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As Jesus rides into Jerusalem, he fulfills the word of the prophet:
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On multiple occasions, Jesus’s arrival into the city of Jerusalem brings trouble and turmoil—once at
his birth, and once at his triumphal entry. With both arrivals the assumption, and perhaps the hope,
On multiple occasions, Jesus’s arrival into the city of Jerusalem brings trouble and turmoil—once at
is that Jesus will overturn the present order of Jerusalem. Jesus’s arrival not only exposes a corrupt
his birth, and once at his triumphal entry. With both arrivals the assumption, and perhaps the hope,
and vile government for what it is; it also exposes the complacency of the holy city existing in a
is that Jesus will overturn the present order of Jerusalem. Jesus’s arrival not only exposes a corrupt
condition contrary to what God has promised. What God promised the children of Israel was a land
and vile government for what it is; it also exposes the complacency of the holy city existing in a
flowing with milk and honey where they would be safe and where secure. But the people of
condition contrary to what God has promised. What God promised the children of Israel was a land
Jerusalem are living as subjects of an ungodly system that undermines every promise of peace,
flowing with milk and honey where they would be safe and where secure. But the people of
justice, and prosperity. Jesus’s triumphal entry into the city makes plain a fragmented system.
Jerusalem are living as subjects of an ungodly system that undermines every promise of peace,
justice, and prosperity. Jesus’s triumphal entry into the city makes plain a fragmented system.
The turmoil Jesus’s arrival causes is therefore necessary. The bittersweetness of turmoil is that there
are some things in life that only turmoil can expose. There are certain truths about the corruptness
The turmoil Jesus’s arrival causes is therefore necessary. The bittersweetness of turmoil is that there
within our daily living that only come to light in response to chaos. Jesus understands that a city at
are some things in life that only turmoil can expose. There are certain truths about the corruptness
rest does not mean a city at peace. In fact, a city under occupation can never be peaceful in earnest.
within our daily living that only come to light in response to chaos. Jesus understands that a city at
As such Jesus must ride into Jerusalem until the city shakes. Jesus may come in peace, but he will
rest does not mean a city at peace. In fact, a city under occupation can never be peaceful in earnest.
often bring turmoil.
As such Jesus must ride into Jerusalem until the city shakes. Jesus may come in peace, but he will
often bring turmoil.
Turmoil exposes our weaknesses, our gross misdoings, and our misunderstandings. In the world
today, we find ourselves in the midst of turmoil. In the midst of COVID-19, the weakness of
Turmoil exposes our weaknesses, our gross misdoings, and our misunderstandings. In the world
corrupt and failing systems has once again been exposed. The least among us cannot get access to
today, we find ourselves in the midst of turmoil. In the midst of COVID-19, the weakness of
the basic necessities of life or the essential preventative measures to ensure the possibility of
corrupt and failing systems has once again been exposed. The least among us cannot get access to
avoiding the virus.
the basic necessities of life or the essential preventative measures to ensure the possibility of
avoiding the virus.
With shutdowns and quarantines across the globe, millions of poor and working-class people do not
have the resources to maintain day to day living. The unfortunate reality is that while some will die
With shutdowns and quarantines across the globe, millions of poor and working-class people do not
because of the virus, others will die because they have no access to resources or money to afford
have the resources to maintain day to day living. The unfortunate reality is that while some will die
resources. The rich and status holders have a certain security and safety, but the lives of the poor
because of the virus, others will die because they have no access to resources or money to afford
and those at the lower end of society seem to be expendable. The turmoil of COVID-19 did not
resources. The rich and status holders have a certain security and safety, but the lives of the poor
cause the disparity in our healthcare system and economy. Neither has the outbreak caused a massive
and those at the lower end of society seem to be expendable. The turmoil of COVID-19 did not
inequality in wages. Rather, it has exposed the evils that were already present and that existed long
cause the disparity in our healthcare system and economy. Neither has the outbreak caused a massive
before this global pandemic.
inequality in wages. Rather, it has exposed the evils that were already present and that existed long
before this global pandemic.
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Alas, we sit in the wake of turmoil. Many of us are lonely, confused, broke, sick, and out of options.
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