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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

A.M.E. Discipline

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV.  Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
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 18 Alas for you who desire the 
day of the Lord! Why do you want 
the day of the Lord? It is darkness, 
not light;
 19 as if someone fled from 
a lion, and was met by a bear; or 
went into the house and rested a 
hand against the wall, and was 
bitten by a snake.
 20 Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with 
no brightness in it?
 21 I hate, I despise your 
festivals, and I take no delight in 
your solemn assemblies.

 22 Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of 
your fatted animals I will not look 
upon.
 23 Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not 
listen to the melody of your harps.
 24 But let justice roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:18-24 (NRSV)

Lesson 1 March 1, 2020

A CAll to PleAse God

Lesson Scripture: Amos 5
Focus Scripture: Amos 5:18-24

Key Verse: Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to 
the melody of your harps. Amos 5:23
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Word PoWer!!!
• Lament – An expression of grief, sorrow, or mourning.
• Forsaken – Abandoned, left behind.
• Exile – Place where people go for retreat/safety.
• Solemn – Formal, serious.

GETTING READY!!!

Have you ever had to tell someone something that 
you knew they probably wouldn’t like to hear? In our 
story today, Amos (after whom the scripture is named) 

expressed to the people that their actions were not adding up 
to the way that God was calling them to live. The people had 
refused to live just and holy lives, and instead put their faith and 
trust in wealth, gold, and false religious practices. 

Justice and being fair to all people is what God required, 
and God still does require this from all of us today. However, 
sometimes we can mistreat others by not including them, 
mistreating them, and even ignoring them. The plight of the 
Israelites in this passage was so severe, that Amos’ lament 
urged them to start extending justice and righteousness to all. 
Have you ever had a time where you witnessed someone being 
treated unfairly? What does justice mean to you? God calls 
each of us to not only be humble and kind, but to also care and 
share. Amos’ message warned the people that God detests not 
only false worship, but also the injustices that were going on 
around them. God calls us to be people of justice and fairness. 
We are to treat all people with dignity and respect. We further 



JUNIOR SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

are called to share our resources with others and give glory to 
God for all we have. What act of justice can you do this week?

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!
“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 

ever-flowing stream.”
Amos 5:24

This is one of the most famous quotes from one of the 
champions of justice and equality, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. However, did you know that those were 

not his own words, but actually the words of Amos? Dr. King, 
like Amos, wanted the world to understand that justice was not 
only a good thing but a God thing. As Christians we are called 
to live in justice, mercy, and extend grace to others, just as God 
has unto us. 

Watch the video that your teacher will play for you in a couple 
of moments. In the lines below, describe some of the ways that 
Dr. King displayed and fought for justice. After the conclusion 
of the video, share with each other ways you can be agents of 
justice at school, your community, and church. 

You too can be a champion of justice like Amos and Dr. King! 
God does not want us to live self-centered lives, but lives that 
glorify God and care for all humankind. As the scripture text is 
read to you again, draw a picture of some of the images that 
come to mind. Make a commitment to the class that you will 
actively find at least one way this week to be a champion for 
justice. 

4
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USING GOD’S WORD!!!
Called to Be Humble and Kind

The scripture lesson today is filled with tons of images 
that Amos utilized to get the people to understand God’s 
displeasure with their actions. The Israelites were not 

glorifying God with their actions or treatment of others, and 
Amos was sent to tell them such. As a consequence of their 
actions, God’s judgment and punishment would bring an almost 
total destruction to those who disobeyed.

Have you ever seen someone being treated unfairly? What 
did you do? Have you ever had to give a strong message to a 
group of peers because they were not treating someone with 
kindness and respect? As Christians we are called to not only 
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learn about our faith, but put it into action. We are called to be 
champions of justice. In Amos’ time, it was very common for 
prophets to go and prophesy to the people about the future, and 
the consequences if they didn’t repent and change their ways. 
What are some ways that you can be an advocate of justice and 
kindness in your school and community? 

One way we can be champions of justice and live out our 
faith is speaking out about bullying. A bully is someone who 
treats another unfairly and intentionally mistreats them for unjust 
reasons. Have you ever witnessed someone being bullied? 
What did you do? As people of faith we are called to “let justice 
roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.” In other words, we are called to display kindness and 
protect those who are being treated with disrespect. Sometimes 
that message is difficult for people to hear. I am sure that the 
hearers of Amos’ message did not like the fact that their actions 
were bringing on their destruction very soon. Nevertheless, 
Amos, like us, was told by God to admonish the people to live 
holy lives, and Amos did just that! 

Take a couple of moments and think of a time when you 
saw someone being bullied. How did that make you feel? Did 
you tell an adult, or did you just ignore what was happening? 
Take a few moments and share your experience with the class. 
The fact of the matter is that God calls us to do the work of 
justice everywhere we go. You can never be too old or even too 
young to be a champion of justice, mercy, and peace to all you 
encounter. 
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Have you ever heard of the Young People’s Division (YPD)? 
This is an organization that provides training, leadership, and 
opportunities for children and youth in the AME Church. The 
pledge of the YPD coincides with being a champion of justice. 
Read the pledge aloud together and explain what it means to 
you.

“I pledge my willing and untiring service to all efforts of the 
Young Peopleʹs and Childrenʹs Division to aid the needy and 
suffering people, regardless of race, color, or creed. I further 
pledge to take the Bible as my guide, to aid my church, and to 
attend meetings regularly. In all these tasks I seek the Saviorʹs 
guidance.”

This pledge embodies our call to be the church, no matter 
our age, color, or economic status. YOU can make a difference 
in your community and beyond by being an agent of hope. God 
calls each of us to be a champion of justice! 

REMIX!!!

Amos’ message was in the form of a lament, a song that 
gave a message that God expected more from the 
people than what they were doing. As a class, create a 

song or poem that talks about anti-bullying, justice, and God’s 
love for everyone. If you feel led, have the teacher record the 
song and share it with your church, family, and friends as an 
expression of being an advocate of justice.

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

QUESTIONS

1.  Name a way that you can be an advocate of justice at 
school and church.

2.  What was the famous scripture in today’s scripture 
lesson that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. shared in 
his speech?

3.  What does the word justice mean to you? 

PRAISE GOD!!!

Praise God that we don’t get what we deserve. God’s love 
for us is so big and wide that there is nothing we can do 
that would separate us from God’s love. However, this 

does not mean that we can treat people unfairly, bully others, 
or even ignore injustice around us. We are called every day 
to treat others with kindness and spread hope in what we say 
and do! During this week, take a couple of moments and plan 
a short mini-worship service around the video created in the 
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Remix section. Make sure you include a prayer, song, and use 
the scripture text Amos 5:24. Be creative and design a dance, 
poem, or other art form around the text. Share with your teacher 
next week.

CLOSING PRAYER

God of justice, we give you thanks for all people. Remind 
us that we are called to be champions of your justice 
and love here on earth. Help us to be more kind and 

loving to all we meet. God, give us opportunities to share our 
faith and live out what we learn at church so that others may see 
the God in us. Amen.
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Habakkuk 1:1-4
 1 The oracle that the prophet 
Habakkuk saw.
 2 O Lord, how long shall I 
cry for help, and you will not lis-
ten? Or cry to you “Violence!” and 
you will not save?
 3 Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are be-
fore me; strife and contention arise.
 4 So the law becomes slack 
and justice never prevails. The 
wicked surround the righteous—
therefore judgment comes forth 
perverted.

12-14
 12 Are you not from of old, 
O Lord my God, my Holy One? 
You shall not die. O Lord, you 
have marked them for judgment; 
and you, O Rock, have established 
them for punishment.
 13 Your eyes are too pure to 
behold evil, and you cannot look 
on wrongdoing; why do you look 
on the treacherous, and are silent 
when the wicked swallow those 
more righteous than they?
 14 You have made people like the 
fish of the sea, like crawling things 
that have no ruler.

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14 (NRSV)

MAke thinGs RiGht, God

Lesson Scripture: Habakkuk 1
Focus Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14

Key Verse: Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, and you cannot look on 
wrongdoing. Habakkuk 1:13a

Lesson 2 March 8, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Oracle – A person giving wise decisions and opinions.
• Contention – A disagreement or dispute.
• Treacherous – Dangerous, untrustworthy.

GETTING READY!!!

Have you ever complained or had an argument with 
someone? How did that make you feel? What was the 
complaint about? In the lesson for today, Habakkuk is 

complaining to God about God’s decision to choose Babylon to 
destroy Judah because Babylon’s evil was greater than Judah’s. 
Habakkuk did not understand why God tolerated injustice and 
didn’t quickly destroy the evil and wickedness of the people. 
However, Habakkuk is reminded that during it all, God is still 
sovereign and victorious over sin. Habakkuk’s speech turns 
from that of complaining, to that of appealing to God’s goodness 
and never-changing ways. 

This is a great reminder that sometimes we do not understand 
what God is doing. This does not mean that God has forgotten 
the situation or even us! We must remember to trust God even 
though we can’t see God.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Let’s read the same passage of scripture in The Message 
translation of the Bible and talk about some of the 
images that come to mind in this reading.

God, you’re from eternity, aren’t you? 
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    Holy God, we aren’t going to die, are we? 
God, you chose Babylonians for your judgment work? 

    Rock-Solid God, you gave them the job of discipline? 
But you can’t be serious! 
    You can’t condone evil! 

So why don’t you do something about this? 
    Why are you silent now? 

This outrage! Evil men swallow up the righteous 
    and you stand around and watch!

 You’re treating men and women 
    as so many fish in the ocean, 

Swimming without direction, 
    swimming but not getting anywhere.

If you had to draw a picture using this translation, what 
would it look like? We can see in this version of the scripture, 
Habakkuk is not only complaining to God, but also questioning 
things that are going on around Habakkuk. Have you ever asked 
God a question because you saw something that was wrong, 
and you thought it should have been corrected? We find out 
later in Habakkuk’s story that God doesn’t get upset with him for 
asking questions or even complaining. God reminds him to be 
patient and trust in God’s divine timing.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Habakkuk was very upset by everything he was seeing in 
the world around him. People were suffering, enemies 
were prospering, and it seemed like the wicked were 
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not getting punished for their wrongdoings. Habakkuk’s name 
itself means “to wrestle.” Throughout the verses we see that he 
does just that with God, by complaining and asking questions. 
God’s answer to Habakkuk’s request was to relax and just trust. 
Can you recall a time where you didn’t know what was going 
on, but you decided to trust God anyway, and things turned out 
fine? Though we might not understand everything that is going 
on around us, we must trust in the hope that God gives us. 
God is greater and more powerful than anyone or anything! We 
may not understand God’s method of justice, but we can rely on 
God’s faithfulness and everlasting steadfastness. 

Habakkuk’s message reminds us that God can even use the 
ungodly to bring about godly results. God can bring good from 
actions intended for evil. However, like in Habakkuk’s case, it 
is okay to question God at times while still remaining faithful 
servants of God. Being a Christian doesn’t mean that we can’t 
have doubts or questions. It means that in spite of them, we still 
believe in God and have faith that God’s justice will eventually 
come to pass. 

The AME Church itself was birthed due to acts of injustice 
towards African Americans. The Founding Fathers and Mothers 
of the AME Church created their own unique space to worship 
where they could worship freely, without restrictions. The 
founders of our denomination not only believed God in spite 
of the trouble they were facing, but also acted on their faith. 
The oldest parcel of real estate in the entire United States 
that is owned by African Americans is our “Mother Church,” 
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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

God hears you when you talk to God. Your questions matter 
to God, and so does your willingness to trust God’s promises. 
God will never leave you alone and is always listening to your 
prayers. Don’t stop talking to God and don’t stop listening for 
God’s voice. Though we may not understand everything, we 
believe and trust in God who does all things well.

REMIX!!!

Habakkuk’s quest for understanding what was going on 
around him is something to which we can all relate. 
There are times when we don’t understand what is 

going on, but we still believe that God is in control! In happy 
times and in difficult times we can pray to God about everything. 
This week, take time to create a prayer journal. Write or draw 
your prayers, questions, and even doubts to God. Take some 
time to pray for those who are experiencing injustice, and ask 
God how you can be a champion of justice. 

QUESTIONS:

1.  What does Habakkuk’s name mean?

2.  What does justice look like to you?

3.  God is more powerful than anyone or anything. (True or 
False)

4.  What is one way we can talk to God?
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PRAISE GOD!!!

Take a few moments and think about what justice means 
to you. Think of adjectives and verbs that describe what 
comes to mind when you think of justice. With a partner 

come up with an acronym using the letters J U S T I C E. If you 
have some trouble coming up with words, phrases can be used 
as well. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

CLOSING PRAYER

God of all creation, we give you thanks for your handiwork. 
God, sometimes we look at the problems around us, 
and not to you, the giver of solutions. Help us, oh God, 

to be reminded of your sovereignty even in a world filled with 
confusion. Remind us this week that you see and know all and 
we are not forgotten. Thank you, God, for being more powerful 
and greater than anything or anyone. Amen.
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Psalm 37:1-6
 1 Do not fret because of 
the wicked; do not be envious of 
wrongdoers,
 2 for they will soon fade 
like the grass, and wither like the 
green herb.
 3 Trust in the Lord, and do 
good; so you will live in the land, 
and enjoy security.
 4 Take delight in the Lord, 
and he will give you the desires of 
your heart.
 5 Commit your way to the 
Lord; trust in him, and he will act.
 6 He will make your vin-
dication shine like the light, and 
the justice of your cause like the 
noonday.

12-13
 12 The wicked plot against 
the righteous, and gnash their 
teeth at them; 
 13 but the Lord laughs at the 
wicked, for he sees that their day 
is coming.

27-28
 27 Depart from evil, and do 
good; so you shall abide forever.
 28 For the Lord loves justice; 
he will not forsake his faithful 
ones.

34
 34 Wait for the Lord, and 
keep to his way, and he will ex-
alt you to inherit the land; you 
will look on the destruction of the 
wicked.

Psalm 37:1-6, 12-13, 27-28, 34 (NRSV)

RewARds foR the Just

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 37
Focus Scripture: Psalm 37:1-6, 12-13, 27-28, 34

Key Verse: Trust in the Lord and do good. Psalm 37:3

Lesson 3 March 15, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Fret – To be upset or anxious.

• Envious – Jealousy or envy.

• Vindication – Proof that something or someone is right.

GETTING READY!!!

What is your favorite song? Why do you like the song? 
Did you know that in biblical days, songs were 
sung as well? In our passage today, David’s psalm 

encourages us to do well and follow the Lord’s commandments. 
It reminds us that there is a reward for those who practice 
justice, rather than punishment for those who do not. 

Have you ever been rewarded for doing something right? 
How did that make you feel? Have you ever been punished 
for doing something incorrect? How did that make you feel? 
Every day we are given the opportunity to make choices. We 
can choose right or wrong. It is all a choice. 

David, in this psalm, reminds us to not only trust in God but 
to actively “turn from evil and do good.”

There will be bad things and situations that occur in this 
world that we will not understand. However, David reminds us 
that we should not fret, because eventually justice will come. 
The Lord will fight for us and make things right. What is your 
favorite song that has a positive message? Does it encourage 
you to put your trust in God and not the world? Talk about this 
amongst your friends.  
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INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Psalm 37 is a little different from the rest of the psalms 
that David wrote. This one is pretty straightforward. It 
encourages us to: trust, commit, not fret, and ultimately 

have faith in God no matter what. As Christians, we are called 
to follow the Lord’s commandments even when we do not 
understand why. 

Have you ever seen someone do something wrong at school 
and get away with it? How did that make you feel? God’s word 
reminds us that we should not fret or be envious of wrongdoers 
because eventually they will “fade like the grass.” This essentially 
means that the wrong that they are doing will eventually come to 
light. As Christians, we trust in God’s promises and faithfulness, 
and that the injustices that we see will not always last forever.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

God requires justice, and rewards the just. In today’s 
psalm, throughout David’s writing we can read the 
reminders of God’s ultimate power. Trusting and 

committing to God is an active choice that we are given the 
opportunity to do daily. It is easy to trust God when everything 
is going well. However, what do you do when things are not so 
pleasant? How do you handle it? 

David encourages us that no matter what we face, God is 
always there and sees everything. God “loves the just and will 
not forsake God’s faithful ones.” Unlike us, God does not sleep 
or slumber. This means that God knows what is going on around 
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the clock! We do not have to worry because God is in control. 

When we pray and read God’s word, we are prompted to not 
only trust God but to be patient in the process. In the meantime, 
while we are waiting, we are encouraged to follow God’s laws 
even when it seems like wicked people are prospering. God’s 
justice will occur. We just must be patient and, as David says, 
“Trust in God, God will act.”

REMIX!!!

Think of a time when you had to trust someone for 
something good to happen. What was the outcome of 
the situation? Did it go as you expected? As humans, 

we are worthy but not perfect. We sometimes make mistakes, 
break promises, and even hurt other people’s feelings. We 
have a choice daily to choose right or wrong. We make choices 
to either trust God or rely on ourselves. The wonderful thing 
about God is that no matter what happens, God’s love for us is 
constant. God will never leave or forsake us, even if we try to 
do things on our own. God promises us that divine justice will 
come; we just have to be patient.

My Blessings

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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QUESTIONS

1. Who was the writer of Psalm 37?

2.  Does God want us to fret or be envious of wrongdoers?

3.  Name one way that you can trust God this week.

PRAISE GOD!!!
Litany of Thanks

Teacher:  Today, God, I give you thanks and praise for the 
lives of all these students.

Students:  God, we thank you for each other.

Teacher:  Help us to trust in you, oh Lord, and to do good.

Students:  We will trust and follow you, oh Lord.

Together:  Trust in the Lord and do good. Take delight in the 
Lord, and God will give you the desires of your 
heart. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER

One person can lead the class in a prayer, and we all will end 
praying The Lord’s Prayer together.
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 1 Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the 
mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice.
 2 Hear, you mountains, the 
controversy of the Lord, and you 
enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with 
his people, and he will contend 
with Israel.
 3 “O my people, what have I 
done to you? In what have I wea-
ried you? Answer me!
 4 For I brought you up from 
the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery; and 
I sent before you Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam.
 5 O my people, remember 
now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened 
from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 
may know the saving acts of the 
Lord.
 6 With what shall I come be-
fore the Lord, and bow myself be-
fore God on high? Shall I come be-
fore him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old?
 7 Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 
give my firstborn for my transgres-
sion, the fruit of my body for the 
sin of my soul?”
 8 He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:1-8 (NRSV)

whAt God wAnts

Lesson Scripture: Micah 6

Focus Scripture: Micah 6:1-8

Key Verse: What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8

Lesson 4 March 22, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Plead – To ask earnestly.
• Controversy – A disagreement.
• Wearied – Tired.

GETTING READY!!!

Micah was a prophet who lived in a village filled with 
poverty and hardship. Due to war and exploitation 
of the poor and weak by the rich, Micah’s messages 

were more like warnings against the people who had treated 
the people poorly. Even though Micah’s message to the leaders 
and rulers was harsh, he wanted them to know that their 
demonstration of injustice to others was not going to lead to 
favor with God. The corrupt rulers believed that they could get 
away with the mistreatment of others by performing religious 
sacrifices and other rituals. 

In this passage, Micah is calling the people to accountability. 
He tells them that God required of all “to do justice, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with God.” In order to do these action items, 
Micah reminds the people that they can’t buy or earn God’s 
love. God’s love is a gift of grace in response to their actions. 
In today’s society, injustice is still prevalent among us. Name a 
couple of injustices (unfair situations) that you have seen in real 
life or on television. What is one way you can help to combat the 
injustice that you have seen? Faith in God enables us to endure 
even in the midst of troublesome times. What is one way that 
you can show kindness and walk in peace today?
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INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Today we are going to re-tell the story of Micah 6:1-8 in 
an interactive way. At the direction of the teacher, divide 
yourselves into two groups. Group A sits on one side of 

the class and Group B on the opposite side. 

Group A will read verses 1-2.
Group B will read verses 3-5.

The teacher will read verses 6-7.
Everyone will read verse 8 together.

After you engage in this experience, discuss with your peers 
how this helped you look at the scripture differently.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Have you ever wondered what God wants you to be 
or wants you to do? It seems like we can find one of 
the answers in Micah 6:8. Doing the work of justice, 

loving mercy, and walking humbly with God looks different for 
everyone. Though it looks different for each of us, we are still 
ALL called to do it! What is one way that you can embody these 
teachings in the Key Verse today?

Have you ever heard of RAK, otherwise known as Random 
Acts of Kindness? RAK is a movement in which one can show 
radical acts of kindness towards people they do or do not 
know. One example of RAK is that you can collect socks and 
other toiletry items and make care packages for those who are 
homeless. Other ideas range from writing positive messages 
and leaving them in public places, or even leaving a thank you 
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card for the postal worker. What are some other ways that you 
can display kindness? When we extend kindness to others 
expecting nothing in return, we are showing how to love our 
neighbors. Decide with the group present today, and create 30 
random acts of kindness that you can do for the entire month of 
April. Make sure you check with an adult to help you facilitate 
some of your ideas. 

No matter how young or old you are, we are all called to 
love our neighbor and to show love, mercy, and justice. To you 
a pair of socks, or even a card, might not mean very much. 
However, to someone else it can be not something just nice, but 
something that is needed. As we participate in acts of justice 
and kindness, we are impacting the world in a positive way. We 
are being champions of hope for those who may have lost hope. 

In order for us to continue to be agents of kindness, we must 
also make sure our hearts are in the right place. Therefore, Micah 
reminds us that we need to walk humbly with God. This means 
that we should remain humble and thank God for all the gifts 
(material possessions, etc.) God has given us to help others. 
As Christians we should never forget that our hearts and minds 
should always be in tune with God, and look for ways to serve 
humankind. As you complete your Random Acts of Kindness in 
April exercise, share with the class why it was important for you 
to participate in this activity. 

REMIX!!!

Micah’s message was a message of action. Doing 
justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God 
requires us to do something! As people of faith, we 
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are called to not only learn about our faith, but put it in action. 
This week talk to a parent or guardian about the lesson today. 
Share with them the ways you are going to intentionally extend 
kindness to others this week at church, school, and other 
activities in which you participate. 

QUESTIONS

1. What is the Key Verse today? 

2.  What is one random act of kindness that you can do this 
week?

3.  What community/school issue can you address to help 
people feel more welcomed?

PRAISE GOD!!!

We are family. We are all connected. We are called to 
change the world. We are called to love our neighbor 
as ourselves! You are not too young to think of 

ways that you can make your community a more welcoming 
environment. Micah gives us a starting place where we can 
continue to grow as Christians. The Bible is filled with examples 
of people and situations where love, justice, and kindness 
were extended even when it wasn’t deserved. We thank God 
for God’s mercy and grace for each of us that shows us divine 
kindness even when we don’t deserve it.   

CLOSING PRAYER

God of all creation, we give you thanks for all humankind. 
We thank you for the gift of community. Help us, dear 
Lord, to remember that we are all connected and 
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made in your image. Help us to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Remind us that we are called to be agents of hope in this world 
by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with You. 
Amen.
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Malachi 3:1-4
 1 See, I am sending my mes-
senger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts.
 2 But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can 
stand when he appears? For he is 
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap;
 3 he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will pu-
rify the descendants of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the 
Lord in righteousness.
 4 Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years.

6-12
 6 For I the Lord do not 

change; therefore you, O children 
of Jacob, have not perished.
 7 Ever since the days of 
your ancestors you have turned 
aside from my statutes and have 
not kept them. Return to me, and 
I will return to you, says the Lord 
of hosts. But you say, “How shall 
we return?”
 8 Will anyone rob God? Yet 
you are robbing me! But you say, 
“How are we robbing you?” In 
your tithes and offerings!
 9 You are cursed with a 
curse, for you are robbing me—
the whole nation of you!
 10 Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, so that there may be 
food in my house, and thus put me 
to the test, says the Lord of hosts; 
see if I will not open the windows 
of heaven for you and pour down 
for you an overflowing blessing.
 11 I will rebuke the locust for 
you, so that it will not destroy the 

Malachi 3:1-4, 6-12 (NRSV)

leAdinG with fAiRness

Lesson Scripture: Malachi 3
Focus Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4, 6-12

Key Verse: For I the Lord do not change. Malachi 3:6

Lesson 5 March 29, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Covenant – A promise.
• Refine – To purify; make better.
• Statutes – Laws.

GETTING READY!!!

What does it mean to be a leader? In the last book 
of the Old Testament, Malachi, we learn about 
good leaders and unfaithful leaders. The leaders of 

Malachi’s day had started to forget about God and even broke 
covenant by withholding their tithes and offerings. Malachi’s 
message was very clear; turn back to God. 

Did you know that YOU are a leader? Your friends and people 
you do not know watch how you act and respond to things that 
occur daily. As Christians we are called to be faithful followers 
of God and to obey God’s laws. When we do our own thing or 
do something wrong, we are not being good leaders. However, 
even when we make mistakes, God still loves us! God wants us 
to repent, which means to turn around from our sin and follow 
God. Every day, we should strive to grow closer to God and live 
out God’s word in our actions towards others. 

Malachi reminds Israel of God’s love for them and calls them 
to repent for their unfaithfulness. Malachi tells them that later a 

produce of your soil; and your 
vine in the field shall not be bar-
ren, says the Lord of hosts.
 12 Then all nations will 

count you happy, for you will be 
a land of delight, says the Lord of 
hosts.



JUNIOR SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

29

messenger will come and prepare the way of the Lord. In the 
Lord’s coming, the sin and unfaithfulness of the people will not 
only be judged, but made right. Being a faithful leader means to 
not only lead in fairness, but to follow God’s laws. If you follow 
God’s laws then others will see your example and hopefully do 
the same 

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Take a few moments and read today’s Focus Scripture 
with a partner. After you have read the passage, your 
teacher will read it again. As your teacher is reading the 

passage, draw a picture of all the things that come to mind while 
you are hearing the scripture read. Compare your picture with 
that of a fellow peer sitting next to you. Do you see anything on 
their picture and yours that is the same?

Being a good and faithful leader means not only following 
God, but also putting your faith into action. From Malachi’s 
message, we notice that the people were being unfaithful leaders 
and even turned their backs on God. Though they had turned 
back to their wayward ways, God still loved them. God wanted 
them to repent and turn back to God. Malachi’s message was 
important because it reminded the leaders to give of their best! 
God deserves our best because God gave God’s best to us in 
the first place. It was because of the leaders’ unfaithfulness and 
sin that they thought God had forgotten about them. Malachi 
told them that God had not forgotten them, but loved them. 
Though people change, God does not change. God remains 
true to God’s character. 
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My Thoughts on Today’s Scripture:

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Have you ever taken something that didn’t belong to you? 
Have you ever kept something you were supposed to 
give back? In the book of Malachi, we can see that 

some of the leaders’ unfaithfulness to God even spread to how 
and what they were giving God. In those days, the priests were 
to give sacrifices unto God. However, they started to give not of 
their best sacrifice, but the things they really didn’t care about. 

Every good and perfect gift comes from God. Being a great 
leader means not only to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God, but to give of your best. What is something 
that you can give to God? God has given all of us gifts and 
talents that we can give back unto God as a testament of thanks. 
When we give back unto God, we are setting a great example 
for others to do the same. Name one thing that you enjoy doing. 
How can you use that skill or gift to positively impact others 
around you? 

One of the wonderful things about God is that even though 
we all make mistakes and don’t always give of our best, God 
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still loves us. When we repent and turn back to God and give 
the best that we have, God honors it. Every day, we should seek 
ways to grow closer to God and learn more about God’s word. 
In this way, we will become more effective leaders who impact 
our churches and communities. 

REMIX!!!

You are a leader. You are gifted. You are special. Even 
when you mess up, God still loves you. We change, but 
God does not change. God loves us with an everlasting 

love. All these truths are important. However, God also wants 
us to strive to be better every day. We can be more effective 
leaders by repenting, and sharing our faith with others. We must 
give of our best.

We are taught right from wrong and are expected to obey 
what we have been told. In today’s scripture, Malachi reminds 
us that we are also supposed to give back to God our best – 
not our leftovers. This means that everything we have can be 
given to God as an offering of thanksgiving and praise. You 
would never give or want to receive a half-eaten plate of food 
if you were hungry. You want a full plate. We should give of our 
fullness to God and not just a little. When we give of our best, 
we are not only honoring God, but showing God that God can 
trust us with more.

QUESTIONS
1. Does God’s love for you change?

2. Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. (True or False.)

3. What does the word repent mean?
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PRAISE GOD!!!

We should thank and praise God that no matter what 
happens in our ever-changing lives, God does not 
change. God’s love for us is constant and everlasting. 

Though at times we fail God, God never fails us! This week, find 
one way that you can show faithful leadership and kindness. 
Next week, share with the class what you did, and the impact it 
had on others around you.

CLOSING PRAYER

God, thank you for your love and kindness to each of 
us. Thank you that you never change. We are sorry 
when we do not always follow your rules and are 

disobedient. Please help us make wise choices and obey your 
commandments. God, thank you for giving us another chance 
to make a change in our actions. Help us to trust and obey you 
all the days of our lives. Amen.
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Matthew 21:1-2
 1 When they had come near 
Jerusalem and had reached Beth-
phage, at the Mount of Olives, Je-
sus sent two disciples,
 2 saying to them, “Go into 
the village ahead of you, and im-
mediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie 
them and bring them to me.”

6-8
 6 The disciples went and 
did as Jesus had directed them;
 7 they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks 
on them, and he sat on them.
 8 A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and oth-
ers cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road.

12-17
 12 Then Jesus entered the 
temple and drove out all who were 
selling and buying in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of 

the money changers and the seats 
of those who sold doves.
 13 He said to them, “It is 
written, ‘My house shall be called 
a house of prayer’; but you are 
making it a den of robbers.”
 14 The blind and the lame 
came to him in the temple, and he 
cured them.
 15 But when the chief priests 
and the scribes saw the amazing 
things that he did, and heard the 
children crying out in the temple, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” 
they became angry
 16 and said to him, “Do you 
hear what these are saying?” Je-
sus said to them, “Yes; have you 
never read, ‘Out of the mouths 
of infants and nursing babies you 
have prepared praise for your-
self’?”
 17 He left them, went out of 
the city to Bethany, and spent the 
night there.

Matthew 21:1-2, 6-8, 12-17 (NRSV)

God’s Just seRvAnt

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 21
Focus Scripture: Matthew 21:1-2, 6-8, 12-17

Key Verse: The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 
Matthew 21:6

Lesson 6 April 5, 2020 – Palm Sunday
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Word PoWer!!!
• Cloak – An outer garment such as a cape or coat.
• Hosanna – A shout of praise and adoration to God, 

meaning, “Please save.” 
• Scribes – Teachers of the Jewish tradition and law.

GETTING READY!!!

Do you like to follow directions? Following directions 
is important, because directions usually guide us to 
reach the end or a goal. In today’s passage, Jesus tells 

his disciples to follow some specific instructions. Though the 
disciples may not have understood why Jesus was giving them 
certain directions, they trusted Jesus and completed the tasks 
at hand.

Like the disciples, we too are called to follow Jesus and 
Jesus’ instructions. We are called to be God’s servants and listen 
to God’s voice. When God gives us directions, God never steers 
us wrong. We can fully rely on and trust God. Name a person 
in your life that you trust. Do they have any directions they ask 
you to follow? In order to do what is just in the community and 
beyond, we are called to do good and turn from evil (repent). 
Faithful living means faithfully following Jesus’ actions by 
treating others fairly. Jesus gave us the best example, by how 
Jesus lived his life. 

In today’s story, we can read about the preparations for 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, on what we now call 
Palm Sunday. The directions that Jesus gave his disciples were 



JUNIOR SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

35

important for them to follow, in order to fulfill the prophecy that 
had been told to the people. When we are faithfully doing what 
God calls us to do, we impact others around us. Every day we 
should strive to follow Jesus in all we do. 

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Do you know what today is? Today we celebrate Palm 
Sunday. This is the time we celebrate the triumphant 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Two disciples were 

instructed by Jesus to obtain a donkey and colt and bring them 
to Jesus. The disciples followed Jesus’ directions and were able 
to see the fruit of their labor.

Take out a sheet of paper and draw a picture of Jesus’ 
triumphant entry as it is read by the teacher. Take a few moments 
to also imagine the sounds, sights, and smells you might have 
experienced if you were in those biblical times. When the 
reading of the scripture is complete, share your drawing with 
the class.   

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Have you ever played the game Simon Says? What 
are the rules of the game? For a few moments at the 
direction of the teacher, play the game, Simon Says. 

After the completion of the game, describe the following: what 
was your favorite instruction? Did you like to follow or be the 
leader? What is your favorite part of playing the game Simon 
Says? 

Part of being an excellent leader is to be an awesome 
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follower. When we follow the guidance of God, we place all our 
trust and faith in God’s directions. Do you have a role model? 
Why are they your role model? Jesus is the ultimate role model! 
Jesus showed respect to everyone Jesus encountered and gave 
us a blueprint to follow. What is one way that you follow Jesus? 
Jesus, the promised Messiah, not only gave hope and kindness, 
but also embodied what it meant to live justice in action. 

When you do what is right and just, you show respect and 
honor to God by living out your faith. What are some ways you 
can help others to live out their faith? We are called to be positive 
examples in a world filled with darkness. Being a servant of God 
means living our lives being a light to the world. This Palm Sunday, 
as we celebrate with the Church Universal, let your shouts of 
“Hosanna” ring loudly as we all proclaim, “Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord.”

REMIX!!!

Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem was a following of 
God’s plan from the very beginning. As people threw their 
cloaks on the ground in honor and respect for their Messiah 

and king, some doubted who Jesus was! When Jesus got to the 
temple after the parade, Jesus showed justice in action by healing 
the sick and blind. Though some doubted and did not understand, 
Jesus continued to do the work God had called Jesus to do. 

This week, look for ways that you can be “God’s Just Servant.” 
It may be by holding the door open for a stranger, or even simply 
giving a smile. Doing what is just is not a one- time event. Justice 
is something that we must participate in daily. As a testament of 
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the promise you are making today to follow where God leads 
you, sing one verse of “I Surrender All” before dismissing.

QUESTIONS

1. What is Palm Sunday?

2.  Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a fancy horse with elegant 
garments. (True or False)

3.  Name one way you can follow directions this week.

PRAISE GOD!!!

Let’s repeat together the following scripture: “Hosanna 
to the Son of David. Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” This is the shout of the people of 

Jesus’ time when Jesus was entering Jerusalem. How would 
you have felt if you saw Jesus, the king, coming into town riding 
on a donkey? Many who were there were so excited that they 
spread their cloaks on the road, and cut palm branches from the 
trees to wave in celebration. 

CLOSING PRAYER

God, thank you for keeping your promises. Thank you 
for being faithful to us every day. Thank you for giving 
us your son, Jesus, who teaches us how to be leaders 

of justice and hope. Help us to follow your ways and choose to 
do what is right. Amen.
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 1 When the sabbath was 
over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might 
go and anoint him.
 2 And very early on the first 
day of the week, when the sun had 
risen, they went to the tomb.
 3 They had been saying to 
one another, “Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance 
to the tomb?”
 4 When they looked up, 
they saw that the stone, which was 
very large, had already been rolled 
back.
 5 As they entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man, dressed in 
a white robe, sitting on the right 
side; and they were alarmed.

 6 But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking 
for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place 
they laid him.
 7 But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see 
him, just as he told you.”
 8 So they went out and fled 
from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and 
they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid.
 9 Now after he rose early 
on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
from whom he had cast out seven 
demons. 

Mark 16:1-9 (NRSV)

ResuRReCtion hoPe

Lesson Scripture: Mark 16, 1 Corinthians 15
Focus Scripture: Mark 16:1-9

Key Verse: “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has been raised.” Mark 16:6

Lesson 7 April 12, 2020 – Easter
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Word PoWer!!!
• Sabbath – A day set aside to worship God, usually Sunday 

for Christians. 

• Resurrection – Christ’s rising from the dead.

• Anoint – To bless (with oil) as part of a religious ritual.

GETTING READY!!!

Have you ever been to a surprise party? Share some of 
the experience with your classmates. In today’s lesson 
from the book of Mark, Mary Magdalene, Mary (James’ 

mother), and Salome got a life-changing surprise. The three 
women went to the tomb with spices to anoint the body of Jesus. 
However, they left with unexpected and wonderful news. Jesus 
had risen, just as Jesus said! How do you think this made these 
women feel? What would you have done if you experienced this 
surprise? Look at the Key Verse. Take turns acting out the Key 
Verse. 

Easter, or Resurrection Sunday, is one of the highest holy 
days of the Christian calendar. Why do you think Easter is 
important? Easter is the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from- 
and conquering of- death. We can have resurrection hope, 
because Jesus got up from the tomb with all power in Jesus’ 
hand! 

Christian churches across the world gather together today 
to celebrate the most wonderful news on earth – Jesus Lives! 
This is good news that we are to share with everyone. Have you 
ever heard the scripture John 3:16? Listen to John 3:16 as the 
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teacher reads it to the class. God loves us so much that God 
gave us God’s son to not only come to earth, but to die, and live 
again so we may have everlasting life. What a wonderful gift! 

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Jesus’ resurrection was one of the most important events 
ever. Paul reminds us in the Corinthian passage that since 
Christ indeed rose from the dead, we can have everlasting life. 
In honor of Resurrection Sunday, let’s reenact the story of Mark. 
The twist, however, is that while the teacher is reading, you will 
be acting out what she/he is saying. 

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Can you imagine the feeling of the three women as they 
were making their way to Jesus’ tomb? They thought 
they were headed to perform the ceremonial anointing 

of Jesus’ body, but they were in for a surprise! One of the 
looming questions that they had amongst each other was, who 
would roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb? The 
women asked this question because the day before, a huge 
stone had been placed in front of the tomb of Jesus so no one 
could get in or out!

When the women got to the site of the tomb, they were 
astonished that the huge stone had not only been rolled away, 
but also that a visitor was there to greet them. The young man 
dressed in white told them some amazing news! He shared with 
them that Jesus, who was crucified, was not here but had risen. 
Can you imagine how the women must have felt? 
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One of God’s many promises is that God will never leave you 
alone. This means that no matter where you go, by yourself or 
with your family, God will be present with you. In this passage, 
the young man’s news of Jesus being alive was evidence that 
God’s love even conquers death! As you celebrate this Easter 
season, make sure you remember the true reason to rejoice. It 
is not the bunny, Easter egg hunts, or even the chocolate! The 
true joy and excitement is that Jesus is alive forevermore!

REMIX!!!

Resurrection to us as Christians means Jesus is alive! 
It is the crux of our faith as being followers of Christ. 
Jesus’ life was that of compassion, justice, and love for 

all. However, Jesus knew that we would need a Savior to save 
us from ourselves. Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice by giving 
his life for us so that we may have everlasting life. What a gift! 
While we are still here on earth, we are called to share this good 
news with others so that they too will believe. This Sunday, share 
with someone what you learned today about resurrection hope. 

QUESTIONS

1.  What is the observation of Easter about?

2.  Name one of the three women who went to the tomb to 
anoint Jesus’ body?

3.  How can you share the true meaning of Easter with your 
family and friends?
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PRAISE GOD!!! 

This story reminds us of the faithfulness of God throughout 
generations. The prophets foretold that a Messiah would 
come to earth, live, die, and be raised on the third day. 

Jesus fulfilled this duty when he conquered death, giving us 
everlasting life. This is good news for us because we know 
that no matter what happens in our lives, God’s love and power 
gives us resurrection hope. Jesus got up, so we too can get up!

CLOSING PRAYER

Loving God, thank you for being faithful to us by raising 
Jesus up. Help us to remember that the true meaning 
of Easter is not in the baskets or the candy, but in the 

great news that Jesus is alive forevermore. Give us courage to 
share our faith with our friends and walk with you all of our days. 
Amen.
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 1 So the king and Haman 
went in to feast with Queen Es-
ther.
 2 On the second day, as 
they were drinking wine, the 
king again said to Esther, “What 
is your petition, Queen Esther? It 
shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even to the half of 
my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.”
 3 Then Queen Esther an-
swered, “If I have won your favor, 
O king, and if it pleases the king, 
let my life be given me—that is 
my petition—and the lives of my 
people—that is my request.
 4 For we have been sold, I 
and my people, to be destroyed, 
to be killed, and to be annihilat-
ed. If we had been sold merely as 
slaves, men and women, I would 
have held my peace; but no ene-
my can compensate for this dam-
age to the king.”
 5 Then King Ahasuerus said 

to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and 
where is he, who has presumed to 
do this?”
 6 Esther said, “A foe and 
enemy, this wicked Haman!” 
Then Haman was terrified before 
the king and the queen.
 7 The king rose from the 
feast in wrath and went into the 
palace garden, but Haman stayed 
to beg his life from Queen Esther, 
for he saw that the king had deter-
mined to destroy him.
 8 When the king returned 
from the palace garden to the ban-
quet hall, Haman had thrown him-
self on the couch where Esther 
was reclining; and the king said, 
“Will he even assault the queen in 
my presence, in my own house?” 
As the words left the mouth of the 
king, they covered Haman’s face.
 9 Then Harbona, one of 
the eunuchs in attendance on the 
king, said, “Look, the very gal-

Esther 7:1-10 (NRSV)

inJustiCe will Be Punished

Lesson Scripture: Esther 3; 5; 7
Focus Scripture: Esther 7:1-10

Key Verse: King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where 
is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther 7:5

Lesson 8 April 19, 2020 
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lows that Haman has prepared for 
Mordecai, whose word saved the 
king, stands at Haman’s house, 
fifty cubits high.” And the king 
said, “Hang him on that.”

 10 So they hanged Haman on 
the gallows that he had prepared 
for Mordecai. Then the anger of 
the king abated.

Word PoWer!!!
• Merely – Barely.

• Foe – An enemy or opponent.

• Compensate – Give something in recognition of; reward.

GETTING READY!!!

One of the most famous stories in the Bible is about 
Queen Esther, for whom this book was named. There 
are only two books in the Bible named after women. 

Today’s scripture lesson comes from one of those books, the 
book of Esther. Esther did not grow up rich or in the royal court. 
Her story in the palace came into being after King Achashveyrosh 
(also known as King Xerxes) ordered a nation-wide search in 
Persia for a new queen. King Xerxes’ scout went and found 
Esther. She was very beautiful and kind. The king was very 
happy.

In the midst of everything, King Xerxes had a horrible advisor 
named Haman. The king had made him so high-ranking, that 
Haman became egotistical and full of himself. Haman did not 
like the Jewish people. Haman wanted everyone to bow down 
to him, but they would not. Esther was a Jew. However, her 
Uncle Mordecai told her not to tell anyone to protect Esther and 
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him. One day while Haman was roaming in the court, he told 
Mordecai, who had become a trusted official, to bow down to 
him. Mordecai would not bow down to Haman and this made 
Haman furious. Haman sent out an edict to ask the king that 
every Jew be killed. 

Our lesson today is the continuation of Esther’s story. In this 
lesson we will learn how Haman tried to trick the king and cause 
evil to the Jewish people. Let’s see how God brought the Jewish 
people to victory in this lesson.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

In Queen Esther’s day, when the king wanted to talk or 
conduct business with a person, the king summoned them 
himself. It was against the custom to just go and talk to the 

king on a person’s accord. However, Queen Esther received 
some horrible news that caused her to make a tough decision. 
Haman was very furious that the Jewish people, including 
Mordecai, would not bow down to him. Haman decreed an edict 
that would have all the Jewish people killed. When Mordecai 
heard about it, he was distraught. He told Queen Esther about 
all that Haman had planned. Queen Esther immediately created 
a plan. 

Queen Esther told Mordecai to tell the people to fast and 
pray for deliverance, and her favor with King Xerxes. The 
Jewish people did just that! When it came time, Esther though 
afraid, bravely went to the king. King Xerxes heard her request 
for a banquet to be thrown, and for Haman to be invited. Then, 
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Esther would ask the king there – her real request! Haman had 
no clue what was happening. He went to the banquet to dine 
with the king and queen. However, when Haman entered the 
gate, Mordecai was there and still refused to bow to Haman. 
This of course made Haman even more furious.

Queen Esther took the king aside and told him that someone 
was trying to kill all of her people. The king was furious. He 
asked who was the foe, and Esther told him it was Haman. 
Esther further confessed to the king that she was also a Jew. 
The king immediately ordered for Haman to be killed and threw 
out the edict.

Queen Esther was born to be and was in the right place at 
the right time “for such a time as this.” Her bravery and courage 
not only saved her uncle, but a whole nation of people! Esther’s 
commitment to God, and trusting God’s will, gave her victory. 
Though she had been born an orphan, God raised Esther to be 
one of the highest officials in the land. God’s plan for Esther’s 
life was an amazing one that saved not only her life, but her 
people’s as well! 

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

God has awesome plans for each of our lives! It does 
not matter how or where we were born or what 
neighborhood we grow up in. God can do amazing 

things through all of us! Esther’s story reminds us that God’s 
ways are higher than our ways. Like Esther, when we have 
major decisions that we must make, we should go to God in 
prayer. When Esther knew she had to go before the king, she 
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not only fasted and prayed, but she asked others to join her in 
prayer and fasting. 

One of God’s many promises is that God will never leave you 
alone or on your own. This means that no matter where you go 
by yourself or with your family, God will be present with you. God 
was present with the queen when she went before the king and 
made her request. Queen Esther’s trust in God outweighed the 
fear of the unknown. Her faith was not only rewarded, but helped 
to spare the lives of the Jewish people. 

As Christians, we too should seek justice not just for ourselves 
but for others as well. We should always try to find ways to help 
others and be brave in our faith. We might not always know the 
future, but we can be secure in the One who holds the future: 
God. 

REMIX!!!

Rethink the story of Queen Esther. One person is the 
heroine. Who is the villain? Who is the one who helped 
Esther gain victory? Use the printed passage to dramatize 

the story. When you are complete, the teacher will lead you in a 
discussion on how this story made you feel. 

QUESTIONS
1.  What are the two books in the Bible named after women?

2.  Why was Haman so angry? Why did Haman want to kill 
the Jewish people?

3.  What was the outcome of the story?
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PRAISE GOD!!! 

This story reminds us of the faithfulness of God throughout 
the generations. God’s plan for Esther’s life was not 
to abandon her, but to make her a queen who would 

influence the nation in which she lived. Esther trusted God and 
listened to the teachings of her uncle Mordecai. Though Esther 
left his house to become queen, she never forgot her roots and 
her faith. 

In life we will have many choices. Some of the decisions we 
will have to make in life will be easy, while others will be more 
difficult. No matter what decision we have to make, we can trust 
God and listen to God’s voice on how to proceed. God will never 
steer us in the wrong direction. As you go through this week, 
say a prayer for those (maybe even yourself) who have to make 
tough decisions. Ask God to lead and guide your footsteps to 
make the right choices.

CLOSING PRAYER

Loving God, thank you for being faithful from generation to 
generation. Help us to remember the power of prayer, and 
being in community with each other. Lord, when we have 

to make tough choices, help us to be brave and courageous 
like Queen Esther. Give us holy boldness to follow the path you 
have for each of us. Amen. 

48
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 16  Later, two women who 
were prostitutes came to the king 
and stood before him.
 17 The one woman said, 
“Please, my lord, this woman 
and I live in the same house; and 
I gave birth while she was in the 
house.
 18 Then on the third day after 
I gave birth, this woman also gave 
birth. We were together; there was 
no one else with us in the house, 
only the two of us were in the 
house.
 19 Then this woman’s son 
died in the night, because she lay 
on him.
 20 She got up in the middle 
of the night and took my son from 
beside me while your servant 
slept. She laid him at her breast, 
and laid her dead son at my breast.
 21 When I rose in the morn-
ing to nurse my son, I saw that he 
was dead; but when I looked at 
him closely in the morning, clear-
ly it was not the son I had borne.”
 22 But the other woman said, 

“No, the living son is mine, and 
the dead son is yours.” The first 
said, “No, the dead son is yours, 
and the living son is mine.” So 
they argued before the king.
 23 Then the king said, “The 
one says, ‘This is my son that is 
alive, and your son is dead’; while 
the other says, ‘Not so! Your son 
is dead, and my son is the living 
one.’”
 24 So the king said, “Bring 
me a sword,” and they brought a 
sword before the king.
 25 The king said, “Divide the 
living boy in two; then give half 
to the one, and half to the other.”
 26 But the woman whose 
son was alive said to the king—
because compassion for her son 
burned within her—“Please, my 
lord, give her the living boy; cer-
tainly do not kill him!” The other 
said, “It shall be neither mine nor 
yours; divide it.”
 27 Then the king responded: 
“Give the first woman the living 
boy; do not kill him. She is his 

1 Kings 3:16-28  (NRSV)

A Just kinG

Lesson Scripture: 1 Kings 3:1-28
Focus Scripture: 1 Kings 3:16-28

Key Verse: All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered; 
and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom 

of God was in him, to execute justice. 1 Kings 3:28

Lesson 9          April 26, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Judgment – A decision made (often by a judge).

• Render – To give an announcement.

• Perceive – To come to understand or realize.

GETTING READY!!!

Solomon was a very wise man. He continued his father 
David’s legacy of following and obeying God. Solomon 
became king at a young age. When he was asked in a 

dream what he wanted more than anything, Solomon asked for 
wisdom. If you could have one thing in the world, what would it 
be?

King Solomon knew that in order to be a successful king he 
would need God’s guidance in all his decisions. God rewarded 
his request because God was pleased that Solomon didn’t ask 
for riches, or even long life. King Solomon had a heart for God 
and the people he served. He knew that having God’s divine 
wisdom would be the best thing he could ever receive. 

Today’s story is one of the most familiar stories in the book 
of Kings. King Solomon has to make a tough decision and relies 
on his God given wisdom to guide him to the correct answer. 
Solomon’s wisdom and understanding gave him much success 

mother.”
 28 All Israel heard of the 
judgment that the king had ren-
dered; and they stood in awe of 

the king, because they perceived 
that the wisdom of God was in 
him, to execute justice.
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as king. Wisdom is not just having knowledge, but also knowing 
how to make good choices based on what you have learned. 
Name a time when you used wisdom to make a good decision 
that helped someone else. 

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

In our continuation of King’s Solomon’s story, we find him 
having to settle a disagreement between two mothers. The 
mothers lived in the same house and both had given birth 

to baby boys. However, something tragic occurred. Later that 
evening, one of the baby boys passed away. The mother of the 
living child was asleep. The other mother took the sleeping baby 
and replaced the baby with the one who was dead. Can you 
imagine waking up and you have a dead baby in your arms? 
The real mother of the living child was very sad and knew what 
happened but couldn’t prove it. This is where Solomon’s wisdom 
that he prayed for was put into action. The two women met with 
King Solomon, told them both sides of their story, and asked 
him to make the decision for them. The king’s wisdom shone 
through when he figured out how he could decide who the baby 
boy’s real mother was.

King Solomon asked one of his servants to bring him a 
sword so he could divide the baby in half. He knew that the 
real mother, who loved her son, would not allow her baby to 
be harmed or killed. As soon as the sword was brought to King 
Solomon, the real mother cried and said, “O my lord, give her 
the living child.” King Solomon knew in that instance, that this 
was the real mother. He not only made the right decision about 
who the baby belonged to, but also gained a reputation as a 
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king ruling with godly guidance and wisdom. How do you think 
King Solomon felt after this? How do you think the real mother 
of the baby boy felt? What is one gift that God has given to you 
that can impact the community? Find ways that you can share 
that gift with your community and friends.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Have you ever had an argument or disagreement with 
someone? We all have. It is best at times to take a step 
back before you say or do something that you might 

regret later! It may be better at times to get a trusted adult to 
help you with the matter. As leaders we are called to ask God 
to help us in making good decisions. The choices we make not 
only affect us, but others around us. Think about a time when 
you got into an argument with a friend. How did that make you 
feel? 

As you continue to grow in the knowledge of God and in life, 
you will experience people who may not always be the nicest, or 
have your best interest at heart. As people of faith, we can pray 
that God will give us wisdom on how to deal with these types of 
situations and people. 

All in all we should want to do what is right even if wrong is 
being done to us. 

King Solomon knew that in order to rule more effectively, he 
needed God’s help. While we might not ever be queens or kings 
over a territory, we too should ask God to give us guidance in 
making the right choices in life. When we put God first, even in 
the midst of difficult choices, we are telling God that we trust 
God’s divine direction for our lives. 
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REMIX!!!

This week, find a way to show extreme kindness to 
someone you meet at school. Maybe you smile and say, 
“Have a nice day” to someone in the hallway. Sometimes, 

people just need to know that someone cares about them. In 
King Solomon’s case, he decided that more than anything in the 
world he needed wisdom to serve his people in the best way. 
What is one way you can use your gifts to help someone else?

King Solomon is a prime example of asking God for something 
that is selfless. Instead of asking for riches, jewels, or long life, 
he asked God to give him wisdom. Solomon’s request was 
not only granted, but also helped him in making the important 
decision between the two mothers. This goes to show that when 
we ask God for something specific, we never know how that 
request may help us or someone else in the future! 

QUESTIONS

1.  For what did King Solomon ask God? 

2.  Who was King Solomon’s father?

3.  How did King Solomon decide who the mother of the 
baby boy was?

PRAISE GOD!!!

King Solomon’s dedication to be the best king he could 
be is inspiring! Who are some people who inspire you? 
Why do they inspire you? One of Solomon’s inspirations 
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was his father, King David. He inspired him so much, Solomon 
walked in the ways of the Lord and followed God’s commands.

CLOSING PRAYER

God, thank you for all that you have done. Thank you for 
listening to us when we pray. Give us the boldness of 
Solomon to ask for what we want when we pray. God, 

allow our requests to help someone else. Help us to make good 
choices and spread your justice here on earth. Amen.
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Zephaniah 3:1-2
 1 Ah, soiled, defiled, op-
pressing city!
 2 It has listened to no voice; 
it has accepted no correction. It 
has not trusted in the Lord; it has 
not drawn near to its God.

5
 5 The Lord within it is righ-
teous; he does no wrong. Every 
morning he renders his judgment, 
each dawn without fail; but the 

unjust knows no shame.
12-13

 12 For I will leave in the 
midst of you a people humble and 
lowly. They shall seek refuge in 
the name of the Lord—
 13 the remnant of Israel; they 
shall do no wrong and utter no 
lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be 
found in their mouths. Then they 
will pasture and lie down, and no 
one shall make them afraid.

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 5, 12-13 (NRSV)

God PRoMises JustiCe

Lesson Scripture: Zephaniah 3
Focus Scripture: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 5, 12-13

Key Verse: The Lord...is righteous; he does no wrong. Every morning he 
renders his judgment, each dawn without fail. Zephaniah 3:5

Lesson 10 May 3, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Defiled – Marred or spoiled.
• Remnant – A small group of people who will remain faithful 

to God; what’s left.
• Utter – To say something.
• Deceitful – Guilty of misleading others.
• Famished – Very hungry.

GETTING READY!!!

How does it feel when someone treats you with kindness? 
How does it feel when someone is mean to you? Can 
we agree that everyone wants to be treated kindly and 

not unkindly?! In order for us to make sure that we stay on the 
right path, it is important for us to not only trust in God, but ask 
for forgiveness when we do something wrong.

Have you ever done something wrong? How did it make 
you feel when you were corrected? One of the amazing things 
about God is that even though God sees us when we do wrong, 
God still loves us anyway. However, we have consequences 
for our actions when we disobey God or even our parent(s) or 
guardian(s). Back in biblical days, there was a prophet named 
Zephaniah. His message was very stern to the people in the 
land. Zephaniah told them that God not only hated sin, but will 
also punish people for their bad actions. How do you think this 
made the people feel?

God knew that Zephaniah’s message was going to be harsh, 
so God also told Zephaniah to give them some words of hope. 
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Zephaniah told them that God would save a remnant and that 
this remnant would enjoy God’s grace and mercy forever! Even 
though Zephaniah’s message was harsh, it gave hope for the 
future. God would not completely destroy everything, but would 
allow God’s grace and mercy to still abide.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Have you ever done something really bad? Maybe you 
broke a vase or did something completely opposite 
of what your parent(s)/guardian(s) told you to do. 

Zephaniah, the prophet in today’s lesson, was preaching to the 
land of Judah. He wanted people to repent and turn back to God 
from their evil ways. In a sense they had forgotten about God 
and were just doing what they wanted to do. 

In these three short chapters of this book, we see that the 
people in the land of Judah have forgotten all about God. They 
made false gods (idols) out of wood and stone and started 
worshipping them. God was not pleased. God was very angry. 
God sent Zephaniah not only to give them the message, but to 
promise that God’s justice was going to come on earth.

In the midst of all this idol worship, there was still a remnant 
who made the choice to continue to do what was right. They 
worshipped the true God and worshipped God with their whole 
hearts. Zephaniah told them that God would spare and remember 
them. God would continue to take care of them and allow them 
to prosper. This was good news for the remnant. It showed that 
even though everyone else around them was choosing to do 
wrong, their faithfulness was going to be rewarded.
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USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Forgiveness is an essential part of the Christian life. We 
are human. We make mistakes. However, no matter 
what we do, God forgives us. God wants all of creation 

to worship God and to make the right choices. We see in the 
story today that the people of Judah didn’t care about God. They 
decided to make their own idols and worship the sun, moon, 
and stars. This displeased God, and Zephaniah’s message was 
to let them know! Sometimes, when we don’t do what is right 
there are more extreme consequences for our actions. When 
we do wrong, we must be accountable for our actions and ask 
God for forgiveness. 

Think about a time when you did something wrong. How did 
it feel when the other person(s) forgave you? What do you do 
when you do something wrong? When we pray to God and ask 
for forgiveness, God forgives us. We too should offer forgiveness 
when others do us wrong. We can always live in the confidence 
that God’s way is about fairness and honesty.

REMIX!!!

God wants to be involved in our everyday lives. God 
gives us opportunities daily to not only show kindness 
to others, but to take time and pray. All our prayers do 

not have to be just about ourselves! We can pray on behalf of 
others who are going through problems or injustice. We can 
show others how to be kind by our daily actions. Though this is 
all true, we don’t always make the best decisions. We can have 
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assurance in knowing that no matter what, God will always love 
and forgive us.

QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever prayed for someone else?

2. Why was God mad at the people of Judah?

3. What is something that you want to pray to God about?

PRAISE GOD!!!

As Christians, God calls us to pray for others. Let us 
learn the “5 finger” prayer model that gives us some 
examples of those for whom we pray. Get a piece of 

paper and trace around one of your hands. Write the following 
on the picture of your hand:

• Thumb - Pray for those who are closest to you. Examples: 
family, friends, etc.

• Pointer Finger - Pray for those who lead or teach you. 
Examples: teachers, coaches, etc.

• Middle Finger - Pray for those who lead our government. 
Examples: president, mayor, etc.

• Ring Finger - Pray for those who are weak. Examples: sick 
and poor people in the world

• Pinky Finger - Pray for yourself. Examples: needs, choices, 
future, etc.
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CLOSING PRAYER

God, thank you for the ways in which you move in our 
lives. Thank you for always being there for us and 
providing the help we need. God, remind us that we are 

called to not only pray for ourselves, but others as well. When 
we see injustice help us to be agents of hope and restoration in 
the world. Amen.
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Zechariah 8:1-8
 1 The word of the Lord of 
hosts came to me, saying:
 2 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: I am jealous for Zion with 
great jealousy, and I am jealous 
for her with great wrath.
 3 Thus says the Lord: I will 
return to Zion, and will dwell in 
the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusa-
lem shall be called the faithful 
city, and the mountain of the Lord 
of hosts shall be called the holy 
mountain.
 4 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Old men and old women 
shall again sit in the streets of Je-
rusalem, each with staff in hand 
because of their great age.
 5 And the streets of the city 
shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in its streets.
 6 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Even though it seems im-
possible to the remnant of this 

people in these days, should it 
also seem impossible to me, says 
the Lord of hosts?
 7 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: I will save my people from 
the east country and from the west 
country;
 8 and I will bring them to 
live in Jerusalem. They shall be 
my people and I will be their God, 
in faithfulness and in righteous-
ness.

11-17
 11 But now I will not deal 
with the remnant of this people as 
in the former days, says the Lord 
of hosts.
 12 For there shall be a sow-
ing of peace; the vine shall yield 
its fruit, the ground shall give its 
produce, and the skies shall give 
their dew; and I will cause the 
remnant of this people to possess 
all these things.
 13 Just as you have been a 

Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17 (NRSV)

PeACe And JustiCe ReiGn

Lesson Scripture: Zechariah 8
Focus Scripture: Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17

Key Verses: I will save my people...and I will be their God.                    
Zechariah 8:7-8

Lesson 11 May 10, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Devise – To plan.
• Oath – A sworn promise.

GETTING READY!!!

Zechariah was a priest who lived in biblical times. He 
followed the ways of Moses. Zechariah was called to tell 
a great message. His message was that of hope, peace, 

and prosperity for God’s people in the future. This was amazing 
news from the prophet. They could now be joyous about what 
was going to happen in their future. 

Have you ever received good news? How did it make you 
feel? Zechariah’s message not only uplifted the people, but 
also reminded them that better days were surely coming. God 
was going to restore all that had been lost and taken. We can 
believe in God’s promises of love, peace, and justice. Though 
the people had suffered due to others’ actions, God never forgot 
about the remnant that remained true to God. 

cursing among the nations, O 
house of Judah and house of Isra-
el, so I will save you and you shall 
be a blessing. Do not be afraid, 
but let your hands be strong.
 14 For thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Just as I purposed to bring 
disaster upon you, when your an-
cestors provoked me to wrath, 
and I did not relent, says the Lord 
of hosts,
 15 so again I have purposed 

in these days to do good to Jeru-
salem and to the house of Judah; 
do not be afraid.
 16 These are the things that 
you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates 
judgments that are true and make 
for peace,
 17 do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another, and 
love no false oath; for all these are 
things that I hate, says the Lord.
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In today’s passage we will read about Zechariah’s message 
to: speak the truth, make peace with one another, and not devise 
evil plans. These three portions of Zechariah’s message to the 
people help us to see that God had a plan for the restoration of 
the remnant upon Israel’s return to their homeland.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Imagine being in a strange land and you are uncertain about 
the future. You are not sure if you are going to live or die. 
However, a messenger comes and gives you a message of 

hope! This is the premise of our story today in Zechariah. The 
people were feeling a sense of hopelessness and were then 
told, in the midst of it all, their future was hopeful and secure!

The Lord had promised Abram that his ancestors would be 
a blessing to the world. However, disobedience turned that into 
a curse. Zechariah’s message promised that the ability to bless 
the world would be restored by God. Zechariah tells the people 
that their waiting will not be vain. Soon there will be: feasting 
and not fasting, the fields will produce crops, and the old and 
young will be joyful in the streets. These things tell us that the 
city of Jerusalem will not only have a new name, “the holy city,” 
but people and crops will flourish there! 

God’s promise of peace and prosperity among God’s people 
will occur in their future. We can rejoice like those in that time 
because God still forgives and restores us! Even when we do 
not know or see what is happening around us, God has not 
forgotten about us. We only have to trust God and believe God’s 
promises are going to come to pass. 
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USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Have you ever asked the question, where is God in this 
world? God is all around us! Creation is a testament 
of God’s handiwork and creativity. As we are made in 

God’s image, we too should have God inside us, ready to share 
God with the world. Name some ways you see God present in 
the world and in the community. How do you respond to God’s 
presence, making it known to others?

With a world that looks confusing and filled with doubt, we 
are called to bring hope, peace, and justice wherever we go. We 
can balance our uncertainty or fear about things around us with 
the certainty that God will do what God says! We can have an 
expectancy of God’s ongoing presence and work in the world. As 
Christians we should live in such a way that invites unbelievers 
to accept God’s eternal peace and justice. Our lives, what we 
say and do, should give people hope. Our hope is in God and 
we can trust God to do exactly what God says God will do.

REMIX!!!

This week tell a group of friends, someone in your family, 
or in your community about God. Share with them why 
you have hope and are excited about your future. As 

Christians we know our future is secure by the one who created 
the whole world! We can rest and be assured that God’s reign 
of peace and justice is coming! 

QUESTIONS

1.  What is peace to you?

2.  Create “thinking of you” cards with scriptures and pictures 
to be given to the sick and shut-in.
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3.  What was the name of the prophet in the scripture lesson 
today?

PRAISE GOD!!!

Sometimes we will not see eye to eye even with people in 
our family. That is okay. We are all human and at times 
make mistakes. However, God’s divine plan will come to 

pass even amid what might look like a terrible situation. Write 
down ways you can forgive others when they have hurt your 
feelings. When you are done, write down how you want to be 
forgiven when you do others wrong. 

__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

In our lesson today, God forgave and remembered the 
remnant who trusted God even in the midst of bad situations. 
God promised them restoration and a new place where joy and 
love would abide. We, too, should want to create places for 
people to experience God’s love and peace on earth. 

CLOSING PRAYER

God, thank you for keeping your promises. Thank you for 
your forgiveness and loving us despite what we do. We 
ask that you forgive us of our sins and make us brand 

new. Thank you, God, for inviting us to pray for others. Please 
remind us that you give us hope even in the midst of uncertainty. 
Amen.
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 8 And to this people you 
shall say: Thus says the Lord: 
See, I am setting before you the 
way of life and the way of death.
 9 Those who stay in this city 
shall die by the sword, by famine, 
and by pestilence; but those who 
go out and surrender to the Chal-
deans who are besieging you shall 
live and shall have their lives as a 
prize of war.
 10 For I have set my face 
against this city for evil and not 
for good, says the Lord: it shall be 
given into the hands of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall burn it with 
fire.
 11 To the house of the king of 
Judah say: Hear the word of the 
Lord,

 12 O house of David! Thus 
says the Lord: Execute justice in 
the morning, and deliver from the 
hand of the oppressor anyone who 
has been robbed, or else my wrath 
will go forth like fire, and burn, 
with no one to quench it, because 
of your evil doings.
 13 See, I am against you, O 
inhabitant of the valley, O rock of 
the plain, says the Lord; you who 
say, “Who can come down against 
us, or who can enter our places of 
refuge?”
 14 I will punish you accord-
ing to the fruit of your doings, 
says the Lord; I will kindle a fire 
in its forest, and it shall devour all 
that is around it.

Jeremiah 21:8-14 (NRSV)

PRACtiCe JustiCe

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 21
Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 21:8-14

Key Verse: Thus says the Lord:  See, I am setting before you the way of 
life. Jeremiah 21:8

Lesson 12 May 17, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Famine – An extreme lack of food.
• Pestilence – Deadly disease.
• Besiege – To surround, lay siege to.
• Devour – To destructively consume.

GETTING READY!!!

Have you ever had to share bad news with someone? It 
is hard to share news that might hurt or not be popular 
with the people who have to receive it. However, we 

find the prophet Jeremiah in this situation in our lesson today. 
He had a message from God to share, and he did!

Throughout Jeremiah’s life he faced challenges, but he 
never doubted God. When Jeremiah first started his ministry he 
was very young. He had doubts, but God soon told him, “Before 
I formed you in your mother’s womb…I appointed you a prophet 
to the nations.” (Jer. 1:5) As Jeremiah got older, the messages 
from God to the people did not get any easier. However, through 
it all, Jeremiah was obedient to what God told him to say and 
do. Jeremiah did not waver in telling the messages God wanted 
the people to hear. 

Jeremiah’s faithfulness to follow God even in tough situations 
is something we can see reflected throughout his life. God 
desires that all people are treated fairly. To commit to treating 
others justly in one’s everyday life is important. Jeremiah is a 
prime example of how to be a worker of justice, called by God.
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INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

In today’s lesson, we find Jeremiah yet again with another 
difficult message to share. This timely message was 
towards King Zedekiah. King Z was put on the throne by 

King Nebuchadnezzar after one of King Z’s victories. King “Neb” 
captured nation after nation and took the Jewish court, king and 
his family, army leaders, and everything else. 

All while this was happening, King Z stayed faithful and 
listened to King Neb. However, the Jewish people were very 
distraught because in the midst of all this, false prophets arose, 
telling the people that they would be okay. However, Jeremiah 
knew that this was not true. The people had forgotten God, and 
this was their punishment. King Z got fed up with everything 
going on and decided to plan an attack against King Neb. 
Jeremiah wrote letters to the people telling them that the false 
prophets were not sent from God. In order to live, they must 
repent. 

In an attempt to take control of the kingdom, King Z didn’t 
listen to Jeremiah and began to make further plans to take over 
the kingdom. King Z called for Jeremiah, hoping for a word of 
hope. Instead, Jeremiah gave him a word of defeat. He told him 
to surrender. King Z did not heed Jeremiah’s warning and was 
later captured and put to death. 

Jeremiah tried to warn the people of Jerusalem that they 
could still choose to serve God and regain God’s favor. They 
did not listen. Because of Israel’s disobedience to God, they 
brought punishment to themselves. Jeremiah tried to help King 
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Z, but he too did not listen. God gave them many chances, but 
they decided not to follow God. This is a reminder to us that 
God does indeed care about us, but we too must play a part and 
follow what God tells us to do.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Can you remember a time when someone told you to 
listen, but you disobeyed? What was the outcome? 
Did you get in trouble? When a trusted adult tells us to 

listen and obey, it is usually for our good. Their life experience 
can help us not to make the same mistakes. Imagine a life with 
no rules or laws. It might seem that it would be lit, but actually it 
would not be great at all! There would be confusion, chaos, and 
in some instances, danger! We have rules at school, church, 
and in our community to keep us safe. Name one rule at school 
that keeps us safe. Name one rule at church that we abide by 
to honor God. Name one rule in your community that keeps you 
safe while walking, or riding your bike.

God has rules for our lives, too! We are called to follow God’s 
laws and abide by what God tells us to do. It is up to us as good 
leaders to not only follow those rules but encourage others to 
do the same.

REMIX!!!

This story is a good reminder that we should not be 
dishonest. We are called to be people of truth. We must 
be careful of all our actions. When we are dishonest and 

lie, it affects not only us but others. God does not want us to 
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lie. God wants us to tell the truth and do what is right. So, the 
next time you think about doing or saying something that is not 
true, stop for a moment and think about the consequences. It is 
always better to tell the truth.

QUESTIONS

1.  What did Jeremiah tell King Zedekiah to do?

2.  Jeremiah was a faithful prophet of God. (True or False)

3.  How do you think Jeremiah felt when he saw the people 
rejecting God?

PRAISE GOD!!!

Thank God that God gives us chance after chance to 
make things right. However, there are times when we 
do not listen to God and we do things our way. When we 

are disobedient, we disconnect from God. God is always there 
welcoming us back with open arms, but we must repent and try 
to do better. Thanks be to God whose love is everlasting. Thank 
you, God, for your grace and mercy that is always given to us 
every day! 

CLOSING PRAYER

God, thank you for keeping your promises. Please 
forgive us when we have not obeyed your word. Help 
us to listen and make choices that are pleasing in your 

sight. Thank you, Lord, for loving us and remaining faithful to us 
each and every day. Remind us that you want us to trust you in 
all the areas of our lives. Amen.
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RePent of inJustiCe

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 22 
Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 22:1-10

Key Verse: Act with justice and righteousness….And do no wrong or 
violence to the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood. 

Jeremiah 22:3

Lesson 13 May 24, 2020

 1 Thus says the Lord: Go 
down to the house of the king of 
Judah, and speak there this word,
 2 and say: Hear the word of 
the Lord, O King of Judah sitting 
on the throne of David—you, and 
your servants, and your people 
who enter these gates.
 3 Thus says the Lord: Act 
with justice and righteousness, 
and deliver from the hand of the 
oppressor anyone who has been 
robbed. And do no wrong or vio-
lence to the alien, the orphan, and 
the widow, or shed innocent blood 
in this place.
 4 For if you will indeed obey 
this word, then through the gates 
of this house shall enter kings who 
sit on the throne of David, riding 
in chariots and on horses, they, and 
their servants, and their people.
 5 But if you will not heed 
these words, I swear by myself, 
says the Lord, that this house shall 
become a desolation.
 6 For thus says the Lord 

concerning the house of the king 
of Judah; You are like Gilead to 
me, like the summit of Lebanon; 
but I swear that I will make you a 
desert, an uninhabited city.
 7 I will prepare destroyers 
against you, all with their weap-
ons; they shall cut down your 
choicest cedars and cast them into 
the fire.
 8 And many nations will 
pass by this city, and all of them 
will say one to another, “Why has 
the Lord dealt in this way with that 
great city?”
 9 And they will answer, 
“Because they abandoned the cov-
enant of the Lord their God, and 
worshiped other gods and served 
them.”
 10 Do not weep for him who 
is dead, nor bemoan him; weep 
rather for him who goes away, for 
he shall return no more to see his 
native land.

Jeremiah 22:1-10 (NRSV)
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Word PoWer!!!
• Heed – To pay attention.
• Desolation – A state of complete emptiness.
• Bemoan – To express sorrow.

GETTING READY!!!

Last week, we learned about one of Jeremiah’s difficult 
messages that he shared with the royal court. Jeremiah 
did not sway from obeying God and continued to say, 

“Thus said the Lord.” The message in the lesson today is still 
the same but with an added twist: turn back to God. Jeremiah 
tells the people that our love and knowledge of God is good. 
However, it should be displayed in how we treat other people. 

How do you like to be treated? How does it feel when you 
say hello to someone and they do not respond? God wants all 
of us to be kind and loving people. When we treat someone 
unkindly, we are not displaying what we have been taught. This 
is what it means to act with justice and righteousness, taking 
into account that everyone is worthy of respect and love.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

We find Jeremiah yet again with another message of 
conviction for the people in the land. The king was 
still not acting in ways of justice towards the people. 

Jeremiah admonished the king to uphold his kingly duties by 
treating everyone in a righteous and godly way. However, just 
like previous leaders, the king didn’t feel that was necessary. 
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Jeremiah explained that if repentance and justice began to 
happen in the land, then God would reward it. However, if 
they continued to live in ways unpleasing to God, they would 
be punished. If the king would not change his ways, then the 
consequences would have to be paid.

Some of the people in the land were sad and were weeping 
because before King Jehoiakim was the leader, King Josiah 
ruled. King Josiah ruled with godly judgment and justice. 
However, Jeremiah told the people to not cry over the past, but 
weep for the destruction and injustice that they are currently 
experiencing under the new king.

Jeremiah further explained that the treatment of the people 
was bad, and they must be treated with kindness and justice. 
This is what the Lord requires. However, the king did not listen, 
and the destruction and consequence that God promised would 
happen came in the future.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

A good leader treats everyone with fairness and respect. 
As Christians, we are expected to live out our faith by                                 
how we treat each other. Do you think it is easier to 

treat someone nice who is nice to you, or treat someone nice 
who is mean to you? I am going to take a guess and say that 
you probably answered “yes” to the first part of the question. It is 
easier to be nice when others are nice to you. However, it takes 
extra effort to be nice to those who are mean. 

In the scripture lesson today, God gave the king and the 
people another opportunity to make the right choice. God 
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encouraged them to treat everyone with justice and to help 
those who were defenseless. Jeremiah called the people to do 
God’s work of justice, and repent of the injustice that had been 
happening in the land. As Christians we should identify ways 
that we can help the oppressed and ask forgiveness for the 
times we overlooked them.

REMIX!!!

Jeremiah tells the king of Judah that God is giving the nation 
one more chance. Though they were given a chance, they 
made the choice not to listen to God. They decided not 

to follow God and had to pay the consequences. When we do 
wrong, we have to remember that we too have consequences 
for our actions. In The Lord’s Prayer, we are reminded that we 
should ask for daily ‘bread’ and forgiveness. 

QUESTIONS

1.  Why should we treat others with kindness?

2.  Did the king in this story listen to Jeremiah’s warning?

3.  Name a time when you were given a second chance. 
How did that make you feel?

PRAISE GOD!!!

Jeremiah’s story and message can be an inspiration to 
all of us! No matter how difficult the message God gave 
Jeremiah to share, Jeremiah did it! Jeremiah’s obedience 

and faithfulness were rewarded by God. Think of a time when 
you got an award or gift. Why did you receive the award or gift? 
Every day, we are given the gift of grace and mercy from God. 
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We must strive to give this same gift to others with whom we 
come into contact.

CLOSING PRAYER

Join in with your class at the end of the period and pray this 
prayer together, as a reminder of the daily need of God’s 
love and grace:

God, thank you for keeping your promises. Thank you that 
you still speak to us today. Help us to ask for forgiveness when 
we have done wrong. Lead us and guide us to be better leaders 
and champions of justice on this earth. 

Say The Lord’s Prayer.
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Hosea 11:1-2
 1 When Israel was a child, 
I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son.
 2 The more I called them, 
the more they went from me; they 
kept sacrificing to the Baals, and 
offering incense to idols.

7-10
 7 My people are bent on 
turning away from me. To the 
Most High they call, but he does 
not raise them up at all.
 8 How can I give you up, 
Ephraim? How can I hand you 
over, O Israel? How can I make 
you like Admah? How can I treat 
you like Zeboiim? My heart re-
coils within me; my compassion 
grows warm and tender.
 9 I will not execute my 
fierce anger; I will not again de-
stroy Ephraim; for I am God and 
no mortal, the Holy One in your 
midst, and I will not come in 
wrath.
 10 They shall go after the 

Lord, who roars like a lion; when 
he roars, his children shall come 
trembling from the west.

12:1-2
 1 Ephraim herds the wind, 
and pursues the east wind all day 
long; they multiply falsehood 
and violence; they make a treaty 
with Assyria, and oil is carried to 
Egypt.
 2 The Lord has an indict-
ment against Judah, and will pun-
ish Jacob according to his ways, 
and repay him according to his 
deeds.

6-14
 6 But as for you, return to 
your God, hold fast to love and 
justice, and wait continually for 
your God.
 7 A trader, in whose hands 
are false balances, he loves to op-
press.
 8 Ephraim has said, “Ah, I 
am rich, I have gained wealth for 
myself; in all of my gain no of-
fense has been found in me that 

Hosea 11:1-2, 7-10; 12:1-2, 6-14 (NRSV)

RetuRn to love And JustiCe 

Lesson Scripture: Hosea 11–12
Focus Scripture: Hosea 11:1-2, 7-10; 12:1-2, 6-14

Key Verse: Hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your 
God. Hosea 12:6

Lesson 14 May 31, 2020
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would be sin.”
 9 I am the Lord your God 
from the land of Egypt; I will 
make you live in tents again, as in 
the days of the appointed festival.
 10 I spoke to the prophets; it 
was I who multiplied visions, and 
through the prophets I will bring 
destruction.
 11 In Gilead there is iniquity, 
they shall surely come to noth-
ing. In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls, 
so their altars shall be like stone 

heaps on the furrows of the field.
 12 Jacob fled to the land of 
Aram, there Israel served for a 
wife, and for a wife he guarded 
sheep.
 13 By a prophet the Lord 
brought Israel up from Egypt, and 
by a prophet he was guarded.
 14 Ephraim has given bitter 
offense, so his Lord will bring his 
crimes down on him and pay him 
back for his insults. 

Word PoWer!!!
• Ephraim – One of the tribes of Israel.
• Indictment – A formal charge of a crime.
• Iniquity – Unfair and unjust behavior.

GETTING READY!!!

Hosea is the first of the twelve “minor prophets” books in 
the Bible. We do not know much about him; however, we 
do know that Hosea’s messages were that of wanting 

others to be back in right relationship with God. In Hosea’s 
times, many had forgotten the laws of God and began being 
unfaithful to God by worshipping idols like Baal. This saddened 
Hosea, and he prophesied to the people to return to God who 
had always loved and cared for them.

In our scripture lesson today, Hosea first reminds the people 
of just how much God loves them by comparing them to a child 
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being loved by a caring parent. However, in Chapter 12, we see 
that the tone of Hosea’s message is much different. Hosea tells 
them of the judgment that is to come if they do not change their 
ways. He focuses on the tribe of Ephraim specifically. Hosea 
asks the people to contrast the way God lavished them with love 
and grace to their actions of forgetting God and sacrificing to 
idols. Incense was only supposed to be used to worship the true 
and living God. However, the Israelites worshipped the idols 
they made. Though throughout this God loved them still, God 
was calling them to repentance. The Israelites needed to return 
to love and justice and hold on to God’s love. 

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Israel in Hosea’s time was in bad condition. The tribes, 
specifically Ephraim, had forgotten all about God. They 
forgot how God protected, loved, and gave compassion 

to them. The people got caught up in their own desires and 
decisions and began to choose idolatry. They made handmade 
statues that could neither hear, speak, or act and began making 
sacrifices to Baal.

Hosea, in his message, describes the feeling of this idol 
worship as breaking God’s heart. He says it’s like a child who 
forgets how much the parent loves and cares, and instead they 
reject the parents through their actions. Even still, Hosea reminds 
the tribes that God’s love is unconditional and everlasting. 

The lack of their remorse or heart of repentance caused 
Hosea’s message to shift. 

Hosea warned them of the danger of forgetting God and 
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worshipping statues. He prophesied that their prideful and selfish 
actions were disrespectful towards God. Hosea calls them to 
repent, turn back to God, and hold fast to love and justice. In 
this way, the Lord whose love is unconditional will see they are 
serious about God and justice in the community. However, the 
people chose not to listen, and judgment soon came into the 
land.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

It is one thing to do wrong, but it is another thing to dismiss 
your actions and not ask for forgiveness. As leaders of God’s 
love and justice, we have to be responsible for our actions. 

We cannot put our trust in love or money or idol worship. We are 
called to worship the only true and living God!

REMIX!!!

Thanks be to God for God’s everlasting love and 
compassion unto us! Hosea’s message reminds us that 
at times we may forget about all that God has done for 

us. At times we need to stop and reflect on all the blessings and 
favor God has shown and given us. As people of faith, we have to 
remember that everything we have comes from God. God gives, 
but God also corrects us just like a loving parent. When we go 
astray or don’t follow God’s law, we can ask for forgiveness. We 
are thankful that God gives us not only forgiveness, but another 
chance to try to do better than the day before.

QUESTIONS

1.  What was Hosea’s message to the people?
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2.  List the blessings from today’s text that God gave to 
God’s people. ________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
_______________

3.  What do you do when you are faced with difficult 
challenges?

PRAISE GOD!!!

From Amos, Habakkuk, Micah, Esther, Zephaniah, 
Zechariah, and Hosea, we have learned what it means to 
be a champion of justice and hope. These lessons have 

given us wonderful examples of how to be better leaders and 
better Christians. Thank God for the testimonies of the prophets 
in the scriptures that remind us of God’s love and faithfulness 
throughout the generations. Let us be inspired to continue to do 
God’s work of justice here on this earth. 

CLOSING PRAYER

God of justice, thank you for reminding us of your 
faithfulness throughout the generations. Help us, O 
God, to see injustice around us. Give us courage and 

boldness to stand up for others. Thank you for your love and 
grace that covers us each day. Help us not only to learn about 
our faith but also to live it out in our daily actions. Amen.


