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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
A.M.E. Discipline
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 18 Alas for you who desire the 
day of the Lord! Why do you want 
the day of the Lord? It is darkness, 
not light;
 19 as if someone fled from a 
lion, and was met by a bear; or went 
into the house and rested a hand 
against the wall, and was bitten by 
a snake.
 20 Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with 
no brightness in it?
 21 I hate, I despise your festi-

vals, and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies.
 22 Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain of-
ferings, I will not accept them; and 
the offerings of well-being of your 
fatted animals I will not look upon.
 23 Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not listen 
to the melody of your harps.
 24 But let justice roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:18-24 (NRSV)

Lesson 1 March 1, 2020

Called to Accountability
Lesson Scripture: Amos 5 
Focus Scripture: Amos 5:18-24

Key Verse: But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
overflowing stream. Amos 5:24
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VOCABULARY
•	 Day of the Lord – The day of God’s judgment.
•	 Despise – Hold deep contempt.
•	 Solemn – Not cheerful, gloomy.
•	 Remnant – Whatever is left.

INTRODUCTION

Throughout history we have seen advances and 
movements that were birthed in order to give people 
of color, and women, more leverage when it comes to 

rights, pay, opportunities, and equality at all levels. Even though 
many have sacrificed so much, including their lives, so that we 
can experience a better life, there is still a lot of work to do for 
justice to be equal among genders and ethnicity. In other words, 
life is still not fair.

Even though there are systems in place that keep us 
separated and not equal, society would say we have advanced 
by leaps and bounds in the last ten to fifteen years. We are 
doing more now for justice and equality than in any other time in 
our history. But, there is still a lot of work to do. God would prefer 
that we work towards justice rather than stand quietly in the face 
of injustice, and that we seek truth rather than accept lies, and 
seek God’s righteousness over the world’s rewards.

Activity #1: Stop, Look, and Listen. Discussion
1. How does it make you feel to know that there is still a lot in 

injustice around you?
2. Name some things that you know are unfair in your school.
3. Who in your community do you feel is trustworthy on issues 

of injustice?
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4. How does it make you feel when you see someone 
mistreated? 

THE BIBLE STORY

Israel has experienced blessing after blessing as God’s 
chosen people. The benefit of being “God’s chosen” means 
they were able to have great houses and wealth. However, 

the Israelites took it all for granted, began worshipping other 
gods and living unjustly, and turning a blind eye to others 
being treated unjustly. That is not what God intended. Now- as 
explained to them through the prophet Amos- the time is coming 
where God is going to call to accountability everything that has 
happened. The people longing for the “Day of the Lord” to come 
thought it would be better. But that day will be justice in action 
because God will be in the judgment seat; and, they will not be 
able to take advantage of what God has given to them. 

It was going to be rough…imagine running from a lion and 
running into a bear; bracing against the wall to get away from the 
bear and getting bitten by a snake. On the “Day of the Lord” for 
the people, there will be no joy or happiness. Times will be hard. 
No one will be catching a break here. The “Day of the Lord” will 
not be what the Israelites expect it to be. The “Day of the Lord” 
is a day of judgment and there will be nothing that anyone can 
do about it. By this time, God will no longer accept their worship, 
their sacrifices, nor their praise. When the “Day of the Lord” 
comes, God will be vocal about the injustices committed against 
the poor and disadvantaged and won’t want to hear anything 
about it, nor will anything done be accepted.
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LIFE APPLICATION

I just can’t wait”…is a phrase that is heard repeatedly. I can’t 
wait until I’m in high school, I can’t wait until I can drive, I can’t 
wait until Christmas comes. Whenever we say things like 

that, we really don’t understand what we are asking for. Actually, 
when we look forward to something good to happen, we are 
also looking forward to all the hardships and worry that may 
come along with the good we are anticipating. That is what was 
happening in this scripture. The people were dropping hints of 
longing for the “Day of the Lord.” Well, that day is not at all what 
the people expected. God’s coming meant the day of judgment 
will come. 

Even if it seems that we can get away with some things 
without God saying anything, it does not mean that God doesn’t 
see it. God sees everything! So, treat others fairly, and seek 
justice for all, not just one group of people. Look out for those 
who are the most vulnerable and know that God cares about 
everyone. Be aware that just because it looks like you’re going 
to get away with something, does not mean that you will. God 
sees and will react to everything you do, say, and think. You will 
also be accountable for the things that you don’t do. So, where 
you see things that are wrong, speak up, take action, and do 
something!

Activity #2: Intentional Living. YouTube: “Intentional” by Travis 
Greene (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH3f0ellNv8) In 
two groups, draw a plan for how to practice righteous living 
(Being Good) and generous living (Doing Good). Come back 

“
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together and share your plans. Develop a plan for the entire 
groups by combining your plans. Post it in your youth area and 
on index cards to carry with you 

SUMMARY

Injustices are all over. It is up to us to do something about 
it. We can start at home, in a church group, and by going 
out into the community. It is up to us to do no harm, and 

to help those who have been harmed. In that way, we show 
ourselves to be the hands and feet of God. We are our brothers’ 
and sisters’ keepers; and, God’s expectation for us to live in his 
grace and mercy is to pay it forward and show grace and mercy 
to others. We are also called to stand up for those who cannot 
stand up for themselves, often the elderly and the young. When 
we live according to God’s standards, we become instruments 
for justice. 

Activity #3: With Liberty and Justice for All. The pledge of 
allegiance includes these words, “With liberty and justice for all.” 
This has had many meanings throughout time. What does that 
mean to you in the 21st century?

CLOSING DEVOTION

God, as we stand here today, we ask you to strengthen 
us to be your hands and feet. Give us boldness to stand 
for what is right, faith to stand alone, compassion to 

expand our embrace and grace, just as you have shown us. In 
Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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Habakkuk 1:1-4
 1 The oracle that the prophet 
Habakkuk saw.
 2 O Lord, how long shall I 
cry for help, and you will not listen? 
Or cry to you “Violence!” and you 
will not save?
 3 Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before 
me; strife and contention arise.
 4 So the law becomes slack 
and justice never prevails. The 
wicked surround the righteous—
therefore judgment comes forth 
perverted.

12-14
 12 Are you not from of old, O 
Lord my God, my Holy One? You 
shall not die. O Lord, you have 
marked them for judgment; and 
you, O Rock, have established them 
for punishment.
 13 Your eyes are too pure to 
behold evil, and you cannot look on 
wrongdoing; why do you look on 
the treacherous, and are silent when 
the wicked swallow those more 
righteous than they?
 14 You have made people like 
the fish of the sea, like crawling 
things that have no ruler.

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14 (NRSV)

A Prayer for Justice

Lesson Scripture: Habakkuk 1 
Focus Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14

Key Verse: Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, and you cannot look on 
wrongdoing. Habakkuk 1:13a

Lesson 2 March 8, 2020
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VOCABULARY
•	 Oracle – A response or message or the person who gives 

such a message.
•	 Contention – Heated disagreement.
•	 Treacherous – Guilty of being disloyal or unfaithful.
•	 Perverted – Corrupt in all ways.

INTRODUCTION

There are many injustices that plague our country. One of 
the most prevalent issues for our time is Gun Violence 
and Gun Control. Gun violence has plagued this 

country with mass shootings at malls, theaters, concerts, in the 
streets, in the church, and in the schools. Since the turn of the 
century there have been more than 240 school shootings in the 
United States. It doesn’t matter the grade level, neighborhood, 
race, or economic status of the majority of students or the 
levels of security already in place at any given school, guns 
have penetrated our educational centers and have left students, 
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faculty, and parents frustrated and wondering when the next 
incident will happen. 

In 2018 a group of students from Parkland High School 
in Florida decided after a deadly shooting took place at their 
school, that they were not going to wait for the government to 
take charge. Instead, they took things into their own hands. 
They didn’t want the memory of the shooting that took place in 
Feb. 2018 to be forgotten, or overshadowed by the next large 
issue that came along. The students were frustrated with the 
government and pushed to get the gun control laws changed. 
To do this, they staged a National School Walkout and an 
advocacy tour called the March for Our Lives where thousands 
of youth took to the streets in protest to make the government 
hear their voices and to activate change.

Activity #1: Start Something. Watch the news clip, “March for 
Our Lives” (https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2018/06/16/
march-for-our-lives-tour-road-to-change-gallagher-dnt.cnn). 
Develop a petition you would send to God on this issue.

THE BIBLE STORY

The problem as God gave Habakkuk to see it:  
God, how long do I have to c___ out for help before you 
l__________? 
How many times do I have to yell, 
“Help! M______________! Police!”                                                                                                                                         
           before you come to the r_____________? 
Why do you force me to look at evil, 
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stare t__________ in the face day after day? 
Anarchy and violence b____________ out, 
quarrels and fights all over the place. 
Law and order fall to pieces. 
J________________ is a joke. 
The wicked have the r ________________ hamstrung
and stand justice on its head.
God says, “Look!”

God, you’re from e________, aren’t you? 
Holy God, we aren’t going to die, are we? 
God, you chose B______________ for your judgment work? 
Rock-solid God, you gave them the job of 
d_______________? 
But you can’t be s_________!
You can’t condone evil! 
So why don’t you d_____ something about this?
 
Why are you s_________ now?
This outrage! Evil men s____________ up the righteous
and you stand around 
and watch!
You’re treating men and women 
as so many fish in the ocean, 
S___________ without direction, 
swimming but not getting anywhere.

Activity #2: Why Is God Silent Now! Use this list of words to 
fill in the blanks of the Bible Story above. Once the puzzle is 
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solved, discuss the magnitude of what the prophet is asking. 

Word List: cry, eternity, swimming, righteous, listen, Babylonians, 
swallow, justice, murder, discipline, silent, break, rescue, 
serious, do, trouble.

LIFE APPLICATION

The prophet Habakkuk has two complaints as he goes 
before God on behalf of the people: one, he complains 
about injustice going on in the land, and two, he complains 

about how long God is taking to come to their defense. This is a 
familiar commentary. We all see injustices happen in our society 
and we talk about it, flood social media with it, in some cases we 
take a stand, fully committed until the next thing comes along 
and the cycle continues. The first thing gets overshadowed by 
the new thing. Then, we complain that no one is doing anything, 
and that the church is silent, the politicians aren’t working, and 
the government is too slow in responding (if it responds at all).

Habakkuk goes directly to God giving us the example of 
God’s sovereignty and capacity, as well as giving us an example 
of how we too can go to God to express our frustrations, knowing 
that God hears our hearts. God is never taken by surprise 
whenever things happen, nor is God unconcerned. As we pray 
for those who are mistreated or caught in the midst of the sins 
of others, God hears and is just to act in God’s time in God’s 
way. Sometimes, it isn’t for us to understand God’s methods, it 
is for us to intercede on behalf of others. When we do, and see 
results from our actions even in the smallest ways, we know that 
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most of all God sees and is concerned about everyone.

Activity #3: Project Injustice/Justice. Divide into two groups. 
Group one will design a poster board about injustices that 
concern them in their community, and group two will design 
a vision board of how they would like to see the world. Once 
completed, your teacher will post your project on a bulletin 
board to display in the church. This may take a couple of weeks 
to complete.

SUMMARY

There are several things that we can do as we wait on 
God to move on our behalf:

We can pray. Our prayers have volume in the face of 
injustice. God is aware of every situation and will move in God’s 
time. 

We can extend a hand. Helping others who are in need is 
how we become the hands and feet of God. Remember, though, 
we are NOT God, but if we can decrease someone’s discomfort 
by any measure, we are showing compassion. This may require 
you to leave your comfort zone.

We can continue to tell the story. The one thing we cannot 
afford to do is to forget that injustice exists, and we must insist 
that our story gets told…CORRECTLY...And finally… Never 
give up hope. 
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CLOSING DEVOTION

God, as we stand here today, we ask you to strengthen 
us to be your hands and feet. Give us boldness to stand 
for what is right, faith to stand alone, compassion to 

expand our embrace, and grace just as you have shown us. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Parkland Survivors Turned Into Activists and Inspired a 
Wave of New Gun Safety Laws

by Dakin Andone, CNN, Mon., February 11, 2019

One year ago, police converged on a high school. Teenagers 
held their hands aloft while they were escorted outside. Distraught 
parents mourned their dead children and officials condemned 
the violence and offered their “thoughts and prayers.” But that 
was soon drowned out by survivors and families of the victims of 
the February 14, 2018 shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida. Together, they called for 
changes that would prevent a similar tragedy from happening 
to anyone else.

They confronted their lawmakers. They rallied others to their 
cause. And then they took to the streets of Washington, DC, 
to put on the March for Our Lives, make impassioned pleas 
for reform and declare, “Never Again.” Gun safety advocates 
say their success is perhaps best illustrated by legislation passed 
in different states across the country last year: 67 new gun laws 
were enacted by both Republican and Democratic legislators in 
26 states and Washington, DC, according to a year-end report 
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by the Gifford’s Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence. “2018 
was a momentous year in terms of gun safety legislation,” said 
Allison Anderman, the group’s managing attorney. “The sheer 
number of the significant pieces of legislation that were enacted, 
the fact that very consequential bills were signed by Republican 
governors, as well as the very few gains made by the gun lobby 
really combined to make it kind of an earth-shattering year.”

For years, gun violence prevention advocates worked to lay 
a foundation for gun control policies by building an infrastructure 
and introducing bills, even if they were going to fail, Anderman 
said, and that helped the “tremendous success” advocates saw 
in 2018. But the impact of the Parkland shooting, its survivors 
and the families of the victims was certainly a factor. “They never 
backed down,” Anderman said of the Parkland activists. “And 
they were incredibly eloquent and motivated and organized. 
And the March for Our Lives campaign that they created was 
tremendously effective at amplifying the message and bringing 
people into the fold.”

It took less than a month after the Parkland shooting for 
Florida’s Republican legislature to pass the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School Public Safety Act, that covered a wide 
range of policies. Some of them were championed by gun control 
advocates, like allowing law enforcement to ask for an “extreme 
risk protection order,” which temporarily prohibits someone 
from possessing firearms if they pose a threat to themselves or 
others.

Those approaches aren’t favored by many gun control 
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advocates and weren’t championed by most of the Parkland 
students. But they were supported by Andrew Pollack, whose 
daughter Meadow, a senior at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, was killed. Galvano said, “Parkland very clearly 
reminded us that we had to do so much more, that what we 
had done in the past was not enough. The survivors and the 
victims’ families who got involved very early were key to the 
bill’s success,” Galvano said. “Certainly, it definitely helped,” 
he said, adding that the tragedy of Parkland was one that he 
believes “echoed throughout the nation.”

“In some way,” he said, “I have to believe that the courageous 
way we addressed the myriad issues within this bill had to 
encourage others elsewhere.” But it wasn’t just state legislators 
who passed new gun control measures.  

“I was inspired by the response of the high school students 
from Parkland,” said Paul Kramer, the initiative’s citizen 
sponsor, “and the way that they responded following that 
shooting, speaking out. And it seemed to me that people were 
listening in new ways.” Kramer became intimately familiar with 
the consequences of gun violence after his son was shot at a 
party among high school friends in 2016. He survived, but three 
others were killed.

Since then, Kramer has been dedicated to advancing gun 
safety initiatives, and when at least two recent bills aimed at 
curbing the gun violence epidemic failed to get a floor vote in the 
last two legislative sessions, he was disappointed, particularly 
after Parkland. “That was an even bigger disappointment when 
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the legislature failed to take action after Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas,” he said. But that changed when nearly 60% of voters 
passed I-1639, under which gun owners could be held criminally 
liable if someone who’s not allowed to access a firearm, like a 
child or a felon, uses it in a crime – unless the gun owner was 
found to keep the gun secured in a safe or lockbox.

Kramer believes many voters were weary of gun violence, 
and the shooting in Parkland and the subsequent calls for 
change left an impression on them. He recalled how local 
teenagers in his hometown of Mukilteo followed the footsteps 
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas students and put on their own 
student-led rally against gun violence last spring. “People were 
still very much aware of that and that informed their decision 
when casting their vote on the ballot in November,” he said. “The 
March for Our Lives movement made an impact in Washington 
state.”

It seems like nothing could diminish the resolve of the 
Parkland students who stood up and found themselves at the 
center of the gun control debate. “I think we moved the needle. 
Not enough, but we did,” Jaclyn Corin, one of the founding 
members of March for Our Lives and a senior at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas, told CNN’s Dianne Gallagher of the initial 
rush of activism that came out of the Parkland shooting. But 
there’s always more room to make change, she said. And so, 
the students who put on the March for Our Lives focused their 
energy on encouraging young people to vote for candidates 
whose policies aligned with theirs. They toured the country, 
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meeting and talking with local activists to build a decentralized 
coalition to tackle gun violence in their communities.

“We are actively creating a grassroots army of young people 
that are focused not only on Congress, but on their state 
legislatures, on their city councils and school boards because 
that’s where the real work gets done,” Corin said. “And that’s 
where people need to be putting focus on because, sure, things 
are going to change on a federal level,” she added, “but only if 
you make noise in your communities.”

CNN’s Fredreka Schouten, Dianne Gallagher, and Meridith 
Edwards contributed to this report
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Lesson 3 March 15, 2020

 6 Shall not everyone taunt 
such people and, with mocking rid-
dles, say about them, “Alas for you 
who heap up what is not your own!” 
How long will you load yourselves 
with goods taken in pledge?
 7 Will not your own creditors 
suddenly rise, and those who make 
you tremble wake up? Then you 
will be booty for them.
 8 Because you have plun-
dered many nations, all that survive 
of the peoples shall plunder you—
because of human bloodshed, and 
violence to the earth, to cities and 
all who live in them.
 9 “Alas for you who get evil 
gain for your house, setting your 
nest on high to be safe from the 
reach of harm!”

 10 You have devised shame 
for your house by cutting off many 
peoples;  you have forfeited your 
life.
 11 The very stones will cry 
out from the wall, and the plaster 
will respond from the woodwork.
 12 “Alas for you who build 
a town by bloodshed, and found a 
city on iniquity!”
 13 Is it not from the Lord of 
hosts that peoples labor only to 
feed the flames, and nations weary 
themselves for nothing?
 14 But the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.

Consequences for Injustice
Lesson Scripture: Habakkuk 2
Focus Scripture: Habakkuk 2:6-14

Key Verses: The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Habakkuk 2:14

Habakkuk 2:6-14 (NRSV)
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VOCABULARY
•	 Creditor – A person or company to whom you owe money.
•	 Booty – Valuable goods stolen or seized in war.
•	 Plunder – Goods stolen for someone’s own purpose; to take 

things with force.

INTRODUCTION

Every time we came to school, it seemed like Beth had 
something new. She was always put together! Her 
wardrobe was spectacular; and her shoe-game was on 

point. She had the latest technology, the MacBook Pro, iPhone, 
iPad, the iWatch, every sort of “i-ness” you could imagine. When 
the latest version came out, you could be sure Beth was going 
to have it. She also got accepted to an Ivy League college with 
a full scholarship and was ecstatic about it, telling everyone who 
would listen. For her sixteenth birthday, Beth’s parents got her 
a car; and, for graduation, she was promised a cruise to South 
America. Beth was definitely blessed by everyone’s standards.  

Then it happened, and it was all over the news. Beth’s 
father was involved in one of the largest healthcare frauds 
in U.S. history, involving more than $2 billion in false billings. 
The charges included illegally prescribing opioids, defrauding 
Medicare and Medicaid. This went on for years as the nation 
suffered many tragedies due to the opioid crisis. Many people 
died, others became addicted, and yet because of the price and 
stiffer regulations on the drug, many who legitimately needed 
opioids couldn’t afford it. When Beth and her schoolmates found 
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out and learned more about the way her parents went about 
making their money, they were shocked. Some lashed out at 
Beth; but others just felt sorry for her and her family.

Activity #1: Say What!?! Discuss how this story makes you 
feel. What questions would you have for Beth? How would you 
help her deal with what is happening to her family?

THE BIBLE STORY

When Habakkuk in the last chapter questioned God 
about all the evil and injustice in the world that 
was really unfair, God listened and, in this chapter, 

responded. God assured Habakkuk that even though it seems 
that the wicked (Babylonians) will triumph, they will be judged 
and the righteous will prevail. Their judgment will not come as 
quickly as we think it should, but it will come. Rest assured.  

The Babylonians thought they were getting away with their 
evil acts and behavior, and became arrogant, trusting that they 
would not get caught. It gave them a false sense of security 
and therefore put their lives in jeopardy. However, God is very 
specific about what will happen to them.

The scripture points out five “woes” that list the punishable 
crimes and three warnings for which the oppressor will be 
punished. 
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The Woes
1. Piling up stolen goods
2. Building wealth by 

extortion
3. Plundering nation after 

nation
4. Destroying lands and cities
5. Murder and Massacres

The Warnings 
1. What you’ve done to 

others will be done to you
2. Nothing good will come 

out of it
3. Ruining others will ruin you

In the end there is good news and rejoicing because the entire 
earth will be filled with the knowledge and glory of God.

Look at the list of Woes and Warnings above. Where do we 
see these things happening today? What would you say if you 
were to judge over these situations? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

LIFE APPLICATION

What do you think? Is the world more corrupt now than 
ever in history, or is it that we know more with direct 
access to real time incidences around the world 24 

hours a day, seven days a week? The pages of this scripture 
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sound like they were ripped off from an episode of “Happening 
Right Now.” If we look through our history books, check our social 
media pages, or even listen to the news reports, we see exactly 
what Habakkuk is distressed about. The world is so corrupted 
that it is hard to see the difference between then and now. We 
are thousands of years removed from the time of the writing of 
Habakkuk, but we are living with the same frustrations. 

Our immediate situations may not be as big or severe as the 
ones in scripture involving entire nations, but there are smaller 
(or what seem to be smaller) real occurrences in our local 
communities. We can recall people who have a lot of fame and 
fortune, just like we can name people who struggle from day 
to day. We may never know how people arrive with what they 
have, because we do not know their backstory, but God does. 
Our job is to trust God because our faith and righteousness will 
be sustained during hard times when we do. 

SUMMARY

Life is hard and sometimes unfair. It appears the people 
who do the most wrong gain the most, while those who 
work hard to do the right thing and do things the right way 

have to do twice as much for half the gain. However, we know 
that ill-gotten gain will go away and the people that hurt you on 
the way up, are the same people who will/may need you WHEN 
they fall. Sometimes it seems that the wicked always prevail, 
they always get the upper hand, but God is very clear about 
this, those that do evil will be punished and they will lose in the 
end. Even though it doesn’t seem like it or we may not see it 
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happening…it is happening or is going to happen. 

Activity #2: It’s Not Fair. Take turns discussing how you feel 
when you see those who do wrong prospering.

Our job is to hold on to our faith and the confidence we have 
that God is trustworthy. God is the Lord of our lives, and will take 
care of those who love and reverence him. God is also a fair and 
just God and will deal with those who fail to acknowledge him as 
Lord. Our faith in God’s sovereignty will sustain us during hard 
times and encourage us when we are challenged. God really is 
for us, and no matter how our lives look compared to others, we 
are blessed.

Activity #3: Count Your Blessings. On a sheet of paper, write 
down the blessings in your life. After writing them down, count 
them. You are more blessed than you think.

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

With soft music (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SLKeOAo 2sX0: “I See the Lord”) playing 
in the background…Take a deep breath, hold it, 

and then let it out slowly. Close your eyes and think on God’s 
goodness and provision for all of us in the time of injustice and 
turmoil. Take another deep breath in; hold it then let it out slowly. 
Close your eyes and think of God’s grace and mercy towards 
you. Take another deep breath in; let it out slowly. 

Say, “God, nothing takes you by surprise. You are fully aware 
of what is going on around us. You see things that we cannot, 
you know things that we do not. We trust you, God, to keep 
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us, to protect us, to love us; and we acknowledge you as the 
head of our lives and know that injustice will not prevail. So, we 
breathe you in, and the cares of the world out. Amen.”
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Micah 3:1-3, 9-12; 6:6-8 (NRSV)

Micah 3:1-3
 1 And I said: Listen, you 
heads of Jacob and rulers of the 
house of Israel! Should you not 
know justice?—
 2 you who hate the good and 
love the evil, who tear the skin off 
my people, and the flesh off their 
bones;
 3 who eat the flesh of my peo-
ple, flay their skin off them, break 
their bones in pieces, and chop them 
up like meat in a kettle, like flesh in 
a caldron.

9-12
 9 Hear this, you rulers of the 
house of Jacob and chiefs of the 
house of Israel, who abhor justice 
and pervert all equity,
 10 who build Zion with blood 
and Jerusalem with wrong!
 11 Its rulers give judgment for 
a bribe, its priests teach for a price, 
its prophets give oracles for money; 
yet they lean upon the Lord and 

say, “Surely the Lord is with us! No 
harm shall come upon us.”
 12 Therefore because of you 
Zion shall be plowed as a field; Je-
rusalem shall become a heap of ru-
ins, and the mountain of the house a 
wooded height.

6:6-8
 6 “With what shall I come be-
fore the Lord, and bow myself be-
fore God on high? Shall I come be-
fore him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old?
 7 Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 
give my firstborn for my transgres-
sion, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?”
 8 He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?

Lesson 4 March 22, 2020

Corrupt Leaders
Lesson Scripture: Micah 3–6
Focus Scripture: Micah 3:1-3, 9-12: 6:6-8

Key Verse: What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8
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VOCABULARY
•	 Abhor – Regard with disgust and hatred.

INTRODUCTION

In Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail, he 
says, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
What does that really mean for us? It means that we are all 

connected. We are all linked to the people who are affected 
by the injustices in the world. For instance, migrant families 
from South America fleeing injustice, violence, criminal gangs, 
instability, poverty, and economic hardship in their own country 
find that it is even worse once they get to the U.S. border. Once 
they arrive to the U.S. to seek protection from the horrors at 
home, they are faced with another set of horrors at the border. 
These migrants found that the American government, in an 
effort to “protect the country,” only made the situation worse, 
by exploiting the migrant’s pain and holding them in detention 
camps, separating them from their children and drastically 
cutting the number of petitions for protection granted in the U.S.  

Images of children in makeshift jails being torn from their 
parents have horrified American citizens and others around the 
world. Even though they did not cause the injustice, they are still 
affected by it. This is how injustice links us together. This is why 
we are to stand up against it. There are many more situations in 
our communities and throughout the world that indirectly affect 
us. That is why God requires us to do justice and love kindness.

Activity #1: Think Right! In groups, brainstorm and develop a 
list of current injustices that are happening in the world. Write 
them on a sheet of large post-it paper. Come together and share 
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your list, combining them together to make one big list.

THE BIBLE STORY

Micah goes in on the religious leaders, telling them that 
they, who are responsible for teaching the people right 
from wrong, know the laws and yet choose not to obey 

them, and therefore have become the worst sinners. Micah 
calls them out because they are taking advantage of the very 
people they are supposed to serve. These leaders don’t have 
any compassion. Instead, they lead the people astray and treat 
them terribly to satisfy their own selfish needs. These leaders 
exploit the people by accepting bribes to high tithers who want to 
control the church. They remain silent when people are treated 
badly, when they really should speak up in order not to lose 
money or members in their churches. The church leaders were 
very corrupt, yet depended on God to be with them.

In the midst of all of this they still wanted to please God, 
so God informed the corrupt leaders of God’s requirements of 
justice for all. There are only three requirements: love, kindness, 
and the desire to walk humbly before God. Leaders and rulers 
are told that demonstrating injustice yet saying that God is with 
them will lead to destruction.

LIFE APPLICATION

Have you ever wanted to get involved with a cause of 
injustice but didn’t because of the time and effort that 
it would take, or even the financial commitment that it 

would require? What if it would take you out of your comfort 
zone? Often, when something happens that demands justice, 
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it’s not at a convenient time and it may require you to get out of 
your comfort zone. 

When Martin Luther King, Jr. pronounced a boycott on the 
Montgomery, Alabama bus system on December 20, 1955, it 
meant everyone involved had to find other means to get to where 
they were going. That meant that some had to get up earlier: 
carpool, take cheaper taxis, ride bicycles, and sometimes walk 
the distance to work and back. It meant that people had to work 
together to take care of everyday needs. It meant that folks had 
to speak up to get others involved who might have had excuses. 
Take note of the date–it was in December–one of the coldest 
months of the year. This was truly a sacrifice. The Montgomery 
Bus Boycott lasted 381 days, more than a year, and as a result 
the Supreme Court ruled in their favor.

This took planning, patience, and perseverance for more 
than a year to make this happen. Most of all, the people had to 
lean on God and walk by faith to endure. As a result, the bus 
boycott went to the Supreme Court and was ruled in their favor. 

Activity #2: Plan Right! From the list created in Activity #1, 
develop a plan to be used to bring about an activity for justice 
in your community. Think about the time, place, resources, 
advertising, and support you will need to make it happen. From 
the list of spiritual attributes provided, which ones will you need 
to make sure you have mastered to make justice happen, and 
why?
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SUMMARY

We have to be very intentional in the ways we try to 
please God, even when we are working on behalf 
of others who are being marginalized or unjustly 

affected by situations that are beyond their control. Micah has 
shown us that it is really simple. God’s requirements are clear: 
to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God. In 
our efforts to please God, we must be careful to examine these 
areas on a regular basis. We want to make sure that what we 
intend to do for others is not done out of selfish gain, and to 
honor God at the same time.

Activity #3: Do Right! With activities one and two complete, 
develop a “how to” list for future reference that will enable you 
to be examples of what justice really looks like.

CLOSING DEVOTION
Play YouTube video (https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=M5_7LEWnGaQ) “I Need You to Survive” by 
Hezekiah Walker. Have everyone face a partner or two and 

sing along to each other these words.

Faith
Compassion
Discernment
Empathy

Generosity
Humility
Kindness
Love

Endurance
Reverence
Patience
Self-Control
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“I Need You to Survive”
By Hezekiah Walker

 
I need you, you need me. 

We’re all a part of God’s body. 
Stand with me, agree with me. 
We’re all a part of God’s body. 

It is his will, that every need be supplied. 
You are important to me, I need you to survive. 
You are important to me, I need you to survive. 

I pray for you, you pray for me. 
I love you, I need you to survive. 

I won’t harm you with words from my mouth. 
I love you, I need you to survive. 

It is his will, that every need be supplied. 
You are important to me, I need you to survive.
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Leading Justly
Lesson Scripture: Malachi 2–3
Focus Scripture: Malachi 2:1-9; 3:5-6

Key Verse: For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people 
should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord 

of hosts. Malachi 2:7

Lesson 5 March 29, 2020

Malachi 2:1-9
 1 And now, O priests, this 
command is for you.
 2 If you will not listen, if 
you will not lay it to heart to give 
glory to my name, says the Lord of 
hosts, then I will send the curse on 
you and I will curse your blessings; 
indeed I have already cursed them, 
because you do not lay it to heart.
 3 I will rebuke your offspring, 
and spread dung on your faces, the 
dung of your offerings, and I will 
put you out of my presence.
 4 Know, then, that I have sent 
this command to you, that my cov-
enant with Levi may hold, says the 
Lord of hosts.
 5 My covenant with him was 
a covenant of life and well-being, 
which I gave him; this called for 
reverence, and he revered me and 
stood in awe of my name.
 6 True instruction was in his 
mouth, and no wrong was found 
on his lips. He walked with me in 

integrity and uprightness, and he 
turned many from iniquity.
 7 For the lips of a priest 
should guard knowledge, and peo-
ple should seek instruction from his 
mouth, for he is the messenger of 
the Lord of hosts.
 8 But you have turned aside 
from the way; you have caused 
many to stumble by your instruc-
tion; you have corrupted the cove-
nant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts,
 9 and so I make you despised 
and abased before all the people, 
inasmuch as you have not kept my 
ways but have shown partiality in 
your instruction.

3:5-6
 5 Then I will draw near to 
you for judgment; I will be swift to 
bear witness against the sorcerers, 
against the adulterers, against those 
who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired workers in 
their wages, the widow and the or-
phan, against those who thrust aside 

Malachi 2:1-9; 3:5-6 (NRSV)



32

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

VOCABULARY
•	 Rebuke – Sharp disapproval of someone because of their 

actions.
•	 Abase – Behavior that belittles someone else.
•	 Reverence – Deep respect.
•	 Integrity – Having strong moral character and principles.
•	 Iniquity – Immoral behavior.

INTRODUCTION

Tim and James decided that they were going to be 
successful in their endeavor, and by all measures, they 
were on their way to the top. They had a great vision, and 

a great work ethic. However, success for them meant more than 
having money. They wanted to give back to their community 
and wanted a strong relationship with God. When they had the 
opportunity to sit with a group of youth, they shared the secret 
of their success. The first thing they mentioned was that they 
sought out and found a mentor who was really interested in 
them and their success. Tim and James thought that the most 
important aspect of their mentoring relationship was the fact 
that their mentor had a solid relationship with God. With a godly 
mentor, they would be able to stay on track with their purpose 
and spiritual goals.

Tim shared with the group that he was not perfect, but strived 

the alien, and do not fear me, says 
the Lord of hosts.
 6 For I the Lord do not 

change; therefore you, O children 
of Jacob, have not perished. 



33

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

every day to do the right thing by God. Some days are better 
than others. James quickly chimed in stating that it was really 
nice to know that his mentor was transparent enough with them 
to know that everyone makes mistakes. There have been times 
when Craig (their mentor) spoke to them candidly about having 
struggled in the same areas they did, when he was younger. 
The great thing was that they never felt judged when they 
spoke, but received critical advice to help them. It was clear to 
see from their relationship that they had every aspect covered. 
Craig helped them to remain accountable to each other and 
stay grounded, focused, and true to their God-given purpose.

These relationships are important when you’re working on a 
kingdom purpose. The struggle is real, and you need to know 
that leaders around you will not cast judgment, be unfair, but 
can counsel you in the sincerest way.

Activity #1: You Don’t Say… Have students share about 
positive experiences they had with mentors who took an interest 
in them. Now, share about a leader who was the complete 
opposite. What do you think the two leaders could learn from 
each other? 

THE BIBLE STORY

Malachi voices an argument between God and the 
people. The people of Judah had returned from exile 
about one hundred years earlier, but were committing 

the same sins that sent them into exile in the first place! Malachi 
accuses the priests of being disrespectful and then relays to 
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them the threat made by God (2:1-9). God says that he will 
curse their blessings, and will rebuke the offspring of the priest. 
Then, God compares God’s relationship with Judah to that of 
Levi, an example of reverence and awe. 

This would have reminded the priests of the fate of Aaron’s 
sons, Nadab and Abihu, who were unfaithful priests as well. God 
will bring swift judgment to anyone who ignores God’s covenant 
and those who oppress vulnerable people. When religious 
leaders fail to honor God, are irreverent in their practices, and 
are being disrespectful, God equates that with rejecting God as 
father and master of the nation.

Through it all, God’s unchanging nature provides a 
foundation for the faith and hope of those who believe. God 
does not change. God remains faithful even when we do not.

Activity #2: Lord, Have Mercy! Malachi points out a list of ways 
that we share similar attitudes with disrespectful priests in this 
passage. In groups, select an attitude below and discuss the 
similarities, giving examples of each. Come together and share.

• Do not listen
•	 Do not glorify God’s name
•	 Do not reverence God
•	 Do not walk with God in 

integrity and uprightness

•	 Cause others to fall by the 
instruction you give

•	 Show partiality in your 
instruction
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LIFE APPLICATION

God warned the priests that if they did not honor God, 
they would be punished. That is the same expectation 
that God has for us. We should worship God. We should 

give God honor because God is perfect and worthy of it, and 
because God is the one creator of the universe. God loves us 
unconditionally. 

•	 Why do you worship God?

•	 Do you love unconditionally?

The priests didn’t take God seriously enough even when they 
were reminded by God through God’s word. Everything that we 
are mandated to do is in the word of God, but we must read it to 
discover its meaning. The instructions are hidden in plain sight.

•	 Reading God’s word gives us specific 
instructions; do you read God’s word?

We must love God with all of our mind, with all of our heart, 
and with all of our strength (Deut. 6). Then, align ourselves to do 
what God’s word says. When we do that, the word becomes the 
light that guides our daily activities. When we neglect our time 
with God, we forget how important it is to do what God says, 
making it easy for us to follow our own agendas instead of God’s. 
The priests (God’s messengers) stopped spending the necessary 
time with God to be able to follow God’s lead and know God’s will. 
This caused a great lack in knowledge which resulted in leading 
people astray. 
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It is so important as leaders to understand that we cannot 
teach what we don’t know, and we cannot lead where we don’t 
go. Pastors and other leaders of God’s people MUST know 
God’s word – what it says, what it means, how it applies to daily 
life – to be able to lead God’s people effectively. We cannot 
claim to know God’s word and not read it. We cannot claim 
to be God’s people if we don’t know God. This is completely 
unacceptable and inexcusable.

•	 Do you know God?

SUMMARY

Many of us are not designated church leaders, or 
designated youth leaders, but this still applies to 
all of us. In the 21st century, we must be careful not 

to be led astray. The sure way of doing that is to establish a 
regimen of God-time. God-time allows us the opportunity to get 
to know God on a personal level. It includes finding time (even 
30 minutes) in your day and dedicating it just to learn more of 
and hear from God. It will be the best moments of your day. 
During God-time, you can clear your mind from the busyness of 
school, extracurricular activities, and home life. It’s time to speak 
to God, and listen to God speaking to you. Most importantly, you 
get to know God for yourself.

To establish God-time you will need: a Bible, journal (a 
notebook or paper), pen, highlighter, and dictionary. Find a 
place in your room or somewhere in your home that you will 
dedicate for your time with God. It can be a corner with pillows, 
your bed (just don’t fall asleep!), or a table and chair. Decide on 
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a specific time so that you can be consistent. Now that you have 
your time, place, and materials, this is what you do:

1. Pray: Ask God to settle your mind and speak.

2. Unplug: Try to “unplug” or clear your mind from the world 
and focus on God.

3. Read: Spend time reading the Bible (experiment with 
different versions so that it will be easy to understand, 
e.g. the Common English Version, The Message Bible). 
Many of these versions are available on the Bible App 
on your smartphone. You can also ask your pastor for a 
recommendation.

4. Take note: You may want to underline or highlight a verse 
that really speaks to you.

5. Investigate: Look up words you don’t know, read reference 
scriptures and the notes in your Bible to help you understand 
what you’re reading. Make a note of your questions and ask 
your pastor or youth leader for help.

6. Meditate: Spend a few moments to let your reading sink in. 
Think about what God is saying to you.

7. Journal: Write what God says to you, and what you said to 
God.

Establishing God-time will help you grow to know God 
personally. Once you get to know God, it will change your world. 
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CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Listen to the song, “Do You Know Jesus?” by Hezekiah Walker 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgh5DcENWq0). On 
the index cards, write your answer(s) to the question from 

the song.

Prayer: God, I want to get to know you better. Help me to be 
intentional about our relationship. I really do love you, because 
you loved me first. Thank you for your word and your grace. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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God’s Just Servant

Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 42  
Focus Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9

Key Verse: Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to 

the nations. Isaiah 42:1

Lesson 6 April 5, 2020 – Palm Sunday

Isaiah 42:1-9 (NRSV)
 1 Here is my servant, whom 
I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth jus-
tice to the nations.
 2 He will not cry or lift up 
his voice, or make it heard in the 
street;
 3 a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a dimly burning wick 
he will not quench; he will faith-
fully bring forth justice.
 4 He will not grow faint 
or be crushed until he has estab-
lished justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his teaching.
 5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread 
out the earth and what comes 

from it, who gives breath to the 
people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it:
 6 I am the Lord, I have 
called you in righteousness, I 
have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to 
the nations,
 7 to open the eyes that are 
blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, from the pris-
on those who sit in darkness.
 8 I am the Lord, that is my 
name; my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to idols.
 9 See, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things 
I now declare; before they spring 
forth, I tell you of them.
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VOCABULARY
•	 Abhor – Regard with disgust and hatred.

•	 Messiah – The promised deliverer.

INTRODUCTION

Moni was just back from her youth group’s mission trip, 
and was still basking in the wonderful time she had. 
She was so inspired by the opportunity to spend an 

entire week helping those in need. When she was there, she 
spent her time teaching Bible lessons to little children and at a 
senior center listening to residents’ stories. When Moni came 
back, she looked for things to do to maintain the feeling of being 
in God’s presence. Moni began going to nursing homes and 
reading with the seniors during the week, and on the weekends 
she spent time at the local library teaching kids how to read.

There was another mission trip next year, and Moni really 
wanted to go. She asked her parents to help her with the money 
for the deposit, and she set out to find a job that would help her to 
pay the remainder. Moni really wanted to work in a place where 
she could do some of the things that she had come to love. As 
she searched the job boards, she targeted job descriptions that 
outlined the tasks that she knew she had experience with from 
her volunteer work. 

After several weeks of looking and applying, Moni finally got 
a job doing just what she loved! She began working with children 
in a daycare. It paid more than she expected, so she was able 
to save all she needed for the next mission trip. Moni was really 
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excited about having an opportunity to make a difference, to 
help, to take a stand for God by the way she lived.

Activity #1: Be the Change. There are many opportunities 
to help people in our neighborhoods. Make a list of injustices 
in your community. What could your youth group do to help in 
these situations? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

THE BIBLE STORY

This Isaiah text is a foretelling of Jesus’ coming and Jesus’ 
mission. He will come to set everything right, and will be 
servant of the world. Jesus’ “job description” is one that 

describes the word “servant.” Jesus’ entire life will be dedicated 
to serving, and working for justice on behalf of those in need. 
Jesus will serve the world with gentleness and meekness (not 
war and violence), be the Messiah, and be known throughout 
the world.

Jesus will be an encourager, stand for justice and truth, and 
will not tire because God’s very spirit will strengthen him. God 
will establish God’s new covenant through Jesus, calling Jesus 
whose purpose will include being a covenant keeper, an eye 
opener, a captive saver. Old things will pass away and become 
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new when justice prevails.

Activity #2: Make It Plain! From the Bible story above, what is 
the role that Jesus will play as liberator of the people?

LIFE APPLICATION

God’s promise of justice is through Jesus, the coming 
Messiah. Jesus will be the light and the liberator of the 
world. The good news is that we have descriptions of 

the character of God’s plan and Jesus’ mission. We now have 
a clear picture of what God calls us to be like. Do you have 
some of the characteristics of Jesus in you? Do you have a 
mind to serve like the Messiah will? Our job may not include 
going all the way to the cross in order for people to understand 
the seriousness of God’s new covenant. All we need do is trust 
by faith that modeling Jesus’ character will take us where we 
need to go, and consistent.

It is important for us to hear ahead of time about the coming 
Messiah and all that he will do for us. It gives us hope. Hope 
is what guarantees us a future in Christ. It also sets us up for 
trusting the Messiah. The Messiah will be the liberator of us all!

Activity #3: The Job Description. Unscramble each of the 
clue words. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to the other 
cells with the same number.
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SUMMARY

There is a certain excitement when we journey through 
the Bible and read about all the trials people endured in 
the Old Testament. There were sacrifices after sacrifices. 

There were people following God’s laws and then not. We know, 
to say the least, that it is challenging to follow all the rules. 
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However, that was the old covenant. The priest had to always 
cover the sins of the people. But, what if a sin went unattended? 
Many curses and blessings are a part of the Old Testament. 
However, the promise of God is for a New Covenant where we 
don’t have to go to someone else to beg for forgiveness on our 
behalf. Jesus Christ is the authentic Messiah! Unique in his 
commitment and compassion, Jesus will not give up, give in, 
back down or be discouraged. He will establish justice on earth. 
Because the Messiah will be a true champion for JUSTICE!

Activity #4: Old School vs. New School! Discuss the details of 
the New Covenant. How does it compare to the Old Covenant? 
And, which covenant would you prefer? 

CLOSING PALM SUNDAY DEVOTION

Leader: What a strange paradox; the king is coming, the people 
rejoice, singing “Hosanna in the highest!” yet fail to understand 
that the king they welcome is the Servant King, the king who 
washes his disciples’ feet, the king who came not with an army 
but a weapon so powerful that not even death could resist the 
sacrificial love of God, laid out upon a cross.

Students: Lord God, as we sing our “Hosannas” today, may 
we remember also that which you were riding toward; suffering 
and rejection, pain and humiliation, the cruel cross. Let us look 
forward to the joy of Easter day when you rose from death to 
reign forever.

Leader and Students: Help us, as we daily lay our lives before 
you, to live the resurrection life which acknowledges Jesus as 
lord and king over our lives. Amen.
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1 Corinthians 15:1-8
 1 Now I would remind you, 
brothers and sisters, of the good 
news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in 
which also you stand,
 2 through which also you are 
being saved, if you hold firmly to 
the message that I proclaimed to 
you—unless you have come to be-
lieve in vain.
 3 For I handed on to you as of 
first importance what I in turn had 
received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scrip-
tures,
 4 and that he was buried, and 
that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the scriptures,
 5 and that he appeared to Ce-
phas, then to the twelve.
 6 Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers and sis-
ters at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have died.

 7 Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles.
 8 Last of all, as to one un-
timely born, he appeared also to 
me.

12-14
 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed 
as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say there is no resur-
rection of the dead?
 13 If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised;
 14 and if Christ has not been 
raised, then our proclamation has 
been in vain and your faith has been 
in vain. 

20-23
 20 But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have died.
 21 For since death came 
through a human being, the resur-
rection of the dead has also come 
through a human being;

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-14, 20-23, 42-45 (NRSV)

Lesson 7 April 12, 2020 – Easter

Resurrection Hope

Lesson Scripture: : Mark 16; 1 Corinthians 15
Focus Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-14, 20-23, 42-45

Key Verse: But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” 

Mark 16:6
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VOCABULARY
•	 Resurrection – Raised from the dead.

•	 Subjection – The act of controlling someone or something.

•	 Perishable – Something that is likely to decay.

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever had a pet that died? What about a family 
member or a friend? When Jenn was 9 years old, her 
family took a trip to the mountains for a long weekend 

of camping and fun. Jenn was so excited because for the first 
time, her parents allowed her to take the family dog, Gruff. It was 
a great weekend. After an afternoon of fishing and canoeing, 
Jenn’s dad showed her how to make s’mores over a campfire. “It 
was the best trip ever,” she wrote in her journal. The mountains 
were beautiful and the s’mores around the campfire tasted 
especially good on this trip.

On their way home, Jenn’s family sang along with the radio 
as they listened to nineties music. Michael Jackson was her 

 22 for as all die in Adam, so all 
will be made alive in Christ.
 23 But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, then at his 
coming those who belong to Christ.

42-45
 42 So it is with the resurrection 
of the dead. What is sown is perish-
able, what is raised is imperishable.
 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is 

raised in glory. It is sown in weak-
ness, it is raised in power.
 44 It is sown a physical body, 
it is raised a spiritual body. If there 
is a physical body, there is also a 
spiritual body.
 45 Thus it is written, “The first 
man, Adam, became a living be-
ing”; the last Adam became a life-
giving spirit. 



47

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

favorite artist, so Jenn was able to sing all his songs when 
they played. Several hours into their drive home, the family 
was involved in a terrible car accident. In an instant, Jenn’s life 
changed forever.

Five years later, Jenn was talking to a dear friend who had 
just lost one of her cousins. As they talked, Jenn remembered 
the day her parents and Gruff died. Even though she was 
extremely sad, Jenn was able to encourage her friend. Jenn’s 
faith in God gave her strength to overcome her grief and to walk 
with her friend as she grieved.

Activity #1: How Do You Feel? Discuss a time when you dealt 
with loss. What do you think about life after death? What do you 
believe about resurrection?

THE BIBLE STORY

Paul reminds us (the church) that the good news of the 
resurrection is the foundation of our faith. Yes, Jesus 
died, was buried, and raised from the grave to give 

us a second chance (vs. 3-4). Mark’s account of the Lord’s 
Supper details the final moments Jesus spent with his disciples 
in fellowship. It’s at this final meal that Jesus initiated the shift 
in covenants by revealing the upcoming events of his betrayal 
and crucifixion. Jesus exposed a traitor among them, and 
instituted the Sacrament of Communion which symbolizes the 
final atonement for sin, all before ending their time in song and 
prayer (Mark 14:22-24).

Activity #2: Grateful! As you listen to the music, write a letter 
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to Jesus expressing thanks for Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Detail ways you show your commitment to the new covenant 
that Jesus made possible for you.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yE0W-kQyz6A “Grateful” 
by Hezekiah Walker

LIFE APPLICATION

After Jesus and the disciples had their last supper, 
everything for Jesus’ last hours on earth was set into 
motion. The timeframe for this is just a few days. Within 

that time, the old covenant will be fulfilled, and the new covenant 
will begin. Everything that Jesus taught, preached, modeled, 
rebuked, and healed will soon be part of the instruction manual 
for life. Whenever we need to know how Jesus responded to 
a particular situation, all we have to do is read, pray, and let 
the Holy Spirit guide us. This wonderful news is only available 
through the new covenant. The old covenant would require 
much more. We give thanks for the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus that makes life easier than it would have been if we 
were still under the old law.

This new covenant is superior to the covenant God made 
through Moses at Sinai. The old covenant, which informed God’s 
people of the moral law, convicted them of sin, and established 
the pattern of sacrifice, priesthood, and promise of salvation, 
could not bring people to perfection. However, through Jesus 
Christ, we receive everlasting life if we choose to follow him. 
Jesus’ justifying (just-as-if we didn’t do it) grace gives us life 
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and grants us freedom from sin. We should be grateful that we 
have grace and mercy that forgives and reconciles. We should 
praise God aloud because of what God has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do for us and in our lives, all because of Jesus 
and his new covenant!

Activity #3: What’s Better, the Old or the New? What is from 
the old covenant, and what is from the new? Put the letter ‘A’ in 
the blank if it is Old Testament Law or ‘B’ if it is New Testament 
Law. 

1. Came by Moses: ___

2. Gives life: ____

3. Ended by Jesus: ___

4. Made us slaves: ___

5. Still in force: ___

6. Established by Jesus: ___

7. Leaves us imperfect: ___

8. Exposes sin: ___

9. Gives life: ___

10. Covers sin: ___

11. Makes us live by work: ___

12. For the Israelites: ___

13. Makes us live by faith: ___

14. Was fulfilled: ___

15. Demands work: ___

16. Demands obedience: ___

17. Is for everyone: ___

18. Needs an offering for sin: 
___

SUMMARY

Starting over is both challenging and refreshing. Just as 
we have the opportunity to start anew in Christ, it can be 
scary and exciting rolled together. Jesus’ atoning sacrifice 
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allows us to lean into our faith with confidence that we will be 
reconciled to God by our confession of faith, and the repentance 
of our sins. It’s not like looking for forgiveness from a friend or 
family member, where their human condition can dictate when 
or if forgiveness will be granted. It’s a guarantee that no matter 
what we have done, said, or thought, all will be forgiven by 
God. Now, when we participate in communion, this new-found 
grace reinforces the gravity of the sacrament. It’s personal and 
communal, a reflection on what Jesus was trying to get across 
to his disciples at Jesus’ last supper. 

Our new lives should take on Christ-like characteristics. 
When we study the life of Christ we have the opportunity to 
reflect that life onto others. It doesn’t always mean that we have 
to coerce our friends and loved ones to do what God wants us 
to do, we model it. Our lives become a living testimony of God’s 
grace and mercy towards us. Does that mean that we will never 
turn from this new path? Absolutely not! Our new way of living 
will have its challenges, and we will be tempted, but all we have 
to do is hang on in there.

Activity #4: It Isn’t Easy! Make a list of things that might cause 
you to fall short, miss the mark, or outright sin. Listen to this 
song and realize you are not alone. 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IZAVUin01U) “Hang On” 
by Kierra Sheard

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________



51

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

CLOSING DEVOTION
Read this poem in unison:

Heavenly Father, I am your humble servant, 
I come before you today in need of hope. 

There are times when I felt helpless, 
There are times when I feel weak. 

I pray for hope. 
I need hope for a better future. 

I need hope for a better life. 
I need hope for love and kindness.

Some say that the sky is at [its] 
darkest just before the light. 

I pray that this is true, for all seems dark. 
I need your light, Lord, in every way.
I pray to be filled with your light from 

head to toe. To bask in your glory. 
To know that all is right in the world, 

as you have planned, and as you want 
it to be.

Help me to walk in your light and live 
my life in faith and glory.

In your name I pray, Amen.1

1  https://www.praywithme.com/prayer-for-hope.html
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Lesson 8 April 19, 2020

 1 So the king and Haman 
went in to feast with Queen Esther.
 2 On the second day, as 
they were drinking wine, the king 
again said to Esther, “What is your 
petition, Queen Esther? It shall 
be granted you. And what is your 
request? Even to the half of my 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.”
 3 Then Queen Esther 
answered, “If I have won your 
favor, O king, and if it pleases the 
king, let my life be given me—that 
is my petition—and the lives of my 
people—that is my request.
 4 For we have been sold, I 
and my people, to be destroyed, to 
be killed, and to be annihilated. If 
we had been sold merely as slaves, 
men and women, I would have 
held my peace; but no enemy can 
compensate for this damage to the 
king.”
 5 Then King Ahasuerus said 
to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and 
where is he, who has presumed to 

do this?”
 6 Esther said, “A foe and 
enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then 
Haman was terrified before the king 
and the queen.
 7 The king rose from the feast 
in wrath and went into the palace 
garden, but Haman stayed to beg 
his life from Queen Esther, for he 
saw that the king had determined to 
destroy him.
 8 When the king returned 
from the palace garden to the 
banquet hall, Haman had thrown 
himself on the couch where Esther 
was reclining; and the king said, 
“Will he even assault the queen in 
my presence, in my own house?” 
As the words left the mouth of the 
king, they covered Haman’s face.
 9 Then Harbona, one of the 
eunuchs in attendance on the king, 
said, “Look, the very gallows that 
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, 
whose word saved the king, stands 
at Haman’s house, fifty cubits 

Esther 7:1-10 (NRSV)

Injustice Will Be Punished

Lesson Scripture: Esther 3; 5; 7
Focus Scripture: Esther 7:1-10

Key Verse: Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won favor, O king, 
and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me – that is my petition – 

and the lives of my people – that is my request.” Esther 7:3
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high.” And the king said, “Hang 
him on that.”
 10 So they hanged Haman on 

the gallows that he had prepared 
for Mordecai. Then the anger of the 
king abated.

VOCABULARY
•	 Petition – A formal written request.

•	 Annihilated – Completely destroyed.

•	 Cubit – A form of measurement in the Bible, approx. 18”.

•	 Gallows – A structure used for hanging of criminals.

•	 Abate – Subside or lessen.

INTRODUCTION

We all have a distinct identity which sets us apart from 
each other. The U.S. is made up of a melting pot 
of different cultures and ethnicities. According to the 

2010 census, there are nine common ethnic groups and over 
310 different religions. Under the rights in the Declaration of 
Independence, every American has the right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. However, in the common culture there 
have been many injustices formed against many ethnic groups 
that have caused tension in Congress, in neighborhoods, in the 
church, in classrooms, and beyond. Different groups have been 
targeted in shootings, criminal enslavement (going to jail), racial 
profiling, housing disparities, and a myriad of other injustices. 
We see these “slight-of-hand” injustices across the board. 

Many people have their own biases – and preconceived 
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notions of how and where a person can live, serve, receive 
medical attention – and even who can be permitted to enter into 
the United States. If we examine our own family backgrounds, 
nearly every one of us has roots from other countries or religious 
backgrounds. I bet everyone in this class today has a different 
background! Being a part of an eclectic melting pot like this has 
its wonders and its woes. Our next best step is to be patient and 
make room for differences, as well as things that are familiar.

Activity #1: Let’s Get Together. There are many injustices 
happening against various ethnic groups today. Divide into 
groups and assign a different ethnic or religious sect to each 
group. On the large post-it paper, write different issues that 
groups experience today.

THE BIBLE STORY

In this passage of scripture, Haman, a close confidant of King 
Xerxes of Persia, took issue with Mordecai after he refused 
to kneel down or pay him any honor. This enraged Haman 

and resulted in a decision to have Mordecai killed. However, 
when Haman learned of Mordechai’s heritage (Mordecai was 
Jewish), he plotted to destroy all of the Jews by committing 
genocide.

The only saving grace for the Jews was that the Queen 
(Esther) was also Jewish, but she kept her identity hidden. In 
order to save her people from total annihilation, Queen Esther 
had others join her in preparing to see the king. Everyone fasted 
and prayed for three days before she went to see the king. 
Esther’s preparation was essential for dealing with Haman and 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY
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his threats against her people.

Esther realized the importance of having favor with the king 
in order to protect herself and her people; nevertheless, Esther’s 
petition to the king was accepted. As a result, the king listened 
to her and granted Esther’s petition. This angered Haman and 
he retaliated against her just as the king came back in. The 
king ordered Haman removed. The eunuch that removed him 
suggested that they use the gallows erected to hang Mordecai 
to hang Haman. We have to be careful not to set traps for others.

Activity #2: What Was Meant for Bad… Watch the 
YouTube clip from the link below (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kRampj_02a0)  “One Night with the King” (start at mark 
7:30). Discuss the clip in comparison to the actual scripture. 

LIFE APPLICATION

The most arrogant people are often those who must 
measure their self-worth by the power or influence they 
think they have over others. This was Haman’s issue. He 

worked hard to get to a position of influence, and then thought 
that his influence could be used to make things happen. There 
are a lot of people that suffer from this thinking – that their 
position can get them anything they want. That sort of thinking is 
egotistical and dangerous. Haman’s distain for the Jews fueled 
his plot to have them annihilated. His plan to hurt them, in the 
end, hurt him. One must be careful not to rule with hate.

Esther, on the other hand, used her influence in another 
manner. Esther hid her identity so that she would be accepted 
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in Persia. She changed her name and followed their customs 
to fit into her new role. However, it was favor and position that 
gained her access to the king to speak on behalf of the Jews. 
Esther patiently prepared to go unannounced before the king, 
her husband (which was a crime unless summoned). Before 
she went, Esther engaged all of the Jews in a season of prayer 
and fasting. Her preparation was key to her success. She had to 
expose her secret to save the people. God had a specific plan 
for Esther. She would be used to save God’s people from the 
injustices and oppression that were planned for them.  

Activity #3: I Know the Plans…. Jeremiah 29:11 states that 
God knows the plans God has for us, not to harm us, but to 
prosper us and plans to give us hope and a future. Discuss 
how God has used you to make a difference, and give hope to 
someone else.

SUMMARY

Godless behavior exists in the world and sometimes it 
may be applauded, rewarded, and even admired…but 
God sees the big picture. The ultimate outcome is for 

those who live righteously to have victory over the enemy. There 
are many social justice movements where God took ordinary 
people to do extraordinary things on behalf of the “bigger 
picture.” God used Rosa Parks for going against an entire city 
that oppressed colored bus riders. He used a grieving father, 
John Walsh, to work on behalf of missing and exploited children 
after the kidnapping and murder of his 6-year-old son. God used 
the mothers of youth who were killed by drunk drivers to start the 
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national movement, MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving).

From the littlest child activists to the oldest, God can use 
anyone to make a difference against injustice and inequality. 
How can God use you?

Activity #4: You Can Use Me. Play soft music (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=bSpsD97NmZg) “Use Me” by Ron 
Kenoly. Make a list of projects that you can get involved in that 
would positively impact your community. 

CLOSING DEVOTION

Close by reciting the “Serenity Prayer” together:

God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change;  

the courage to change the things I can;  
and the wisdom to know the difference.

Amen. 
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Isaiah 61:8-11; 62:2-4a (end with “Desolate”) (NRSV)

Isaiah 61:8-11
 8 For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I 
will faithfully give them their rec-
ompense, and I will make an ever-
lasting covenant with them.
 9 Their descendants shall 
be known among the nations, and 
their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowl-
edge that they are a people whom 
the Lord has blessed.
 10 I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my whole being shall exult 
in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe 
of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and 
as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels.

 11 For as the earth brings 
forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring 
up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring 
up before all the nations.

62:2-4a (end with “Desolate”)
 2 The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your 
glory; and you shall be called by 
a new name that the mouth of the 
Lord will give.
 3 You shall be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of the Lord, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of your 
God.
 4 You shall no more be 
termed Forsaken, and your land 
shall no more be termed Deso-
late;…

The Lord Loves Justice
Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 61:8–62:12
Focus Scripture: Isaiah 61:8-11; 62:2-4a [end with “Desolate”]

Key Verse: The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your 
glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord 

will give. Isaiah 62:2

Lesson 9          April 26, 2020
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VOCABULARY
•	 Recompense – To make amends for a loss.

•	 Vindicate – To clear someone from blame.

•	 Desolate – Bare, deserted place, void of people.

INTRODUCTION

We suffer for many reasons. Sometimes out of our own 
mistakes and sometimes out of others’, and at times 
because of injustice and inequality. When we make 

mistakes, we have to pay the price, take the punishment, clean 
up the mess, and ask for forgiveness. Also, when we mess up, 
those lessons are etched in our spirit to remind us not to mess 
up again. On the other hand, when we suffer because of others’ 
mistakes, because of injustice or inequality, it’s a completely 
different story. Not only do we get mad, but God gets angry. 
God’s people have suffered a great deal, and when something 
else happens, God calls foul; just like that. God has had enough!

Have you ever been in a position where you had to work 
harder, go further, pay more, endure more hardships at the 
hands of another person? When that happens, it’s not only 
frustrating, it is maddening! These things make us lose trust in 
that person or organization. What is really infuriating is when 
this happens and an opportunity to make things right opens up 
and nobody takes it. We must do better when it comes to caring 
for each other in this way.

Activity #1: Love and Hate… On two sheets of post-it paper, 
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students will list on one sheet the things they believe that God 
loves and hates. On the other sheet, things that students love 
and hate. Compare the two and discuss.

THE BIBLE STORY

God uses the prophet Isaiah to share with Jerusalem, 
that God will keep the promise of restoring the land 
of those who worship and keep God’s covenant. God 

loves dealing fairly. God hates injustice. God has kept God’s 
covenant that was made way back with our ancestors, and God 
hasn’t forgotten. God has total recall. 

So as God does, God separates Jerusalem from other 
nations, and they will be known throughout the land as the blessed 
children of God. This gift of salvation and righteousness can 
only come from God, as God continues to work on Jerusalem’s 
behalf until the nations observe righteousness, salvation, and 
glory. God also wants the people of Israel to know that they will 
never be called anything other than blessed children of God, 
and not to give up hope. God will put it out that other nations 
shall see that they were vindicated. God will make it known that 
Jerusalem will have a new name, no longer known as “forsaken” 
and the land called desolate, because God has renewed their 
covenant.

Activity #2: Starting All Over Again. God is renewing the 
covenant with Jerusalem. Define the word covenant, and 
discuss why God is renewing the covenant with God’s chosen 
people.
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LIFE APPLICATION

Life is filled with ups and downs, laughter, joy, crying, and 
deep sadness. Every day and every situation comes with 
a new set of challenges, and our feelings will determine 

how we respond to them. God, however, never changes. 
Injustice and inequality make God angry. In the United States 
we have experienced many injustices, and even though we may 
be tired, God tells us to hold on. God sees what we are dealing 
with and is not pleased, nor is God surprised.

We too will be vindicated in God’s timing, and when we are 
there we will be rejoicing because the old things have passed 
away. We will also get a name change. God will call us out of 
these troubles and call us “blessed.” Hold on, God is not through 
with us yet. As believers, we rejoice in the promises of God, and 
give God praise for all.

SUMMARY

God wants us to turn to God’s word for reassurance that 
God dearly loves and cherishes us. On earth we see 
this promise fulfilled in what Isaiah wrote at the end of 

the chapter. “We are called The Holy People, the redeemed of 
the Lord” for Jesus’ sake. We have the blessings of reconciliation 
with God and have been given a new name.

CLOSING DEVOTION

Prayer: God, you are full of grace and complete 
forgiveness. Help us to walk forward from this day. 
Thank you that right now we can enter into a new dawn, 
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a fresh start, a new freedom. You turn the pages of our lives 
and wash each day clean. Help us to feel that we can learn from 
the past and move on. Thank you that we can write a new story 
on a fresh page. With you we find vision and hope. Thank you! 
Amen. 
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 14 Sing aloud, O daughter 
Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and 
exult with all your heart, O daugh-
ter Jerusalem!
 15 The Lord has taken away 
the judgments against you, he has 
turned away your enemies.The king 
of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more.
 16 On that day it shall be said 
to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak.
 17 The Lord, your God, is in 
your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you 
with gladness, he will renew you in 
his love; he will exult over you with 
loud singing

 18 as on a day of festival. I will 
remove disaster from you, so that 
you will not bear reproach for it.
 19 I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will 
save the lame and gather the out-
cast, and I will change their shame 
into praise and renown in all the 
earth.
 20 At that time I will bring you 
home, at the time when I gather 
you; for I will make you renowned 
and praised among all the peoples 
of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the 
Lord.

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NRSV)

A Vision of Restoration
Lesson Scripture: Zephaniah 3
Focus Scripture: Zephaniah 3:14-20

Key Verse: At that time, I will bring you home, at the time when I gather 
you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of 
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

Zephaniah 3:20

Lesson 10 May 3, 2020
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VOCABULARY
•	 Exult – To feel overjoyed.

•	 Reproach – An expression of disapproval.

INTRODUCTION

What would you do if you knew beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that you would succeed? The situation may 
look bleak right now, with opposition coming from 

every side. It’s hard to strive for something without support, 
tangible evidence of success in sight, or the feeling of someone 
rooting for you. Even so, there are examples all around of 
people striving to do the very same things. Imagine this, John 
and Keith were striving to become a success in the same future 
pursuits. John had the advantage of going to the “right” schools 
and received a lot of financial and emotional support from family 
and friends. Keith, on the other hand, had a superior work ethic 
and a great sense of direction. Although his family did all they 
could for him, he was still hard pressed to get all that he needed 
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done to reach his dream. They both went down different paths 
to get where they wanted to go.

Years later, John and Keith met. John applied for his dream 
job and once he was hired he saw Keith collaborating on a 
project with a team in the same office. Both had achieved their 
dream. They chose to go down different paths to get there; and 
God honored their commitment to their goals. They were both 
faithful to their journeys and to God in all they did. They didn’t 
achieve their dream at the same time; however, they did both 
realize their dreams.

Activity #1: Committed to the Work…One, Two Step. What 
would you do if you were guaranteed to succeed? Discuss your 
goals and dreams and how many different paths there are to 
where you want to go.

THE BIBLE STORY

God cares for Jerusalem like a precious daughter, 
removing all judgments against her and chasing all her 
enemies away. It’s a time to celebrate. When God is in 

the midst, there should be no fear of disaster. Because God is 
present, there is no need to feel vulnerable, as God’s protection 
is better than any other.

In the scripture today, God is presented as a warrior who 
protects and rescues Jerusalem, and gives Jerusalem the 
victory. Not only that, God’s love is renewed in Jerusalem and 
God will join in with singing. God will remove disaster and 
anything that is harmful or negative to the city of Jerusalem 
and take care of all our oppressors. God restores the lame and 
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reclaims the outcast, turning their shame to praise, and placing 
them above all others in all the earth.

Activity #2: He’s All That. Unscramble each of the clue words. 
Copy the letters in the numbered cells to the other cells with the 
same number to reveal a God-statement.
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LIFE APPLICATION

When God shows up for Jerusalem, God does it with 
love, kindness, and provision just like a parent should 
for his/her children. That’s just what God does. Yes, 

parents and guardians can be hard on us, but they mostly have 
our best interest at heart.  

Have you ever experienced a time when you messed up at 
school, where your teachers were really mad at you? What if 
one of your teachers graded you badly on a crucial assignment 
that would completely mess up your GPA, and no matter what 
you tried you couldn’t get it resolved? I bet when your parents or 
guardians found out, they swooped in, had your back, cleared up 
the mistake, and made sure that you were okay. That’s exactly 
what God did, and will do, for you. And if this isn’t your story, 
God will do it for us even better than our parents or guardians 
can. God just wants us to be happy and successful. However, 
God doesn’t want us to do anything without him. We sin when 
we pursue happiness by cutting God out of the equation and 
lose fellowship with God, the only one who can make us truly 
happy. Zephaniah points out that gladness happens when we 
allow God to be with us. So, let God!

God will not force God’s self on us. We have to choose God 
to experience this kind of gladness. We have to be faithful to 
obey God’s commands and walk with God and when we do, we 
unlock all of what God has for us in our lives.

Activity #3: Real Talk. Share a personal testimony of a time 
when God “showed up” for you.
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SUMMARY

God is not an ATM! If you want to 
experience true happiness, if you 
want to feel peace in the midst 

of your storms, if you want protection 
from your enemies, forgiveness from 
your sins, and unconditional love when 
you feel unlovable, follow God. Ask God 
into your life. God will not barge God’s 
way into your situation, nor will God work on 
your behalf unless you ask him to. It’s difficult to ask someone 
to stand up for you if you don’t know them, or never talked 
to them, or never spent time with them. Choosing to be in a 
relationship with God has its benefits. It also has a condition…
obey the commandments that God has given us. It’s hard to do 
sometimes, but God will meet us where we are and save our 
day.

The most wonderful thing about the Christian walk is that we 
have a living Savior who will attend to our needs. God will shield 
our faults, come through for us when we have bitten off more 
than we can chew and help us to get to where we desire to go.  
But, we cannot treat God like an ATM and only communicate 
with God when we need God. We must be in a relationship to 
receive our benefits.

CLOSING DEVOTION

Father, I pray that you will visit us, and make your presence 
known in our lives. Give us faith to believe that you can 
change us through prayer and through acts of love and 
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compassion. Let your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 
Help me to cultivate your presence in my life. I choose to partner 
with you. Remove the distractions in my life that keep me from 
your presence. I repent of any pride or personal idols that 
have taken me away from having you in first place and being 
completely yours. Take away any lukewarmness in my heart 
and set me on fire for you. Amen.
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Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17 (NRSV)

Zechariah 8:1-8
 1 The word of the Lord of 
hosts came to me, saying:
 2 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: I am jealous for Zion with 
great jealousy, and I am jealous 
for her with great wrath.
 3 Thus says the Lord: I will 
return to Zion, and will dwell in 
the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusa-
lem shall be called the faithful 
city, and the mountain of the Lord 
of hosts shall be called the holy 
mountain.
 4 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Old men and old women 
shall again sit in the streets of Je-
rusalem, each with staff in hand 
because of their great age.
 5 And the streets of the city 
shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in its streets.
 6 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Even though it seems im-
possible to the remnant of this 
people in these days, should it 
also seem impossible to me, says 

the Lord of hosts?
 7 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: I will save my people from 
the east country and from the west 
country;
 8 and I will bring them to 
live in Jerusalem. They shall be 
my people and I will be their God, 
in faithfulness and in righteous-
ness.

11-17
 11 But now I will not deal 
with the remnant of this people as 
in the former days, says the Lord 
of hosts.
 12 For there shall be a sow-
ing of peace; the vine shall yield 
its fruit, the ground shall give its 
produce, and the skies shall give 
their dew; and I will cause the 
remnant of this people to possess 
all these things.
 13 Just as you have been a 
cursing among the nations, O 
house of Judah and house of Isra-
el, so I will save you and you shall 
be a blessing. Do not be afraid, 

Peace and Justice Reign
Lesson Scripture: Zechariah 8
Focus Scripture: Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17 

Key Verse: These are the things that you shall do: speak the truth to one 
another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace. 

Zechariah 8:16

Lesson 11 May 10, 2020
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but let your hands be strong.
 14 For thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Just as I purposed to bring 
disaster upon you, when your an-
cestors provoked me to wrath, 
and I did not relent, says the Lord 
of hosts,
 15 so again I have purposed 
in these days to do good to Jeru-
salem and to the house of Judah; 

do not be afraid.
 16 These are the things that 
you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates 
judgments that are true and make 
for peace,
 17 do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another, and 
love no false oath; for all these are 
things that I hate, says the Lord.

VOCABULARY
•	 Wrath – Extreme anger.

•	 Relent – To abandon or ease off.

INTRODUCTION

In 2015, a German grocery store launched what was dubbed 
the saddest television commercial ever. 
Centered around the Christmas 

holiday, a day that family is in the 
forefront, this commercial reminds 
us that we should take more time to 
remember our parents. 

One Christmas, an aged father 
planned a Christmas gathering for all 
his children and grandchildren. One by 
one, the children called and canceled, leaving 
their father to be all alone once again on Christmas day. The 
next year, determined not to spend another Christmas alone, the 
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father planned an extreme scheme to bring his family together. 
Each of his children received word that their father passed away. 
Once they all gather at the house, they are surprised to see their 
father is not dead. His explanation was simple: that was the only 
way that he could find to bring his family together.

The commercial takes us through many emotions, but 
one thing is for sure, it got people thinking about their family, 
specifically their parents at Christmas. This grandfather 
was extremely lonely and longed to see his children and his 
grandchildren. It is so easy for us to get so busy with our 
everyday lives that we forget that there are members of our 
family who are very lonely. 

Activity #1: Spread Love. View the YouTube commercial, 
“Edeka 2015 Christmas Commercial” (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4_B6wQMd2eI). Discuss how this video made 
you feel. What can you do to make a senior citizen at your 
church feel loved?

THE BIBLE STORY

God’s jealousy is not the kind of jealousy that people 
have. God wants us to do what is right and to make 
right choices. God’s wrath is one of protection for God’s 

people. God’s jealousy is to protect believers. God wants to see 
senior citizens and other adults sit in places of honor, and for 
youth and children to feel free to play. Although this may seem 
impossible in the current climate, it is not impossible for God. 

God’s desire is peace and prosperity in the land. Instead of 
fasting, there will be feasting. The house of Judah and Israel 
shall be a blessing to others. God commands them to be strong 
and not fear speaking the truth, showing justice and peace at 
all times.

Activity #2: Peace and Justice Reign. Solve the word search 
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with a hidden message. Find the hidden phrase in the word 
search that relates to the Bible story.



74

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

LIFE APPLICATION

At the end of time, Christ will reign in his kingdom on 
earth. We should trust that God’s promise of peace and 
prosperity will come to pass. God is just to forgive us for 

our sins, and restore us so that we can live together with God in 
a new state, a holy state of being. In turn, we must pay it forward 
by reaching out and taking care of the children and the aged 
among us. How hard is it to be nice, respectful, and helpful? 
When Christ is the head of our lives, it is quite easy. Even during 
times of struggle, God will give us whatever we need because 
nothing is too much for us to do, if our motives are in the right 
place.

A part of our responsibility in Christ is speaking truth, showing 
justice and peace, and always reflecting God’s character in us. 
Don’t be afraid to do what’s right even under pressure. And now 
here’s what I want you to do: tell the truth, the whole truth, when 
you speak. Take good care to make sure to do the right thing 
by one another. Don’t cook up plans to take unfair advantage 
of others, nor allow others to do it to you. God hates all that 
stuff. “Keep your lives simple and honest.” This is the decree of 
God. 

Activity #3: Be a Blessing. Seek out the seniors in the 
neighborhood around your church or who attend your church and 
plan a day to help them, or pay them a visit to show them love.

SUMMARY

Children and seniors are the most vulnerable people. 
Children see everyone as nice people, and are very 
trusting. They do not expect people to intentionally hurt 
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or be unfair to them. Seniors, even though they have experience 
with people, still want to believe that people are fair and that 
they wouldn’t take advantage of them. We all know that this is 
not always the case. So, it is our responsibility to make sure that 
children and seniors are alright.

Many times, though, seniors are seen as irrelevant and 
old fashioned. They aren’t as savvy as youth, sometimes they 
don’t understand modern technology, nor do everything quickly. 
They are often overlooked and forgotten, left to take care of 
themselves. Many seniors live alone and sometimes in the run 
of a week, never experience a loving touch or conversation.

Seniors are easy targets for cunning schemes, sometimes 
because they are alone or lonely, and other times because of 
false promises. Think about the lady at church who is always 
by herself, or a great aunt or uncle you haven’t seen in a long 
time; even your grandparents. Take notice of the time you spend 
talking with them. Remember the old man at the beginning of 
this lesson, who sent his children a fake message of his death 
to get them to visit at Christmas. How lonely must he have been 
to turn to such drastic measures! Imagine that there is someone 
in your church who is that sad and lonely. Take the time to reach 
out to them. At the end of the day, that is all God is asking us to 
do.

Activity #4: Do Something Good. Make a list of the senior 
citizens in your church and plan a special Sunday to surprise 
them. 
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CLOSING DEVOTION

Prayer: God, open our eyes to see the way you see, open 
our hearts to love the way you love, open our hands to 
reach those we normally wouldn’t reach, and open our 

mouths to speak our truth in love. Amen.
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Jeremiah 21:8-14 (NRSV)

 8 And to this people you 
shall say: Thus says the Lord: See, 
I am setting before you the way of 
life and the way of death.
 9 Those who stay in this city 
shall die by the sword, by famine, 
and by pestilence; but those who 
go out and surrender to the Chal-
deans who are besieging you shall 
live and shall have their lives as a 
prize of war.
 10 For I have set my face 
against this city for evil and not 
for good, says the Lord: it shall be 
given into the hands of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall burn it with 
fire.
 11 To the house of the king 
of Judah say: Hear the word of the 
Lord,

 12 O house of David! Thus 
says the Lord: Execute justice in 
the morning, and deliver from the 
hand of the oppressor anyone who 
has been robbed, or else my wrath 
will go forth like fire, and burn, 
with no one to quench it, because 
of your evil doings.
 13 See, I am against you, O 
inhabitant of the valley, O rock of 
the plain, says the Lord; you who 
say, “Who can come down against 
us, or who can enter our places of 
refuge?”
 14 I will punish you according 
to the fruit of your doings, says the 
Lord; I will kindle a fire in its for-
est, and it shall devour all that is 
around it.

Lesson 12 May 17, 2020

Practice Justice

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 21
Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 21: 8-14

Key Verse: I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, says 
the Lord. Jeremiah 21:14a
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VOCABULARY
•	 Pestilence – A fatal epidemic disease, something that is 

destructive.

•	 Besieged – To be harassed or surrounded.

•	 Speculative – Based on guesses rather than the facts.

INTRODUCTION

Enough is Enough! is an idiom that means stopping 
something because it is no longer acceptable or tolerated. 
Many of us can remember a time when we had enough 

of a particular behavior, enough of a particular challenge, or 
even enough of a relationship, situation, or attitude. This is what 
Leslie was feeling when she and her childhood friend, Amber, 
finally came to an impasse. Amber had always been judgmental, 
mean spirited, and rude at the most inappropriate times. Who 
would befriend a person like her?

When the girls were in kindergarten, Leslie was painfully 
shy and had a visible birthmark that the other kids would 
tease her about constantly. Amber didn’t like people who 
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bullied others and immediately jumped to her defense. After a 
few times of defending Leslie from bullies, Amber and Leslie 
were inseparable. As they grew, Leslie learned how to cover 
her birthmark and also began standing up for herself. Amber, 
however, got more blatant with her negative behaviors. 

After many conversations and interventions, Leslie warned 
Amber that she could no longer tolerate her behavior and she 
really needed to change or get some help for it. After many 
conversations like that one, and an obvious change in her 
behavior, the girls went to a school party together. Shortly after 
arriving, someone made a comment that set Amber off and her 
behavior escalated to an all-time high. Completely outdone, 
Leslie finally yelled, “Amber, enough is enough!!” After a long 
and heated conversation, Leslie left, unfriended her on all her 
social media sites, blocked Amber’s number, and refused to 
associate with her again.

Activity #1: Death of a Relationship. Reflect and discuss a 
time when you had to deal with the end of a relationship. Name 
the emotions that you experienced. How did it make you feel?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

THE BIBLE STORY

The Babylonians were attacking the Israelites in their city 
and it wasn’t going well. King Zedekiah sent messengers 
to Jeremiah to ask God to intervene and help them. The 
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tone of their asking seemed entitled and without humility. The 
answer was not at all what they expected. God told Jeremiah 
to let them know that not only was he not going to intervene, 
God was going to join in with the Babylonians to destroy the 
city. God was so angry with the Israelites for their injustice 
and unrighteousness towards the oppressed, that God’s wrath 
burned mightily against them.

Even though God sent word that their city would be completely 
destroyed, God did not leave the Israelites without a glimmer 
of hope. God told them that everything and everyone within 
the city would be killed by the sword or plague, and everything 
burned down. However, if they left the city and surrendered to 
the Babylonians, they would live.

Activity #2: It Just Ain’t Right! View the trailer from the 
movie, “The Hate You Give” (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3MM8OkVT0hw). Discuss the evil and the injustices 
that continue to exist which are outlined in this trailer. Create a 
response that is pleasing to God.

LIFE APPLICATION

Being black or brown in America comes with its challenges. 
The lines of justice are always moving, and we continue 
to struggle to keep up with those moves. As a result, 

the rate of black and brown persons arrested, killed, profiled, 
victimized, and oppressed is disproportionately higher than that 
of other races. Parents struggle every time youth are out of their 
sight, praying that the lessons they were taught will serve them 
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well in times of trouble. 

There is a direct correlation between being obedient to 
God and justice. Even though from time to time oppression 
weighs in heavier with people of color than others, it is still our 
responsibility to consciously make a difference in the lives of 
others who are oppressed. Our duty to God in this manner is not 
a seasonal proposition. It is an everyday act of righteousness 
for our brothers and sisters in need of liberation.

Our job is to love and do the right thing. However, not all 
youth feel the same way. When we go against what God has 
asked us to do on a regular basis, it is time to take a good look 
at who we are. Continuous bad behavior produces bad fruit – 
meaning you cannot plant bad seeds and have good fruit spring 
up or vice versa. Our job, even in the face of oppression, is to 
still sow good seed. 

Activity #3: Strange Fruit. When God said that we could 
produce good fruit, what does that mean? Discuss the difference 
between good and bad fruit. Find ways to produce more “good 
fruit.”

SUMMARY

Enough is enough! We see it in this lesson where God 
has had enough of the people of Israel’s behavior and 
arrogant assumption about God’s constant protection. 

The Israelites have forgotten about the plight they suffered not 
too long before in Egypt, but remember God using Moses to 
end their oppression. Fast forward to their present predicament. 
They are the ones dismissing the oppressive behaviors and 
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injustices against people, thinking that God is a safety net. Well, 
what a hard lesson to learn: planting bad seed produces bad 
fruit. The one thing God will not accept is bad fruit. Pray for 
insight to resist injustice.

Before a person acts unjustly, speaks unfavorably, refuses 
to help and remains in an entitled position, that person should 
be sure to remember that in a short time to come, that person 
may be in a position where he or she will need an intervention. 
Having a consciousness of helping those who are oppressed 
around you will allow you to continuously bud good fruit. God 
would rather help someone who helps others, rather than 
destroy others for their lack of compassion.

Activity #4: Stand for Righteousness. Discuss abuse (physical 
and verbal) and its effects on God’s creatures and creation.

CLOSING DEVOTION

God, we stand before you, an army of youth looking to 
be soldiers in the army against social injustice and 
oppression. We are eager to make a DIFFERENCE; 

however, we need you for insight and encouragement. Bless us 
now, in Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN!
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 1 Thus says the Lord: Go 
down to the house of the king of 
Judah, and speak there this word,
 2 and say: Hear the word of 
the Lord, O King of Judah sitting 
on the throne of David—you, and 
your servants, and your people 
who enter these gates.
 3 Thus says the Lord: Act 
with justice and righteousness, 
and deliver from the hand of the 
oppressor anyone who has been 
robbed. And do no wrong or 
violence to the alien, the orphan, 
and the widow, or shed innocent 
blood in this place.
 4 For if you will indeed obey 
this word, then through the gates 
of this house shall enter kings who 
sit on the throne of David, riding 
in chariots and on horses, they, and 
their servants, and their people.
 5 But if you will not heed 
these words, I swear by myself, 
says the Lord, that this house shall 
become a desolation.

 6 For thus says the Lord 
concerning the house of the king of 
Judah; You are like Gilead to me, 
like the summit of Lebanon; but I 
swear that I will make you a desert, 
an uninhabited city.
 7 I will prepare destroyers 
against you, all with their weapons; 
they shall cut down your choicest 
cedars and cast them into the fire.
 8 And many nations will 
pass by this city, and all of them 
will say one to another, “Why has 
the Lord dealt in this way with that 
great city?”
 9 And they will answer, 
“Because they abandoned the 
covenant of the Lord their God, 
and worshiped other gods and 
served them.”
 10 Do not weep for him who 
is dead, nor bemoan him; weep 
rather for him who goes away, for 
he shall return no more to see his 
native land.

Jeremiah 22:1-10 (NRSV)

Repent of Injustice
Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 22
Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 22:1-10

Key Verse: Act with justice and righteousness. Jeremiah 22:3b

Lesson 13 May 24, 2020
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VOCABULARY
•	 Heed – Pay attention.

•	 Desolation – State of complete destruction.

INTRODUCTION

Scenario A:

All along, Nancy knew that if she got caught, the 
consequences would be brutal, but Nancy did it 
anyway. In order to have an entire team present for the 

competition, she wanted to make sure Sadie was included, had 
what she needed, and was well prepared. However, her friends 
thought differently. They just didn’t want Sadie, who was from 
Puerto Rico, on their team.

Scenario B:

All along, Jackson knew that if they didn’t believe him, the 
consequences would be harsh, but he testified anyway. Steve 
was falsely accused of taking Darryl’s iPhone, when all along, 
Steve borrowed it to make a call and dropped it in a manhole.

Scenario C:

Jessica and Keith were homeless, but they never missed a day 
of school. Even when they didn’t have anything to eat and were 
starving, they came to school. The members of the Christian 
Fellowship at school decided to pool their resources, to make 

84
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sure that whoever came to school hungry had a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich before classes started. This turned out to 
be much bigger than they imagined. They didn’t have enough 
resources at first, but they followed through on their promise 
anyway.

Activity #1: Do It Anyway. In these three scenarios, what 
do you think the consequences were and what do you think 
happened in the end? 

THE BIBLE STORY

The Bible story tells of the message sent to the people 
from God. Here is the message and the consequences 
for not following the instructions:

God sent a message to the house of the king of Judah to 
make sure to take care of all matters of justice, and make sure 
things remained right between the people. He told them to 
rescue victims from those who would exploit them, and not to 
take advantage of the homeless, the orphans, or the widows. 
And by all means to stop the killing. They were also instructed to 
keep the commands, so that when the kings who followed in the 
line of David came, they would go peacefully. If they didn’t keep 
the commands, their palace would end up in a heap of rubble. 
God spoke and warned them, saying, “Although I really like this 
place, I swear I’ll turn it into a wasteland, pound it to a pulp and 
then burn it up.”

When people ask what happened, they would learn that the 
people here walked outside of God’s covenant and brought in 
new gods. So, don’t fret over King Josiah or weep for his son. 
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For they have been exiled and are no longer here.

LIFE APPLICATION

Justice is all-inclusive. It reaches the saved and unsaved 
alike simply because God cares about everyone. It is not 
God’s desire for people to be destroyed, but it is God’s 

desire that we all heed God’s laws and commands. The ultimate 
goal God would want for us is that we would do right and turn 
from evil. Just Do Right! God wants us to be obedient and do 
good. Although our good deeds cannot save us, they are a 
testament to our faith and relationship with God.

Knowing God is loving others. When we see people struggling 
and turn away like we don’t see them, that is just as bad as 
putting them in that position. If we truly love one another we 
should show care and concern for each other. It doesn’t matter if 
we are Christian or not, at the end of the day, we are all children 
of God. We must take care of each other.

I know that there are times when innocent people get caught 
up in ungodly schemes and suffer, but that is the exception and 
not the rule. God, however, will use those situations to become 
testimonies or teaching moments. Understand that God cannot 
be deceived, either. There is a spiritual law in place that affects 
everyone. Whatever you sow you will reap. So, it may look like 
people get away with wrongdoing, but their wrongdoing will get 
them in the end. 

Activity #2: To Be or Not to Be. Create a “What Would You 
Do?” skit based on the three scenarios given in the introduction 
of this lesson. With three teams, each team will tell what their 
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understanding of justice and righteousness is based on the 
skit’s scenario.

SUMMARY

There are times when the trouble we get in is a result of 
injustice. There are times it’s a matter of being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. There are also times 

that our decisions take us to a place we never would have 
imagined. Nevertheless, God expects us to act with justice and 
righteousness. 

Activity #3: Act With Justice…View this short video (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmsitqPfcZo) “The Roofers and 
the Homeless Guy” After viewing the clip, discuss in what ways 
you see God at work, and in what ways you see the roofers 
acting justly.

CLOSING DEVOTION

While the song “All I Need” (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=I_SKO_pCn1A) by Brian Wilson is playing, 
write a note to God on the index cards, expressing 

your gratefulness to him for reaching us whenever we need him. 
When everyone is finished, say in unison…

“Thank you, God, for touching us and making us over. In the 
name of Jesus. Amen.”
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Hosea 11:1-2
 1 When Israel was a child, 
I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son.
 2 The more I called them, 
the more they went from me; they 
kept sacrificing to the Baals, and 
offering incense to idols.

7-10
 7 My people are bent on 
turning away from me. To the 
Most High they call, but he does 
not raise them up at all.
 8 How can I give you up, 
Ephraim? How can I hand you 
over, O Israel? How can I make 
you like Admah? How can I treat 
you like Zeboiim? My heart re-
coils within me; my compassion 
grows warm and tender.
 9 I will not execute my 
fierce anger; I will not again de-
stroy Ephraim; for I am God and 
no mortal, the Holy One in your 

midst, and I will not come in 
wrath.
 10 They shall go after the 
Lord, who roars like a lion; when 
he roars, his children shall come 
trembling from the west.

12:1-2
 1 Ephraim herds the wind, 
and pursues the east wind all day 
long; they multiply falsehood 
and violence; they make a treaty 
with Assyria, and oil is carried to 
Egypt.
 2 The Lord has an indict-
ment against Judah, and will pun-
ish Jacob according to his ways, 
and repay him according to his 
deeds.

6-14
 6 But as for you, return to 
your God, hold fast to love and 
justice, and wait continually for 
your God.
 7 A trader, in whose hands 

Hosea 11:1-2, 7-10; 12:1-2, 6-14 (NRSV)

RetuRn to Love and Justice

Lesson Scripture: Hosea 11–12
Focus Scripture: Hosea 11:1-2, 7-10; 12:1-2, 6-14

Key Verse: But as for you, return to your God. Hosea 12:6a
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are false balances, he loves to op-
press.
 8 Ephraim has said, “Ah, I 
am rich, I have gained wealth for 
myself; in all of my gain no of-
fense has been found in me that 
would be sin.”
 9 I am the Lord your God 
from the land of Egypt; I will 
make you live in tents again, as in 
the days of the appointed festival.
 10 I spoke to the prophets; it 
was I who multiplied visions, and 
through the prophets I will bring 
destruction.
 11 In Gilead there is iniquity, 

they shall surely come to noth-
ing. In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls, 
so their altars shall be like stone 
heaps on the furrows of the field.
 12 Jacob fled to the land of 
Aram, there Israel served for a 
wife, and for a wife he guarded 
sheep.
 13 By a prophet the Lord 
brought Israel up from Egypt, and 
by a prophet he was guarded.
 14 Ephraim has given bitter 
offense, so his Lord will bring his 
crimes down on him and pay him 
back for his insults.

VOCABULARY
•	 Indictment – A formal charge of a crime.

•	 Compassion – Feeling of concern, brotherly/sisterly love.

•	 Ephraim – One of the ten lost tribes of Israel.

•	 Recoils – Springs back in fear.

INTRODUCTION

There was a cute television commercial I fell in love with. In 
the commercial, a young boy enters a classroom for the 
first time as the teacher announces that they have a new 

student. During recess, the little boy watched as the other boys 
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played basketball. Yearning to join, he types on his tablet three 
little words that when translated, transforms the atmosphere. 
The three words were, “Can I play?” When another student 
reads his message, immediately he responds by showing him 
how to play. Later in the classroom, you see the new student 
engaging the entire class with his tablet. Just then, the teacher 
announces another new student. When the new student enters 
the room, quite reserved, the boy turns his tablet around so that 
she sees the word, “Hello.” 

From this commercial clip, the treatment that the new boy 
received from his classmates was positive and contagious. 
In other words, the young man paid it forward. He was kind 
and welcoming and treated his new classmate just as he was 
treated. 

This lesson sweetly expresses how God wants us to act with 
others ─ not just strangers, but to those who are a part of our 
everyday life. Positive treatment of each other helps to create 
a sense of security in unchartered spaces. Imagine moving to 
a new city, a new country, or a new school and not knowing 
anybody. How would you feel if you were treated the way these 
kids were treated?

Activity #1: “Do Unto Others.” Watch the commercial clip 
(https://www.ispot.tv/ad/odcR/xfinity-mobile-new-student#). 
After viewing, roleplay different scenarios of how this kindness 
could play out in your youth group.
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THE BIBLE STORY

Just as some children reject their parents, the Israelites 
have turned away from God who has loved them, provided 
for them, protected them, and rescued them from captivity 

in Egypt. God is brokenhearted over the way they have acted 
through their disobedience. The more God called the Israelites, 
the more they pulled away. After all that God had done for them, 
they now have turned their loyalty to that of idol gods instead. 
But they still call on God. As a result of their duplicity, God can 
no longer exalt them; God’s heart towards them has changed.

The Israelites were determined to turn away from God, but 
God could not turn God’s back on them. God has an incredible 
amount of compassion for Israel, and even though God had 
fleeting thoughts of making God’s anger burn against them, 
God just couldn’t do it. All God wanted was for the children of 
Israel to come back to him.

Activity #2: Come Back to Me! Listen to the song, “Come 
Back to Me” by Janet Jackson while reading the lyrics provided 
(at the end of this lesson). Ms. Jackson sounds very sad and 
anguished about a lost love. This is similar to how God feels 
when we turn away from God. Imagine that God was the writer 
of this song. What would your response be? Take some time, 
as the song plays again, to write your response down to share 
at a later time.

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5ecZWwO_hQ)“Come 
Back to Me” by Janet Jackson
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LIFE APPLICATION

Most parents/guardians will do anything for their 
children, regardless of how the parents/guardians are 
treated. Also, most households have rules that must 

be obeyed, responsibilities that must be taken care of, and 
relationships that must be nurtured. Imagine being a rebellious 
child who breaks the rules continually, refuses to listen to parents/
guardians and runs away, despite the love and compassion the 
family tries to show over and over again. Imagine how a parent 
might feel when their child is gone, not knowing where they are, 
if they are all right or hurt. Imagine the tears and worry. Most 
parents never stop loving their children, and most would never 
stop looking for them. Some would never dream of giving up on 
their children.

Now imagine that after months away from home, the 
runaway child is alone, without friends, food, money, and is sick. 
The only place they think to turn to is home…so they do. Now 
imagine that after all of that, their parents welcome them back 
with open arms, nursing them back to health, and making sure 
they are well fed. Even though the parents/guardians welcomed 
the child back, trust has been broken. It will take time to repair 
the relationship, but love prevails.

Activity #3: Real Love Imagined. The child in the “Imagine” 
segment experienced real love. It is like the love expressed by 
God towards the Israelites. Discuss the undeniable mandate to 
demonstrate God’s love based on the story above.
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SUMMARY

We are all children of God. And as children we tend to 
rebel and not do what we ought to do. That does not 
mean that we don’t love God or reverence God, but it 

shows that we are still guided by our human nature. God knows 
that we have those tendencies and that is why God extends 
us grace and mercy. Just as God shows us grace and mercy, 
so should we when we encounter someone who is struggling. 
We should be the hands and feet of God when we approach 
different people with different circumstances. We should be 
the hands and feet of God when we approach justice issues of 
every kind. God depends on us to act rather than react. We can 
do more to benefit the world if we are in the will of God.

CLOSING DEVOTION
Repeat this together:

Dear Lord,

I admit that I am a sinner. I have done many things that don’t 
please you. I have lived my life for myself only. I am sorry, 
and I repent. I ask you to forgive me. I believe that you died 
on the cross for me to save me. You did what I could not do 
for myself. I come to you now and ask you to take control of 
my life; I give it to you. From this day forward, help me to live 
every day for you and in a way that pleases you. I love you, 
Lord, and I thank you that I will spend all eternity with you. 
Amen.
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Looking through my old drawer 
Came across the letter you 
wrote 
Said you needed time away 
That was so long ago 
All my life I’ve waited 
To see your smile again 
In my mind I hated 
Not able to let go

Come back to me 
I’m beggin’ you please 
Come back to me 
I want you to 
Come back to me 
I’m beggin’ you please 
Come back to me

Lord knows that I have tried 
To live my life as one 
Friends tell me to hold on 
Tough times don’t last for long 
My abandoned heart 
Just doesn’t understand 
My undying love for you 
Won’t let me wait

Come back to me 
I’m beggin’ you please 
Come back to me 
I want you to 
Come back to me 
I’m beggin’ you please 
Come back to me 
I want you to 
Come back to me (come back 
to me) 
Come back 
I want you to 
Come back to me 
Come back

Please come back to me 
I miss you so much 
Wherever you are I love you 
All my life I’ve waited 
To see your smile again 
In my mind I hated 
Not able to let go 
Not able to let go 
Hooh, huh, I won’t let you go 
No no no

“Come Back to Me”

Songwriters: TERRY LEWIS, JAMES HARRIS III, JANET JACKSON
© Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd., JANET JACKSON DBA BLACK ICE

For non-commercial use only.
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