s promises, and He never lost sight of her.

Often we see only the public side of people—the pieces they 
choose to show to us. As Christ followers, our calling is to peel 
away the surface layer. Gray hair and wrinkles cloak years of wis-
dom. Sarcastic comments obscure a yearning for acceptance. Angry 
outbursts mask cries for unconditional love. Listen with empathy. 
Withhold judgment. God’s love reaches to the darkest moments of 
any past, present, or future. His grace envelops every chapter of the 
story. You and I, we and they—all believers are His children. He is 
writing each of us an amazing ending. All in His time.

Father, help us as we wait on You during our deepest struggles. Thank You for Your 
promise of hope and light. We rest on You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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A Time to Speak

. . . a time to be silent and a time to speak (Ecclesiastes 3:7).

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7b; Luke 2:39-52
Song: “Rescue the Perishing”

Jamie inhaled deeply as she met her friend’s eyes. “I have some-
thing to say to you,” Jamie said. “I’m concerned about your addic-
tion. I want you to know that you are loved and beautiful in God’s 
eyes, and I am here to help you in any way I can.” Tears filled the 
friend’s eyes, knowing that recovery would require courage and 
work. Jamie’s words of love compelled her to action.

Jesus had spent the formative years of His life submitting to His 
earthly parents. Now He was distancing from them. Mary and Jo-
seph were confused. Who was this outspoken young man? What 
was He doing speaking to His elders with authority? We can sympa-
thize with their failure to fully grasp that He was the Messiah sent 
by God. But it was time to listen to Him.

God created our tongues with the purpose of His glory. However, 
our sinful nature wants to spread juicy details of gossip. We want 
to complain about bad bosses and annoying relatives. We want to 
quip snide remarks about our friends’ social media posts. When we 
succumb to the fleeting pleasure of hurtful words, we lose time to 
speak life-filled words. God delights to fill our mouths with truth 
and compassion. He wants us to encourage the weak, give thanks 
for His blessings, and edify His people. Ask God for discretion. Pro-
ceed in love, not vitriol. The impact will be profound.

Father, use our words for Your glory and the good of others. Thank You for our ca-
pacity to speak. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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When Your Number’s Up

The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth (Mark 5:39, KJV).

Scripture: Mark 5:35-43
Song: “I Am Thine, O Lord”

As the family’s pastor, I was summoned to the hospital room of 
a dying 70-year-old woman. Her two sons, a grandson, a surgeon, 
and a nurse were huddled around her bed. “I wasn’t able to re-
move the cancer; it was too widespread. She didn’t wake up in the 
recovery room, and she is very close to leaving us,” the surgeon 
explained. Then a few minutes later, he said, “Although there is an 
occasional faint heartbeat, she is gone.” With that, he left the room.

The nurse shuffled in and out of the room, while the rest of us 
waited for the inevitable. As the night wore on, the sons, grandson, 
and I took the nurse’s advice and went home to await word that 
the woman had expired. But around 4:00 a.m. one of the sons 
received a phone call from his mother. “Mom!” he gasped. “They 
told us you had died!” 

“Well, no one told me,” his mother replied, “and I am hungry.” 
Later in the morning, she called her nurses together. It was Easter, 
and she wanted to sing them a resurrection song.

I have heard it said many times that when your number is up, it’s 
up. However, what a difference it makes to know the Lord, the one 
who puts the numbers up.

Heavenly Father, may we serve You every day until You call us home to be with You 
eternally. In Jesus’ name, amen.

July 13–19. Jim Dyet is a retired pastor and editor who lives in Colorado Springs.
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Comic Book Superheroes Have a Problem

Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: 
is not this the Christ? (John 4:29, KJV).

Scripture: John 4:27-29, 39-42
Song: “Jesus, Name Above All Names”

When I was a kid, I enjoyed reading comic books that featured 
heroes like Superman, Batman, Captain Marvel, Spider-Man, and 
Aquaman. Guess which one was my favorite? If you answered  
“Superman, the Man of Steel,” go to the head of the class! He was 
supersmart, superfast, super protective, and superstrong. He could 
do anything. He could leap over tall buildings, travel faster than a 
speeding bullet, employ X-ray vision, and lift tremendous weights. 
However, when exposed to kryptonite, he became powerless. 
But kryptonite wasn’t Superman’s only problem. He had another  
problem: he was fictitious. And so were all the other comic book 
superheroes.

 Hollywood has recently produced popular movies featuring su-
perheroes, but none of the characters can do anything for theater-
goers except entertain them and provide fleeting relief from the 
stress of living in a troubled world.

Although Jesus is sometimes cast in the role of a fictitious super-
hero, He is real and able to do for us what no comic book superhero 
could ever do. He forgives our sins, meets our daily needs, an-
swers our prayers, gives us peace and joy in even the most difficult  
circumstances, and guides us perfectly through life. We can say 
what a six-year-old girl said when she gave her version of Psalm 
23:1: “The Lord is my shepherd. I’ve got all I want.”

Heavenly Father, thank You for the amazing gift of Your Son, Jesus. Amen.
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Priceless Treasures for Every Believer

In [Christ] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge (Colossians 2:3, KJV).

Scripture: Colossians 2:1-5
Song: “I’d Rather Have Jesus”

When farmer Peter Whatling lost a hammer in a field in 2009, 
he asked a friend to use his metal detector to help him find it. He 
retrieved the hammer but also found an oak chest full of fourth- or 
fifth-century coins, jewelry, and silver spoons.   Archaeologists ar-
rived on the scene and found other treasures. The discovered trea-
sures carried a value of nearly $4 million. Today the treasures—and 
the hammer—are on display in the British Museum.

Another valuable treasure was found in 1985 under a demol-
ished building in the Polish town of Sroda Slaska. It was a vase 
containing 3,000 silver coins from the fourteenth century. In 1988, 
more artifacts were found at another demolished building. They 
included gold and silver coins and jewelry, including a gold crown 
and a ring featuring a dragon’s head. The value of these discoveries 
was set at $120 million.

Valuable finds inspire such expeditions as scouring a park or a 
beach with a metal detector or diving deep into an ocean in search 
of sunken ships, but we don’t have to do more than read the Bible 
to find truly priceless treasure. The Bible identifies Jesus as the 
source of “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” If we want 
to learn what life is all about or how to get to Heaven or how 
to face each day with confidence, we find everything we need to 
know in Jesus.
Heavenly Father, please help me discover in Jesus the wisdom to know and do what 
is right. In His name, amen.
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No Vacancy in the Trinity!

Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for  
doctrines the commandments of men (Mark 7:7, KJV).

Scripture: Mark 7:1-8
Song: “The Song of the Soul Set Free”

Cult leader Jim Jones was born in May, 1931, and died by sui-
cide on August 18, 1978; but he didn’t die alone. Nine hundred 
of his followers died the same day after he commanded them to 
drink a mixture of cyanide-laced Kool-Aid. The horror occurred in 
Jonestown, in the jungle of Guyana, where Jones and his followers 
had moved from California. Jones had brainwashed his followers 
into believing he offered a better way of life. No one would have 
to worry about food or housing, he promised. According to Jones, 
people had to leave their families and follow him, and he misinter-
preted the Bible to persuade them to do so. Upon arrival in Guyana, 
Jones commanded his followers to hand over their passports and all 
their money. He also made them sign papers, promising they would 
never leave the compound.

Strange, isn’t it, how some people will obey the commands of 
a cult leader who promises a bright future in exchange for their 
compliance? Jim Jones’ followers surrendered their wills and their 
freedom to Jones because they hoped to earn a utopian life. 

 Being shackled to man-made rules brings slavery and frustration, 
but following Jesus brings satisfaction and freedom. Jesus prom-
ised that if we keep His commandments, our joy will be full (John 
15:11). We must not allow anyone to assume the role of God in 
our lives.
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your commandments that guide me in Your perfect 
ways and give me joy. Amen.
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What’s in Your Heart?

There is nothing from without a man, that entering into 
him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, 
those are they that defile the man (Mark 7:15, KJV).

Scripture: Mark 7:9-15
Song: “Cleanse Me, O God”

A popular TV commercial asks, “What’s in your wallet?” A much 
more important question is, What’s in your heart? What’s in your 
wallet determines what you can buy, but what’s in your heart de-
termines who you are. 

Cardiologists can learn the condition of a physical heart with 
tests. An echocardiogram uses ultrasound mainly on the chest. A 
TEE (transesophageal echocardiography) uses an echo transducer 
attached to a thin tube to take pictures of the heart and arteries. 
A heart catheterization employs a long, thin tube inserted into an 
artery or vein to diagnose cardiovascular conditions.

God doesn’t have to perform a test to determine the spiritual 
condition of the human heart. He already knows it is “deceitful . . . 
and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9, KJV). Jesus spoke of the 
heart as the seat of evil thoughts and vile acts, including “murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Mat-
thew 15:19, KJV). 

A cardiologist devises a plan to try to restore the heart to 
good health. God’s plan to cleanse and strengthen the heart in-
cludes prayer for cleansing (Psalm 51:10), internalizing His Word 
(119:11), and loving Him with all our heart (Matthew 22:37).

Heavenly Father, search my heart and cleanse it today. Help me to guard it from 
evil. Amen.
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The Source of Sin

That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man 
(Mark 7:20, KJV).

Scripture: Mark 7:17-23
Song: “I Know a Fount”

Most sins are likely premeditated. In the past couple of years, 
several well-known public figures were accused of sexual miscon-
duct and adultery. They were said to have trapped their victims. Of 
course, these sexual crimes were not the first incidents recorded 
in history. Such sins have occurred almost since our first parents 
rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden. Even Israel’s beloved 
King David committed premeditated adultery with Bathsheba. His 
lustful thoughts led to the illicit relationship. And then he tried to 
cover up his sin by bringing Bathsheba’s husband home from the 
battlefield, and then later David devised a way to have him killed 
(2 Samuel 11).

It is good that David understood that he alone was responsible 
for his sin, so he cried to God for forgiveness. He prayed to be 
washed thoroughly from his iniquity and cleansed from his sin 
(Psalm 51:2). He asked God to create a new heart in him (v. 10). In 
modern terms we might say David experienced a catharsis.

Evil thoughts may lead to evil deeds. We should be aware of the 
power of replacing those thoughts—when we have them—with 
thoughts that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, commendable, 
morally excellent, and praiseworthy (Philippians 4:8). This cathar-
sis of our thought life will result in clean living that honors God.

Heavenly Father, please cleanse my mind of any thoughts that dishonor You. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Answering the Call

[Jesus] went round about the villages, teaching (Mark 
6:6, KJV).

Scripture: Mark 6:1-6
Song: “I Love to Tell the Story” 

Answering the call of God, fearless circuit preachers in the old 
Wild West rode their horses from town to town to preach the  
gospel. Known as “saddlebag preachers,” because their Bibles and 
all their possessions were packed in their saddlebags, these devoted 
servants of the Lord braved severe weather, swamps, fever, highway 
robbers, and even starvation as they preached every day in small  
villages, fields, courthouses, and settlers’ homes. Many circuit- 
riding preachers died before the age of 30, yet they left their mark 
on the times and inspired many others to saddle up their horses and 
carry the gospel across the frontier. In 1784, there were 83 saddle-
bag preachers, but their number swelled to 3,557 by 1839. The 
life of a circuit-riding preacher was lonely, and his family members 
faced loneliness too, as they waited anxiously for his return. 

Today’s “circuit-riding preachers” are much fewer than the num-
ber of original saddlebag preachers, but they are just as devoted. 
Each one serves two or more rural congregations, and likely wears 
out his car prematurely.

God doesn’t call every Christian to minister as an itinerant 
preacher, but He has commissioned all of us to make Christ known 
to others. So before we purchase a horse and a saddlebag and ride 
off into the sunset, we should consider sharing the good news with 
a neighbor, friend, relative, or coworker who needs to hear it.
Lord, I will go where You want me to go. I’ll say what You want me to say. For the 
sake of Your name, I pray. Amen.
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Seeking Satisfaction

For the merchandise of [wisdom] is better than the mer-
chandise of silver, and the gain thereof of fine gold (Proverbs 
3:14, KJV).

Scripture: Proverbs 3:13-18
Song: “I’d Rather Have Jesus”

As I walked down a wooded path sweeping my new metal detec-
tor’s coil low over the ground, its headset clamped on my head, I 
listened to its beeps. I also carried a shovel. My excitement built. 
Would I find buried treasure today? a pirate’s loot? silver perhaps? 
gold? Suddenly, the short beeps blared. Ripping off my headset, 
I started digging. I stopped several seconds, swiped sweat off my 
forehead, then resumed my dig till I hit a large silver object. My 
heart sank. “Great. Just great,” I complained aloud. I’d stumbled 
upon a huge metal garbage can.

Worldly wealth, like that can, is worthless when compared to 
God’s wisdom. We may work hard for worldly wealth and seek it 
just as I sought something valuable in the woods. But once we find 
it, we’re not satisfied, because we always feel like we need more. 
Most things are never enough.

God’s wisdom does satisfy us, though. Through His loving guid-
ance and correction, we’ll find godliness and contentment. That’s 
why Solomon, a man of immense wealth, penned these words. His 
earthly possessions never satisfied him. Knowing Jesus, loving Him, 
and diligently seeking His wisdom are what we should all desire.

Dear Lord, please give me the wisdom I need to walk according to Your will. Amen.
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Don’t Run Ahead

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, 
these also the Son doeth likewise (John 5:19, KJV).

Scripture: John 5:19-24
Song: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Jebba was a country dog, naïve about a big city’s dangers. While 
still a puppy, she joined my household and moved to New Orleans. 
Oftentimes I walked her to the veterinarian’s for her shots and ex-
ams. During one such walk, she darted ahead of me toward on-
rushing traffic. “No!” I screamed, tugging her leash. She froze; fear 
filled her face. She either heard or sensed my panic. I praised her 
for stopping; never again did she dash out into traffic.

Jesus didn’t run ahead of God the Father. Instead, Jesus did what-
ever He saw His Father doing. He set the example for how we 
should live. Yet how many times have we dashed out ahead of God 
like Jebba dashed ahead of me? It’s not a wise thing, running ahead, 
because we’re setting ourselves up for failure—and possibly disas-
ter. By obeying the Holy Spirit’s gentle tugs, we’ll not rush ahead of 
God, nor will we fumble and stumble and fall flat on our faces. So 
let’s be wise and follow where He leads, in lockstep with His will, 
like Jesus showed us. He’ll give us strength and the ability to do 
what He’s called us to do.

Dear Lord, please lead me in every decision I must make and in every step I take. 
Thank You, Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Love Is Our Witness

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another (John 13:34, 35, KJV).

Scripture: John 13:31-35
Song: “Love in Any Language” 

During a youth meeting, while our praises rang the rafters, a girl 
quietly sat near a window behind us. She listened, she smiled, and 
she waited till our music ended. Then our leader set aside his guitar 
and introduced her. She’d come to share her testimony, he said. She 
told us that after she’d seen our love for each other, she’d given her 
heart to Christ.

This girl perfectly illustrated Christ’s words in today’s passage. 
Love shows the world that we are Christ’s disciples. Walking in 
love fulfills His commands. Loving the way Christ did is, I believe, 
the greatest witness of all.

By loving others, especially those who don’t respond in kind, 
we’re being wise because we never know what people are going 
through. Personal difficulties, family crises, or other issues often 
affect one’s behavior. Through demonstrating love for them, how-
ever, we show them that someone cares, even if we don’t know 
their struggles. It can be a balm to their souls. And who knows? 
Our acts of love may even open doors to win them to Christ, just 
as happened with that girl who had attended my youth meeting. 
Love, after all, is our witness.

Dear Lord, please work in me to love others through me. Open doors so that I may 
reach out to those in need. Thank You, Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Pick It Up and Read

I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com-
forter, that he may abide with you for ever (John 14:16, KJV).

Scripture: John 14:15-17
Song: “Thy Word” 

In a country villa’s garden near Milan, Italy, Augustine’s mind and 
soul raged. In his words, he was “soul-sick.” He’d pursued lustful 
pleasure, philosophy, and heresies. None gave him peace, and all 
his arguments against Christianity had failed. Now he sought spiri-
tual purity, but sin battled him hard. Then a child’s voice sang from 
a nearby house: “Pick it up and read, pick it up and read.” So he 
opened a book from Paul’s letters. He saw Romans 13:12-14, and 
verse 14 jumped off the page: “Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof” (KJV).

Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit, like a divine prosecutor, 
pointed out Augustine’s sins, then testified about Christ. The Holy 
Spirit showed him the truth and guided him in the way. Augustine 
became one of early Christianity’s most famous leaders.

Just as Augustine discovered he didn’t need philosophy or 
worldly wisdom, neither do we. They don’t fulfill us, and they steer 
us into bondage and sin. However, if we pick up our Bibles and 
read, the Holy Spirit will reveal Jesus to us. Let’s commit ourselves 
to spending time in God’s Word every day, for His Spirit is also our 
comforter, our encourager, and our advocate. Jesus said He would 
abide with us forever.

Dear Lord, as I read Your Word, may I receive a greater revelation of Your Son, Je-
sus. Thank You, Lord. In Jesus’ mighty name, amen.
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Loving God

He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him 
(John 14:21, KJV).

Scripture: John 14:18-24
Song: “Bind Us Together, Lord”

John Newton, who wrote the hymn “Amazing Grace,” encour-
aged his young Christian friend William Wilberforce to stay in poli-
tics after William’s conversion. William was, at the time, a member 
of Parliament. When he witnessed the horrors of Great Britain’s 
slave trade, God gave him a passion to end it. After working many 
years in Parliament, and despite opposition, he finally got a bill 
passed that abolished the trade in 1807. That same year, the Aboli-
tion of the Slave Trade Act entered America’s law books.

William had Jesus’ command to love others, so he demonstrated 
his love for the Lord by loving the less fortunate. He knew God had 
called him to serve in Parliament to bring an end to the slave trade’s 
sinful practice. Gladly he obeyed the call. For him, obedience was 
not a burden but a privilege.

When we love God, obedience isn’t a burden. It’s a privilege and 
a joy. That’s not to say it’s always easy, because it isn’t. Sometimes 
God will call us, like He did William Wilberforce, to accomplish a 
difficult task. But whatever He’s called us to do, He’ll enable us to 
do. When we love God, we’ll walk in obedience to His Word and 
His will.

Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for Your commandments and Your Word. Enable me to 
please You in everything I do. In Your holy name, amen.
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Listen to Our Teacher

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost . . . shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you (John 14:26, KJV).

Scripture: John 14:25-31
Song: “Come, Holy Spirit” 

For many years, John Wesley struggled to find what he thought 
would please God. He ministered to prisoners and the poor, studied 
the Bible, and even went to the colony of Georgia for a brief time as 
a missionary. He based his religion on good works; that is, till he at-
tended a Moravian meeting on Aldersgate Street in London. While 
someone read the preface to Martin Luther’s commentary on the 
book of Romans, the Holy Spirit showed Wesley that we’re saved 
through faith, not works. By teaching Wesley about faith and God’s 
grace for salvation, the Holy Spirit delivered him from striving and 
made him ready to be used by God to bring revival throughout 
Great Britain, winning thousands of souls to Christ.

The same Holy Spirit is also our teacher. Jesus said He would 
teach us “all things.” Before we can learn from Him, though, we 
must first be teachable and willing to obey.

As we read the Bible, let’s not approach it like we would any 
other book. Instead, because it’s God’s Word, let’s read it prayer-
fully, asking the Holy Spirit to teach us through it. While we lis-
ten to sermons, let’s keep our spiritual ears alert for His voice in 
the message. The Holy Spirit, our perfect teacher, will teach us all 
things. We only have to stay alert, listen, and obey.

Father, thank You for Your Holy Spirit. Help me to listen and learn from Him. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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Knowing

If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father 
also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him 
(John 14:7, KJV).

Scripture: John 14:1-14
Song: “I Want to Know You”

Horses and I share a mutual misunderstanding, which explains 
why I’m not much of a horseback rider. Good riders spend time 
with their horses, getting to know them. Also, they understand 
their animal’s body language, which enables them to anticipate 
what their mounts will do in different situations. All of this takes 
quality time for both man and his four-legged friend.

Because I’m seldom around horses, I’ve only read a few things 
about them. Oh, I know a smattering of horse facts and a few breed 
names, but I neither really know nor understand them. Similarly, 
we may know what the Bible teaches, we can talk about Jesus and 
even quote verses; but really knowing Him isn’t mere head knowl-
edge. It goes beyond this.

Knowing Christ means having a relationship with Him. It means 
spending time with Him, becoming more like Him. Only then will 
we grow in wisdom and grace. Kneel before Him in prayer, worship 
Him with all our hearts, attend a good church, read and study His 
Word. To know and understand anything takes a sacrifice of our 
time. Since Christ sacrificed himself for us and loves us so much, 
He’s the most important one we need to know. Let’s all spend qual-
ity time with Him today.

Dear Lord, thank You for sending Jesus to offer himself as a sacrifice for my sins. 
Help me to sacrifice my time so that I may spend time with You. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.

Ju ly  26

4629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   59 5/30/19   10:05 AM

Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   59Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   59 3/23/20   10:18 AM3/23/20   10:18 AM



60

The Mystery

The mystery [of the word of God] that has been kept hid-
den for ages and generations . . . is now disclosed to the 
Lord’s people (Colossians 1:26).

Scripture: Colossians 1:24-29
Song: “More About Jesus”

My friend says, “There is nothing like a good mystery.” Or is 
there? I used to like to follow Sherlock Holmes on his adventures 
or solve a whodunit game. But recently my mysteries come more in 
the form of “Where are my glasses?” or “What did I come in here 
for?” I’ve discovered that the real enjoyment is not in the mystery, 
but in its revealing!

God kept a secret, a mystery, for ages and generations, but He 
also gave His chosen people clues about the future. It has been 
said, “The new is in the old concealed, and the old is in the new 
revealed.” There are Old Testament types, shadows, and even God-
directed visits that led toward understanding, but still contained 
the mystery.

Paul rejoiced that he could now present the Word in its full-
ness. He could share with us the revelation of the mystery, which is 
Christ in us (v. 27). We can now have assurance of forgiveness and 
salvation through the Holy Spirit, who indwells each believer. It’s 
no longer a mystery, but an opportunity to praise God!

Father, we praise You for revealing the mystery of Your plan, purpose, and great love. 
In our Savior’s name, amen.

July 27–August 2. Denny Lynch has been an Army officer, forest ranger, and professor of forest 
sciences while also walking with the Lord and his wonderful, encouraging wife, Joyce. The joy of 
the Lord is his strength.
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Mercy

[Our Savior] saved us, not because of righteous things we 
had done, but because of his mercy (Titus 3:5).

Scripture: Titus 3:3-7
Song: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

I taught a large class required of all majors in the college. When 
I gave a test, I had to have two versions to ensure that students did 
their own work. On the front of each version was a special code. 
At the beginning and end of the test period, I made special efforts 
(think heroic) to focus students on correct coding, because if they 
got this wrong they would fail the test. On one occasion, when 
grades had been posted, a highly distressed young man came to my 
office saying he didn’t understand why he had failed the test.

Looking at his test we found he had incorrectly coded it. I re-
viewed with him all the warnings I had made about incorrect cod-
ing and the penalty of failing. He admitted he remembered these. 
I then pointed out that what he was really seeking was not justice, 
but mercy. So I required that he write a short essay on mercy in 
exchange for a re-grading of his test!

We have a just God who has repeatedly warned us that we are 
clearly guilty sinners before Him and that there are penalties. Our 
goodness doesn’t cover or excuse our sin. It is simply inadequate 
to dismiss the penalty. God would be totally just if He simply as-
sessed the penalty and went on. But because of His mercy, His great 
mercy, He saves us by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gracious Father, thank You for Your mercy. Thank You for Jesus. Amen.
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Good Gifts

“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children . . .” (Luke 11:13).

Scripture: Luke 11:9-13
Song: “Give Thanks”

What was the best gift you ever received? As the oldest child in 
my family, I knew my parents were struggling financially and it was 
difficult for them to buy gifts for us on birthdays and at Christmas. 
I always marveled at how they could take used items and make 
them like new, or how they were able to find new things at abso-
lute bargain-basement prices. One Christmas I wanted to learn how 
to play the guitar, but knew it was probably out of reach and that 
lessons were beyond possibility. So I resigned myself to reality—it 
would be a Christmas without music!

On Christmas morning, though, my eyes got as big as baby 
moon hubcaps! Beneath the tree was a new guitar. It wasn’t name-
branded or full size, but it made guitar sounds! My friends began 
to teach me what they knew, and we practiced together. Soon we 
had a small community singing group that resulted in great times.

God delights in giving us truly good gifts. Things we never ex-
pected turn out to be absolute blessings. Without question, the best 
gift I ever received was not that guitar, but salvation through the 
work of the Word, the Holy Spirit, and the perfect sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus. God’s love changed my life! Later He added a special 
plus, the love and life friendship of the most beautiful girl in the 
world.

Jehovah Jireh, thank You for blessing us with truly good gifts. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Understanding Suffering

We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suf-
fering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope (Romans 5:3, 4).

Scripture: Romans 5:1-5
Song: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”

Where I live, it seems that every street corner is being rebuilt 
into an emergency health facility. Banks are a close second, fol-
lowed by coffee shops. Why has emergency health care become 
a profit center? For nonmedical people this is hard to understand, 
but there are likely several reasons. Among them is simply the huge 
number of people afflicted with a variety of health issues. All have 
one thing in common: they are suffering. I am struck by the num-
ber of people I meet who suffer health issues. 

Suffering is one of the hardest things for a child of God to un-
derstand. Often our minds fill with questions. Why me? Why am I 
suffering, Lord? After all, Your Word is clear—You are the one who 
heals even the most difficult cases. We know You allow suffering 
but are not the cause of it, so why are You allowing this?

Perhaps why is the wrong starting point. Maybe the better ques-
tion is, “Lord, what are You teaching me in my suffering?” Suffering 
is easier to bear if we understand God has a purpose for us. Today’s 
Scripture presents a growth process that is at work in our suffering. 
God intends to move us from suffering to perseverance, then on to 
character, and then on to hope. The hope of becoming more like 
Jesus.

Father, lead us to submit to Your total healing of our body, soul, and spirit. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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Defeating Evil

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though 
for a good person someone might possibly dare to die  
(Romans 5:7).

Scripture: Romans 5:6-11
Song: “Victory in Jesus”

In 1942, my father coached a college baseball team in southeast 
Kansas. The players seemed so full of life and fun, they became 
my heroes. Then things became more serious. Perhaps it was the 
highly charged atmosphere because the team was close to winning 
the national championship. But there seemed more to it. 

In the evenings my family often went for ice cream to the cream-
ery by the train depot. We began to see the troop trains coming 
through town. Young men, like my heroes, would jump off the 
train joking and laughing to get a candy bar before it left. They had 
willingly decided to volunteer their lives in defense of America at a 
time of great peril. What we all didn’t realize was the price it would 
take to defeat that evil; some of these young men were not coming 
back. They didn’t intend to die for their country, but the possibility 
of daring to die was there. They were making a choice of country 
over self to keep little kids like me safe and free. Their willingness 
to die sacrificially comes as close to our Scripture verse today as I 
can envision.

God offers the perfect solution to defeat evil permanently. It 
too required a great sacrifice of life: “God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us”  (Romans 5:8). Will you accept His demonstration of love today?

Father, we are overwhelmed by the power of Your love. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Preparing the Way

“In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3).

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-8
Song: “Glory Be to the Father”

The Sonoran Desert near Tucson, Arizona, is a favorite place 
to hike in winter because there is almost always a wildflower in 
bloom. But with dense areas of saguaro, beavertail, prickly pear, 
fishhook, and hedgehog cactus among a variety of cholla plants, it 
is important to stay on a prepared way. Even the slightest side step 
will often result in, at least, a scratch or a thorn. Cutting across the 
terrain off a trail results in multiple scratches, which my son refers 
to as “Arizona pin-striping.” It’s better to stay on the prepared way.

John the Baptist called out to people of his time about preparing 
a way in the desert and making a straight highway for the Lord 
(Matthew 3:1-3). His call was in fulfillment of our Scripture read-
ing for today. It was not about building hiking trails or interstates, 
but about repenting and preparing hearts for the coming Messiah. 
It was about forsaking a life full of thorns for a life centered in the 
kingdom of Heaven. With it came a promise to see the glory of the 
Lord revealed to mankind for all time.

Today we need to point to the way the Lord has prepared. We 
need to cry out for the world to repent and accept Christ’s offering 
of salvation. We have the promise spoken by the Lord: He is com-
ing again!

Dear God, we seek to comfort others with the promise of the return of the Lord 
Jesus. In His name, amen.

August  1
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August  2

Being Renewed

The sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; 
its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same 
way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their 
business (James 1:11).

Scripture: James 1:1-11
Song: “God Made Something Beautiful Out of My Life”

The hillsides were covered by beautiful wildflowers with amaz-
ing shapes, sizes, and colors. People kayaked on a small pond as the 
evening sun set. One could scarcely guess the location of this un-
usual display that followed a winter of record rainfall. Day by day, 
however, sun and wind took their toll and flowers appeared less 
lush and more shriveled. Hillsides turned from green to brown, and 
the small pond disappeared into dried mud. In just a few days, the 
landscape had returned to the drought common to Death Valley.

So it is with mankind—some in humble circumstances, some 
rich and highly placed, some believing, some doubting, some un-
certain, but all fading away in the physical sense. Believers who are 
in testing and trials have reason to rejoice because God is at work 
through them. They have an opportunity to see that He is using 
them to make and shape His plan to glorify himself.

It is the seemingly fully satisfied person—the o ne who is un-
aware or doesn’t care what is happening—who unwittingly fades 
away, immersed in purposeless routine. God wants to make some-
thing unexpectedly beautiful of your life. You may sense that your 
life is merely fading, but stay alert. He is renewing your heart.
Father, we praise You for Your work in our lives that gives us purpose and meaning 
for each day. Renew us in Your Word and through Your Spirit. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Caught in Action

“Do not defraud or rob your neighbor” (Leviticus 19:13).

Scripture: Leviticus 19:13-18
Song: “It Is Well with My Soul”

Our electricity bill had steadily risen for a couple of months 
without explanation. Then one hot summer evening, the electric-
ity unexpectedly shut off. After the crew from the utilities company 
arrived, they discovered the problem: new neighbors in an adjacent 
apartment building had somehow rigged their building to tap into 
our home’s power lines. No wonder our bills were so high!

Theirs was an extreme case of robbing one’s neighbors, but it 
illustrates just how far some people will go to do so. I don’t re-
member whether the company refunded my parents’ money for 
overcharges. I do remember how my mom and dad responded to 
our neighbors’ abhorrent actions: initially angry about the situation, 
they eventually forgave our neighbors, then befriended them.

It’s not always easy living in community. And robbers and cheat-
ers complicate matters by destroying a community’s tranquility. 
They put people on edge, shattering peace of mind and sowing dis-
cord among neighbors. People can’t thrive in such situations, ever.

As believers, we know we’re supposed to treat others like we 
want to be treated. That means, as today’s verse reminds us, not 
defrauding or robbing anyone—in any way. Imagine how peaceful 
our communities would be if everyone took the verse to heart!

Heavenly Father, help us to live honorably among those we come in contact with 
daily. In Jesus’ name, amen.

August 3–9. Lisa A. Crayton is an author, freelance writer, conference speaker, and writing mentor 
living in Maryland. She loves writing material that helps others grow in Christ.
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People Are Watching

Among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance 
and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring 
(2 Thessalonians 1:4).

Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5, 11, 12
Song: “It Ain’t Over” 

We don’t usually sign up for trouble, but it finds us anyway. And 
when it does, we encounter a dilemma: Will we face trials from a 
godly or from a worldly perspective? Some believers opt for the lat-
ter. They rely on the popular idea of “Fake it till you make it.” That 
saying is often related to pretending success before it shows up, 
especially when dealing with thorny issues outside of our control.

The problem? “Fake it till you make it” spirituality is pretty weak. 
It can’t help us weather spiritual storms, real-life affliction caused 
by sickness, financial crises, or family troubles. Plus, it can’t power 
our prayer or inspire others during their troubles. What can? Faith 
and love. That’s one lesson gleaned from today’s reading. 

The apostle Paul commended the Thessalonian church mem-
bers’ faith and love. He admits boasting to other believers about 
their perseverance and faith.

Trouble knocks on everyone’s door. And most of us are keenly 
aware that people are watching how we handle it. What we often 
don’t know, however, is how many are inspired by our examples 
of authentic spirituality in action. Let’s commit to leaving room for 
that inspiration by shucking “Fake it till you make it” spirituality 
and trusting God as the Thessalonian believers did.

Heavenly Father, help me make wise, boast-worthy choices when trouble strikes, so 
that people watching me see a beacon of hope. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Ready to Laugh

Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh  
(Luke 6:21, KJV).

Scripture: Luke 6:20-23
Song: “Trading My Sorrows”

A couple of days after my father’s funeral, some relatives and 
I decided to go to the movies. We sought a break from all of the 
visitors. And we wanted to relax and laugh. We selected a comedy 
movie with great reviews. Unfortunately, during the movie’s open-
ing scene grief overtook me. I unexpectedly burst into tears, fled 
the theater, and hurried home. I cried myself to sleep that night.

Fast-forward a year later: My mother hosted a barbecue in cel-
ebration of my late father’s birthday. At the barbecue featuring 
some of my father’s favorite foods, relatives and friends shared fond 
memories of him; and we laughed ourselves to tears. That evening, 
some of us went to the movies. I had a blast, chuckling uncontrol-
lably during some scenes. The difference? I still missed my dad—a 
lot—but the overwhelming grief I’d initially experienced had lifted.

When a loved one dies, it hurts. The resulting grief can be crush-
ing at times. Other heartbreaking situations also may be equally 
difficult to bear. And it may be nearly impossible to stop crying and 
muster up a smile, let alone laugh.

Today’s verse is a lifeline at such times. It assures us that despite 
the floodgates of tears we shed, we will laugh again. That may seem 
unlikely if crying is your constant companion today, but know that 
God fulfills His promises. You will laugh again.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the promise and gift of laughter. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.
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Wired for Good Deeds

Even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed 
(1 Peter 3:14).

Scripture: 1 Peter 3:13-19
Song: “We’re Blessed” 

“No good deed goes unpunished.” The first time I heard that 
adage was at work. A colleague had volunteered for a task and 
became embroiled in unnecessary conflict. He explained how the 
issue resolved, and sort of jokingly said he might never volunteer 
again. But there was still some conviction in his words. Why bother 
volunteering if the only rewards are headaches and conflict?

I’ve asked myself that when I have encountered challenges 
while trying to do good deeds, and especially when I’ve spoken up 
for others. Why do I bother? God’s wisdom compels me to try. Plus, 
I’m just wired to champion the underdog, the person most likely to 
be picked on, overlooked, or ignored. And truthfully, I love helping 
in a pinch. Besides, it’s hard for me to know that I have the ability 
or skill to assist and to just walk away without providing either.

Whatever the cause of the resistance to my efforts, I try to perse-
vere. As I do, 1 Peter 3:14 gives me hope and courage. 

Perhaps you have faced opposition and feel you’ve been unfairly 
targeted while helping others. If so, embrace today’s verse. Know 
that we are wired for good deeds—and blessed despite the chal-
lenges we face. So rather than run away from God’s invitation to 
maintain good deeds, embrace it, knowing He sees and applauds 
your efforts.

Holy Spirit, please help me persevere under pressure, and give me wisdom as I 
encounter resistance to doing what’s right. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Think About That

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you 
were called (1 Corinthians 1:26).

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Song: “I Won’t Go Back” 

By all accounts, God used a ragtag team of believers to spread 
the gospel from nation to nation. The apostle Paul makes that abun-
dantly clear in today’s passage as he runs down the list of things the 
believers were not before they became Christians. By all accounts 
they had nothing much to offer, yet God still used them for His 
glory.

The apostle invites the Corinthian believers to think back to who 
and what they were before becoming Christians. Sometimes it’s a 
good exercise for us to follow their example because we too had 
nothing to offer but God still accepted us—and uses us. Thinking 
back helps us to remember how little we knew about God and 
spiritual things. It helps us remember how much we’ve changed 
to conform to our Savior’s image and to bear the fruit of the Spirit. 
And it keeps us humble, acknowledging that we can do nothing for 
God without His empowering Spirit.

Thinking back and recognizing the change God has brought in 
us can help us better serve God and others. For example, we can 
have more patience with those who flounder after their initial calls 
to follow Jesus. And as we succeed in God-given tasks, remember-
ing will enable us to give God all the credit for everything. Have 
you forgotten who and what you were? What do you think: Is it 
time for you to take a trip down memory lane?
Father God, I give You glory for all You have done, and are doing, in my life. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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Don’t Play Favorites

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ must not show favoritism (James 2:1).

Scripture: James 2:1-7
Song: “I Surrender All”

One Sunday morning at church I entered the pew, put my bag 
down, and started singing along with the congregation. Within min-
utes, a gentleman plopped down next to me. I glanced sideways . . . 
and paused. He was dirty and disheveled. Throughout the service, 
I had opportunity to interact with the congregants, but each time 
I treated that gentleman differently. My coolness screamed favorit-
ism. I repented but have not forgotten my behavior, which was akin 
to that in the illustration in today’s Scripture passage.

Favoritism is pervasive. It occurs at church. It rears its head in 
families. And it shows up on job sites when supervisors talk up one 
employee’s work while totally ignoring contributions from others.

Favoritism also stinks—unless you’re on the receiving end of its 
benefits. But even then, from God’s perspective, it is not welcome 
in the kingdom of God. It can have eternal consequences, causing 
people not to hear the good news because believers overlooked 
them while showing favoritism to someone else. God forbid!

Growing as a believer means being willing to admit one’s short-
comings. Favoritism has been mine in the past. What about you? If 
you’ve struggled in this area, let’s commit to ongoing change. Em-
bracing today’s verse, let’s commit to giving equal treatment that 
draws people to the almighty God who never plays favorites!

Holy Spirit, help us. We don’t want to show favoritism. Please strengthen us daily to 
model Christlike, impartial behavior. To Your glory, amen.
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Watch Your Mouth!

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not 
keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and 
their religion is worthless (James 1:26).

Scripture: James 1:19-27
Song: “In Control” 

Today’s Scripture passage is one of the very first I learned as a 
new Christian. Friends who had encouraged me to faith suggested 
I needed it. Ouch. They were right. Having grown up in a family 
known for quick, sarcastic wit and sometimes funny barbs, I was 
known for my “smart mouth” that could equally make a person 
wince or cry—a skill not needed or welcome in the kingdom of God.

Acting on my friends’ counsel, I painstakingly read and memo-
rized Scriptures regarding the tongue and how to wield it as a vessel 
of blessing, not cursing. Still, I struggled with achieving that goal. I 
needed to change. I wanted to change. But I was relying on myself 
to become something God’s Word said I should become. Realizing 
the error, I switched tactics. I prayed about my wayward tongue, 
inviting others to pray in agreement with me. It took months before 
I could easily speak without being rude or sarcastic, my former ver-
sion of trying to be funny.

Many people admit that they don’t want to become believers 
because they don’t want to change. What they fail to realize is that 
change can be a good thing. It can make us a better version of our-
selves—one we never imagined. That happens when we give the 
reins of our lives—including our tongues—to God.

Heavenly Father, help me use my tongue in God-honoring ways. To Your glory I 
pray. Amen.
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He Will Provide

Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to 
this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be 
provided” (Genesis 22:14).

Scripture: Genesis 22:9-19
Song: “I Will Follow”

Years ago, when my husband and I were in missionary training, 
one of the instructors gave me a handmade bookmark that read, 
“Where God guides, God provides.” It sounds like a trite little state-
ment; but if you realize the truth behind those five words, there is 
nothing little about them. That saying was tested many times while 
we served in missions.

Often God guides us into situations where some sort of personal 
sacrifice is required. As with Abraham, it is God’s way of asking us, 
“Do you love Me above all?” The thing He asks us to sacrifice is 
always something important to us. If it is something we are com-
fortable giving up, we don’t depend on Him; we believe we have 
everything under control and that the sacrifice can be accomplished 
in our own strength.

So God, in His wisdom, often asks us to trust in Him for things 
that, to our finite minds, are inconceivable, even impossible. 
“Where God guides” will often make us uncomfortable. He does 
that because He loves us as a Father, to increase our trust in Him. 
Where He guides, He always provides.

Father God, thank You for Your provision for my physical needs and my spiritual 
growth. Help me to trust You more. In Jesus’ name, amen.

August 10–16. Jill Sanderson Millsap works as a para-educator and lives in Wyoming with her 
husband of 32 years. Her children and grandchildren bring much delight to her life.
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Faith in the Face of Fear

[Rahab] had taken them up to the roof and hidden them  
under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof (Joshua 2:6).

Scripture: Joshua 2:1-7
Song: “No Longer Slaves”

Several of my greatest fears awaited me when we moved our 
family of six to Irian Jaya, Indonesia. At that time, the religious 
culture in Indonesia was 95 percent Islam. I feared religious perse-
cution. Malaria, a mosquito-borne illness, is rampant there. I feared 
sickness and death. Some thought we were crazy, but we felt God’s 
call on our lives, and we followed that call—to go more than 9,000 
miles away from home, family, and familiarity. It was the hardest 
thing I’ve ever done. I honestly feared that we’d go there with our 
four children and come back with three. Or two. Maybe none of 
us would come back!

I will never forget the sense of peace that washed over me the 
moment we arrived. It lasted the entire time we were there—
through a political uprising and through several cases of malaria in 
my two youngest children. His peace covered me and clung to me 
like a shroud.

What fears are you facing today? Is God calling you to do some-
thing “crazy”? Something dangerous? Joshua’s young spies faced 
their fears as they entered Jericho. Rahab faced her fears as she hid 
the spies and redirected the king’s men. Through facing my fears, 
I learned that God’s grace and peace overpower all fear. He never 
leaves us or forsakes us (Hebrews 13:5).

Heavenly Father, Your perfect love casts out all fear. Help me to be obedient to Your 
call on my life, no matter what. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Love Mercy

“The master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ 
he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged 
me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?’” (Matthew 18:32, 33).

Scripture: Matthew 18:23-35
Song: “Mercy”

The game of Mercy is played by two people who grasp each 
other’s hands with interlocked fingers. The goal is to twist the op-
ponent’s hands until the opponent surrenders, yelling, “Mercy!”

True mercy is a difficult concept, especially for those who have 
never been shown mercy. To put it simply, mercy is undeserved 
pardon. It is deliverance from judgment. God’s mercy is demon-
strated in His sparing us from what we deserve: eternal separation 
from His holiness because of the filthiness of our sin. In His unfath-
omable mercy, He sent His Son to take the penalty for our sin upon 
himself, saving us from the death we deserve.

Mercy is a requirement for His people. Micah 6:8 says, “What 
does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God.”

How can mercy play out in your daily life? Be nice to mean 
people. Offer forgiveness freely, before it is asked for. Prefer others 
above yourself. Offer to pay the consequence for someone else. 
Instead of waiting for your “opponent” to beg for mercy, extend it 
freely, just as God the Father extended His mercy to you, while you 
were yet a sinner (Romans 5:8).

Father, when I think on Your great mercy, I am overcome with gratitude. Help me to 
extend mercy to others as You have to me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Holy Living

I want you to stress these things, so that those who have 
trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing 
what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for 
everyone (Titus 3:8).

Scripture: Titus 3:1, 2, 8-11
Song: “Take My Life and Let It Be”

I work with elementary school children, and each year I seem 
to learn the names of the “naughty kids” first. Why? Because they 
draw attention to themselves by their actions and require correc-
tion on a regular basis. “Even a child is known by his doings” (Prov-
erbs 20:11, KJV). The “good kids” also stand out, and in a matter of 
weeks, the entire school knows who’s who.

God wants His children not only to be good but also to devote 
themselves to doing good. We are intended to stand out in this 
world for our actions and not to gain attention for ourselves or to 
become famous or puffed up over our goodness. Scripture tells us: 
“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Our society is getting darker. Instead of despairing, let us see that 
as an opportunity to shine brighter, giving more glory to God. We 
will stand out more and more as the world around us turns away 
from Him. Let us hold on tightly to His Word and devote ourselves 
to doing what is good—for His glory and for the sake of lighting the 
way for others to find hope.

Dear Lord, help me to devote myself to doing good in order to bring others to You. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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The Center

These commandments that I give you today are to be on 
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7).

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Song: “This Is the Air I Breathe”

Life on Earth depends on our position in relation to the Sun. If 
Earth were any closer to the Sun, our oceans would boil away. Con-
versely, if Earth was farther from the Sun, our blue planet would be 
white with ice. Either way, life would be destroyed. God the Cre-
ator placed us exactly the right distance from the Sun to sustain life.

A great way to make your life unnecessarily difficult is to believe 
or act as if the world revolves around you. Just as the Earth revolves 
around the Sun and depends on its warmth for its very existence, 
we should “revolve” around God and depend on Him in every area 
of our lives. His Word is to be a living and active presence to us, 
like the Sun is to the Earth. He should be the center of our being, 
the center of our homes, the reason for everything we do. Let us 
not neglect to teach our children and grandchildren to depend on 
the Lord in every way, every day of their lives. “In him we live and 
move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). He is the very author and 
giver of life.

Father, help me to remember how dependent I am on You—and to live my life with 
You at the center. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Mercy Triumphs

Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one 
point is guilty of breaking all of it (James 2:10).

Scripture: James 2:8-13
Song: “Your Mercy”

The Christian who is truly committed to living for Jesus will live 
a life that is characterized by mercy and compassion.

Mercy understands that sin is sin. Mercy accepts the fact that 
I am no better than the “shadiest” of sinners I encounter as I go 
about my life. The only difference that matters is that as Christians, 
we have been forgiven, and by the grace of God, we have new 
hearts. “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I 
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26). Mercy sees others through eyes of compas-
sion. It shows kindness to those who are still wandering, lost in the 
darkness. It shows love to the undeserving—because we too are 
undeserving.

Are your relationships only with those who look and act like 
you? Is your ministry focused on people who are already saved? 
Jesus was drawn to people who needed Him. He touched leprosy 
victims, He spoke with compassion to prostitutes, He welcomed 
the despised into His presence. As sinners saved by His mercy, we 
are to extend that same mercy to others, no matter how much it 
stretches us out of our comfort zones.

Father God, help me to ever be mindful of the mercy You have shown me, and 
please provide me with what I need in order to be merciful to others. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.
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Two Vitals

You see that a person is considered righteous by what 
they do and not by faith alone. . . . As the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead (James 2:24, 26).

Scripture: James 2:14-26
Song: “Spirit of the Living God”

Most homes have a variety of appliances. Vacuum cleaners, dish-
washers, ovens, washers, dryers . . . The list goes on. These modern 
inventions are not only useful; they are depended on to the point 
that we hardly know how we’d live without them. Nearly all ap-
pliances require two vital things: a power source and an operator.

So it is with Christians. We need a power source, which is the 
Spirit of God who lives within everyone who has been born again. 
We also need an operator. You can plug your vacuum cleaner in, 
but unless you direct it around the carpet, it will just sit there mak-
ing noise. We can be filled with the Spirit and have all kinds of 
wonderful spiritual knowledge, but what use is it if we don’t get 
moving? God wants to use us and has empowered us to do good 
works (Ephesians 2:10).

Think of a puppet. No matter how intricate or expensive it may 
be, the toy is limp and useless without your hand operating it. Let 
us not settle for being limp and useless Christians, but instead wel-
come God’s Spirit to fill us, and His hand to guide us in everything 
we do, that our works may demonstrate our faith and glorify our 
Father in Heaven (Matthew 5:16).

Dear God, fill me with Your Spirit today and guide me to the works You have pre-
pared in advance for me to do. In Christ’s name, amen.
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God Is Always Faithful

At the end of your life you will groan, when your flesh and 
body are spent (Proverbs 5:11).

Scripture: Proverbs 5:7-14
Song: “The Steadfast Love of the Lord”

Many families, including my own, have suffered the heartbreak 
of divorce due to adultery. Sadly, my father’s last days on earth were 
spent virtually alone as a result of his sins. God was gracious in al-
lowing me to visit him on his deathbed despite airports and roads 
being closed due to weather. I saw it as the Lord wanting to grant 
him one final opportunity to repent.

Unfaithfulness in marriage will cause great pain in life. God re-
peatedly cautions us to stay away from these harmful choices. He is 
always ready to provide a way of escape from temptation to sin, and 
He is quick to forgive and restore us when we repent.

When we seek God about our relationships, then He will help us 
to grow in faithfulness and love with our spouses, people around 
us, and also with Him. My life with Christ and my nearly 40-year 
marriage with my husband give testimony to what God can do. 

The end of our physical lives might be hard, but living with 
God’s wisdom, forgiveness, and restoration will always make our 
days better and easier. He is always faithful to those who seek Him.

Father God, thank You for Your faithfulness to all those who heed Your words of 
wisdom. In Messiah’s name, amen.

August 17–23. Deborah Markowitz Solan, of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, is a substitute teacher and 
conference speaker. She is committed to sharing God’s intimate love with everyone in her life.
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A Good Night’s Sleep

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, 
to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me 
morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being 
instructed (Isaiah 50:4).

Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-11
Song: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Many people have difficulty sleeping due to worries, the cares 
of the day, and troubling circumstances in their lives. Sleep and 
rest, however, are vital for health and well-being. During the day, 
thought processes are often not completed due to interruptions or 
other distractions, but the mind completes these processes during 
sleep. Problems that seemed difficult are less daunting or even re-
solved after a good night’s sleep.

God can help us sleep well and have a heart that rests in Him 
even when we are facing trouble. We may be fighting a dreaded dis-
ease or experiencing financial hardship. We may have been falsely 
accused. However, God desires for us to rest in His peace in all 
circumstances. He longs to awaken us refreshed each morning and 
ready to read His Word and apply His truths in our lives. “In peace 
I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in 
safety” (Psalm 4:8).

A good way to end each day is with a prayer of confession of 
sins of that day and with gratitude for forgiveness. We can offer 
petitions for the needs of others and give our concerns to God. This 
releases us to worship God at the end of the day and receive His 
grace and peace as we sleep.
Lord, help me to trust my waking and my sleeping hours to You. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.
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Reflecting the Beauty of God

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things (Colossians 3:1, 2).

Scripture: Colossians 3:1-11
Song: “Look Up, Child”

Fields of wild sunflowers dot the countryside across America and 
invite our attention to bring us joy as their towering, golden ap-
pearance seems to invite the sun. The endless fields of these majes-
tic sunflowers need full sun and rich soil to reach their maximum 
height of 6 to 10 feet. Their beauty seems to beckon us to reflect 
the glory of the true Son—Jesus Christ.

Christians are implored throughout the Bible to look up; to set 
our minds on things above; and to think about things that are 
lovely, noble, and pure so that we might live spiritually healthy 
lives that are good, holy, and righteous. The finished work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross draws us to accept the only way into His pres-
ence. Dwelling there creates a soft soil for the planting of His Word 
in our hearts, which produces rich fruit and innumerable spiritual 
blessings. Prayer and meditation on His Word bring fullness of life 
in God and help us to put to death sinful things. Our hearts are 
changed as we spend time with God and live in His presence—and 
allow Him to mold us into the people He desires for us to be.

Lord, help me to seek Your face so that I may put to death earthly things and reflect 
the beauty of Your holiness in all that I do. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Laws to Live By

I long for your salvation, Lord, and your law gives me de-
light. Let me live that I may praise you, and may your laws 
sustain me (Psalm 119:174, 175).

Scripture: Psalm 119:169-176
Song: “Thy Word”

I have been involved in several automobile accidents, the result 
of driving too fast and not following the law. Two of the accidents 
could have resulted in my death or very serious injury. God, in both 
instances, graciously and miraculously protected me from my own 
recklessness. By violating the speeding laws, however, my vehicles 
were totaled, and I lived with the consequences of the accidents. 

The laws of a nation are meant for the good and protection of its 
citizens. Without the constraint of the law, there would be innumer-
able accidents, injuries, and deaths due to people behaving improperly.

The Lord gave the Israelites His law for their own good and to set 
them apart as His people. It also showed them that they needed a 
Savior, because they could not follow all His commands. Although 
not always easy to follow, God’s laws are meant to help us. They 
cannot guarantee our salvation, which comes only through Jesus 
Christ, but they can bring safety and good things for us to enjoy.

Jesus said that if we love the Lord with all our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength and love our neighbors as ourselves, we will fulfill the 
heart of God’s law (Matthew 22:36-40). As we pray and consecrate 
of our lives to Him, we can experience great delight in God, His 
salvation, and His law.

Lord, please continually teach me Your ways so that I honor You in all my ways. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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Living in Unity

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language 
being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these 
who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in our native language?” (Acts 2:6-8).

Scripture: Acts 2:1-12
Song: “Bind Us Together”

Christians come in many shapes and sizes. Our cultural back-
grounds are different, as are our ages, ethnicities, appearances, 
styles of worship, languages, manners of dress, length of time walk-
ing with the Lord, and countless other factors that make us more 
different than alike on the outside. God never asks us to be cookie-
cutter Christians, lacking any distinguishing characteristics, but He 
does desire for us to live together in unity. Jesus prayed that we 
might all be one so that others would know that it was God, the 
Father, who sent Him into this world (John 17:20-23).

In today’s reading, Jews from many nations were visiting Jeru-
salem during Shavuot (Pentecost), a holiday celebrating the wheat 
harvest in Israel and the anniversary of God’s giving His law to the 
nation of Israel at Mount Sinai. On this day people heard the fol-
lowers of Christ speaking a unified message of the wonders of God 
in a diversity of languages. 

Our varied backgrounds and styles of worship are not meant 
to create divisions among us. Rather, our diverse backgrounds are 
what help us be equipped to declare the unifying message of the 
gospel to reach the lost of all nations and people groups for Christ. 

Holy Father, help us to be of one mind and heart in reaching the lost. Amen.
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One for All and All for One

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it (1 Corinthians 12:27).

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
Song: “We Are One in the Spirit”

My mother and I were a dynamic duo, both coming to Christ 
from a strong cultural, if not religious, Jewish background. We 
spoke about the Jewishness of Jesus and of the Christian faith with 
all who would listen. We experienced God’s pleasure in the way 
we worked together using our God-given strengths. But as my 
mother aged, debilitating pain made it hard for her to be out and 
about. But she didn’t stop doing her part—she simply adjusted to 
what she was able to do. 

Paul’s metaphor of the human body helps us understand our 
parts in the body of Christ. We all know about our different physical 
body parts, and how they each operate in distinct but coordinated 
ways.  Each part of our bodies works independently and yet also 
works within the entire human anatomy for its effective use. And 
when parts of our bodies don’t work so well, we adjust and keep 
living and giving as long as we can.

In the same way, we in the body of Christ each have important 
roles throughout our lives. And sometimes we might need to seek 
God on how we should adjust as we continue to serve for the great-
est spiritual effect in our world.

Lord, help me to recognize and fulfill the unique role You have for me in Your church 
at this stage of my life—for Your glory and witness in the world. In Your name I pray. 
Amen. 
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Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires

Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it 
makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on 
fire by a small spark (James 3:5).

Scripture: James 3:1-12
Song: “Speak Life”

Smokey Bear (in the longest-running, public service advertising 
campaign) said, “Remember . . . Only YOU Can Prevent Forest 
Fires.” He reminded us all that wildfires are mainly caused by care-
less individuals. Every year, videos of raging fires grab our attention 
and might look like the end of the world as we know it.

As forests and other natural areas are set on fire by a small spark, 
so too the tongue (a small part of the body in a human being) can 
be deadly and devastating to our lives. Many adults suffer their 
entire lives from hurtful words spoken to them as children. Heated 
arguments often become violent, and one violent action can ruin a 
person’s entire life.

“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who 
love it will eat its fruit” (Proverbs 18:21). God gives us wisdom and 
power to curb the tongue, if we will. Paul said that God, through 
Jesus Christ, rescues us from the wretched state of our bodies (Ro-
mans 7:24, 25). By meditating on Christ and on “things above” 
(Colossians 3:2), and by speaking words of encouragement and 
life to ourselves and to others, we can overcome the snares of our 
tongues and be a blessing to others.

Lord, help me to use my tongue as an instrument of love and healing in this world. 
For Your glory, amen.
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Beyond the Birth Pains

“All these are the beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:8).

Scripture: Matthew 24:3-14
Song: “My Savior First of All”

At 39 weeks pregnant, Amber Miller completed the Chicago 
Marathon with her husband, grabbed a bite to eat, and then headed 
to the hospital, where she gave birth the same day. To me, that 
seems like a strenuous and painful 24-hour period!

In today’s passage, Jesus compared the well-recognized pain of 
childbirth with the circumstances around us. He predicted future 
events that paint a stark portrait of our broken world. Ever since 
the fall, sin has permeated the earth, and sin always produces pain. 
However, Jesus left us an example and a promise to sustain us 
through the “birth pains” of life. Hebrews 12:2 tells us that Jesus 
is “the pioneer and perfecter” of our faith. In addition, He demon-
strated His focus on the joy set before Him at the cross. We also 
can endure in this broken world because of the coming joy. When 
we leave behind this world, we will abandon the anguish bound 
up with it and enter the face-to-face reality of eternity with Jesus 
Christ. And as mothers often say, “Once you hold the baby, you 
forget all about the pain you were in.”

Jesus, help me to accept pain in this life as You did—knowing that pain will end—
and to behold the joy set before me. Help me to allow pain to grow and strengthen 
me. Help me to hate sin and to love You. In Your name I pray. Amen.

August 24–30. Hannah Edwards is from South Bend, Indiana. She is a recent college graduate, 
part-time librarian, and a lover of thunderstorms, oceans, and mountains.

August  24

4629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   88 5/30/19   10:05 AM

Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   88Silent.Mo.Summer.20.indd   88 3/23/20   10:18 AM3/23/20   10:18 AM



89

Ignorance Is Not Bliss

He that remaineth in this city shall die . . . but he that 
goeth forth . . . shall live (Jeremiah 38:2, KJV).

Scripture: Jeremiah 38:1-6
Song: “’Tis So Sweet”

Recently I flipped through a hardback book returned to the li-
brary where I work and found 4 bedbugs in its pages. When I re-
moved the book’s outer cover, I found roughly 15 more of them 
living beneath it. Although this discovery was unpleasant, to ignore 
the bugs or choose to overlook them would have been disastrous.

In a sense, we find King Zedekiah hiding bedbugs under a book 
cover. In unbelief, Zedekiah rejected the wise counsel God had 
given him through Jeremiah and, instead, followed his own un-
derstanding. The outcome was exactly as God predicted. Reading 
beyond today’s text we see King Zedekiah’s tragic end (Jeremiah 
39:5-7).

Through His Word, God shares truth with us. Truth is not always 
easy to swallow or to live out. Sometimes God tells us things we 
don’t want to hear—about our sin, about wisdom, or maybe about 
what living for God will require of us. Rather than rejecting God’s 
words and trying to make our own way, we can submit to and rest 
in the truths that God gives us. In His kindness, God’s will toward 
us is always good, motivated by His love for us (Romans 8:28, 29).

Lord, help me to believe what You say and live according to Your instructions. I know 
that You are good, merciful, compassionate, and loving toward me. I trust that Your 
commands lead me to life. In Your name, amen.
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You Have Mail

. . . the joy we have in the presence of our God because of 
you (1 Thessalonians 3:9).

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Song: “I Saw Jesus in You”

In college, I checked my mailbox daily. I would spin the lock, 
pry the little door open, and hold my breath hoping for a letter, 
a package slip, a memo . . . something. Anything. All I wanted 
was word from home, a tidbit of encouragement from a friend, 
or familiar handwriting scrawled across an envelope. And on the 
rare occasions when I received a letter, I was ecstatic to hear from 
people far away.

Paul had poured his time, effort, and love into the Thessalonian 
believers because he wanted them to thrive for Christ. He had been 
longing for news about them. At last, Timothy brought back a good 
report of their church, and Paul was ecstatic over their spiritual 
growth.

As believers, we can sometimes forget the joy of investing in 
others. We so easily become caught up in our own lives that we 
forget to be intentional about ministry. We can become lazy about 
asking friends how we can pray for them, or we grow lax in finding 
ways to fill the needs of people in our churches, or we stop looking 
for unbelievers who need Christ. Paul’s investment in the believers 
at Thessalonica mirrors the message of Philippians 2:4 to concern 
ourselves with “the interests of the others.”

Father, help me to intentionally invest in someone today and to share in the joy of 
what You are doing in that person’s life. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Sunken Ships and Broken Promises

“All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’” (Matthew 5:37).

Scripture: Matthew 5:33-37
Song: “I Will Trust”

“Even God himself couldn’t sink this ship,” Captain Edward 
John Smith allegedly said of the Titanic. More than 100 years later, 
we still cringe at the devastating hubris and irony in even such 
a thought. Not one person was able to avert the tragedy once it 
started.

Today’s passage on our language silhouettes God’s wisdom and 
power against our limited insight. Most of us have been exposed 
to puffed up arrogance in bold but empty words. Perhaps we have 
spoken such words or made such claims.

But those statements actually aim to establish our will above 
God’s, claiming a kind of power that we do not truly possess. We 
simply cannot guarantee all our promises. We can only speak for 
ourselves and what is true about us. Restricting our declarations to 
a simple and honest “yes” or “no” helps us avoid statements that 
we are unable to accomplish.

When we embrace our roles as God’s beloved children and as 
stewards of the life He gives, we begin to want what God wants 
rather than wanting our own will. We learn to say “Thy will be 
done” (Luke 11:22, KJV) rather than making promises that we can 
never safeguard. And that place of submission and contentment is 
an unsinkable haven in which we truly live in freedom.

Father, sometimes the things that I want are not what You want for my life. Align my 
stubborn heart beneath Your will for me. I know You will always choose good for me. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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The Lens of Love

Charity shall cover the multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8, KJV).

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:7-11
Song: “Love Lifted Me”

I remember the moment I tried on my first pair of prescription 
eyeglasses. All the blurred edges, faces, and shapes around me 
transformed with intricate and beautiful texture and detail. It felt as 
if the world changed that day; but in truth, it didn’t. My perception 
did. Corrective lenses changed the way I saw the world.

In this passage, Peter draws out a beautiful characteristic of love: 
it covers a multitude of sins. That word “cover” means to hide, veil, 
or pardon. The lens through which we are called to see people is a 
lens of love, and love changes everything.

Who has hurt you? Does a name or face come to mind? That 
person—he or she is the one who needs your love to cover them. 
And if that thought is too difficult to swallow and you find yourself 
shrinking back in response to it, then take heart. Gaze at Jesus long 
and hard, and taste His love yet again. His love covered my heinous 
sin, and yours. Thousands of years before we asked for forgiveness, 
He laid down His life for us on behalf of our sin—our crimes against 
Him. He can teach us to extend that same love to those in our own 
lives who have hurt us. In fact, He will supply the love itself.

Father, thank You that Your love covers the multitude of my sins. I need Your grace 
to love others the way You love me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Better Than Wi-Fi

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much (James 5:16, KJV).

Scripture: James 5:13-20
Song: “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”

Much of daily life is connected to the Internet—social media, 
online news, and even our jobs. Whether at a restaurant, shopping 
center, hotel, work, or at home, you likely have access to Wi-Fi, a 
hotspot, or data. Access to the online world becomes unlimited.

Notice the pattern in today’s Scripture. James encouraged be-
lievers to respond to the external circumstances in their lives with 
prayer—that unlimited access to the only one who could do some-
thing about the things they were facing. In affliction, in sickness, in 
sin, and on behalf of each other—pray, James says. 

Have you ever viewed prayer as a chore? I have. But James does 
not intend for believers to view prayer in that way. James recog-
nized the immense privilege of prayer. As the half brother of Je-
sus, James had walked alongside Jesus on this earth and had lived 
through Christ’s ascension. What a gift, then, it would have been 
to know that although Jesus was bodily gone, access to Him would 
not be cut off. 

Jesus hears and answers every prayer. Through Jesus’ life and 
death, we are granted unlimited, bold access to God: “by a new 
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body” 
(Hebrews 10:19, 20).

Father, thank You for the privilege of unlimited access to You through prayer. Help 
me to respond to everything in life—the good and the bad—by taking it all to You in 
prayer. In the name of Jesus I pray. Amen.
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Negative Seventeen

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among 
you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom (James 3:13, KJV).

Scripture: James 3:13-18; 5:7-12
Song: “May the Mind of Christ”

This morning, the outdoor thermometer read -17 degrees Fahr-
enheit. When I ventured outside, I did so fully “ballooned” in my 
warmest winter gear. I suppose I could have disregarded the tem-
perature, dressed as if it were +71 degrees, and then marched out 
to shovel the driveway. But then I likely would have returned in-
doors frostbitten. Why did I wear warm clothing? Wisdom.

In this passage, James emphasizes our need for wisdom. Wisdom 
is not having all the facts; that is knowledge. Rather, wisdom is 
applying the knowledge that we have already been given. I didn’t 
need to know how long it would take to achieve frostbite in order 
to make a wise choice. I already had the necessary information to 
know that I must dress warmly or face negative consequences.

As believers, we have knowledge in the Scripture, as well as the 
promise of God that He will give us wisdom 100 percent of the 
time that we ask for it (James 1:5). And as we have seen in our 
reading for today, there are so many instances when we desperately 
need wisdom. In our spiritual lives, let us not lay aside the “winter 
coat and gloves.” Let’s stop to ask God for the wisdom He’s already 
promised.

Father, thank You for Your 100-percent promise of wisdom. Help me not to try to fig-
ure out life on my own, but rather to gain knowledge from You, to ask You for wisdom, 
and to be diligent to live according to it. In Christ, amen.
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August  31

God Remembers You

Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her and  
enabled her to conceive (Genesis 30:22).

Scripture: Genesis 30:22-24; 35:16-20
Song: “Mighty to Save”

I felt forgotten. My middle school friends suddenly decided that I 
was no longer a part of “their” group. The votes were in, and I had 
been ruled out. I looked into my friends’ eyes and knew the truth: 
they didn’t want to sit with me. So I reluctantly turned around and 
found a new place to sit. With each passing day, I found my lonely 
table growing more full. Eventually, God brought new friends into 
my life, but I will always remember being forgotten.

Maybe you have felt rejected, alone, and forgotten. Looking into 
today’s passage, I can imagine that Rachel felt the same way. All 
she wanted was to have a child, yet she remained childless. Despite 
Rachel’s despair, God’s faithfulness remained. He heard her prayers 
and answered with a son. He remembered her! 

The Lord remembers us as well. Although others may let us 
down, God’s love remains steadfast. Wherever you are—both loca-
tion and circumstance—God sees you. Though we may feel forgot-
ten at times, our Savior never misses a moment. No amount of 
our suffering slips through the cracks. He remembers our pain and 
never lets it go to waste.

Dear Lord, thank You for remembering us. You are always faithful and never leave 
our sides. Please help us to remember You in our despair and receive Your peace. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

August 31. Jasmine Riversong lives in northwestern Pennsylvania with her husband. When not 
writing, she enjoys backpacking, crocheting, and painting with watercolors.
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